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n Obſervations on Mrs. Step phens' Medicine fot 


= ns with that of her, Receipt as pub- 
[1.0 Of the Origin, Nature, and Dignity of the 
ees of Doctors, particularly in Phyficks 
ro indttvted by the Roman Pontiff. 


4 Phyſick's a Feſt, a Whim, an Humour, 4 


Faſhion, een as much as Dreſs, or Dancing. 


W., One Phyſician is good as anothery Silt 
12 not leſs Knowing Apothecaries beſt of 


v. Sagacity the principal Knowledge in Phyfick, 


VI. A Gothic Oration in praiſe of that common* 
ly call'd bad Practice in Phyfck, — 
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Advertiſement to the Reader. 


* YH E following Diſcourſes were writ (as will be * 
ober ved ſeveral Tears ago in ſingle Pamphlets, 
at ee times; and *tis well known that all ſucb 
Manner of Writing ſoon vaniſhes, is loſt, or forgot, ibo 
greatly deſirable, and even though much valued during © 

that- time. ' There are ſome men alſo, and even tho e 

of Learning, who never read or take the leaſt Notice 

of Pampblets; ſo o there are'others who throw them a> 
fide without thereafter ever knowing where io find 

them, whilſt many would be willing to have them did 

they know where ſuch could be bad, after ibeir rer 

turn from the Publiſher. © 

Thus inclined to oblige all, and as ſuch Diſconrſes 
have ſeparately been 1 after, without knowing 
where to be found, the Author has at laſt thought pro- 
per, as they all relate to the ſubjett of Phyſi vg to put 
them together, thus to make' one entire Book, conſe- 
guently not ſo liable to be loſt. 

Mrs. Stephens? s Affair hough now not much in 
vogue, nor ſo ſtrongly ſupported and recommended as 
formerly, yet fill well deſerves the being maturely 
conſidered and properly looked into on ſeveral accounts: 
ſo as thus better to know Ibe private and publick Hiſto- 

ry of thoſe Times, the Effefts of ſuch Medicine (im- 

partially conſidered) how carried on and ſupported, as 

well as the artful rather than ſincere Diſcovery that 
was made thereof. Then the full Atteſtation of the 
Preſident and Cenſors of the C of Phyſ—ans. 
Now whether ſome might not judge ſuch Atteſtation and 
Approbation preferable to the Deploma of the Degrees 
of Doctor from the Univerſity, is what 1 ſhall not de- 
termine. Or had her great Patrons got her ſuch by 
Mandat, it need not more to have been wondered at; 
nay, nor even had the former theught Ft to receive 
ber as one of their own "Body. 
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351 Tote READER ; 


12 ite 12 of any one of eſe FRI lags — 
pear to ſome to be more merry, or humorous than b 


7. 2 


Execution thereof is found to be, as that in particular 


$$ ſick's a Jeſt, &c. In anſwer thereto the Word 
eſt is not e uſed in the merry Senſe, but is alſo 
often in the more. grave or ſerious, as in the deſpjs 
* fing of a Thing we. often uſe the Ward of a meer Jeſt. 
if. the reſt of. the 7 itle prove: it otherwiſe, 1 ſhall only 
then obſerve, that when. the Author came to treat 
thereof it rather. chagrin'd than put bim in the 


merry Vein; and accordingly. turned to the graver or 
more ſerious Way of writing. The Author is ſorry i 


by this he has. baulk'd any of his Readers of their 
Laugh or Twitter, but will, endeavour to make them 


Full amends the firſt Opportunity when be is in the mer- 


Y Mood. If confidered as a Gameſter, let them een 
Juſpett him 1 be on the. loſing Side, conſegquen ty the 
more inclin d to. the ſerious. The chief deſign was 
principal) y to inculcate Truth, to expoſe the idle Whims 
and Fancies that attend. and j Js crept into this Pro- 
fefſron, more ready to create Indignation and Spleen in 
our Author (of this ſame Profeſſion) than to have 4 
contrary Effect. Perhaps too the more gravely a Sub- 
jeF is treated, the nearer it may approach to Truth. 
Hippocrates ob/erves, that ihe valuable Phyſiciat 
ought rather to incline to the Grave than lo Buffoon- 


ry. 
As to the reſt 1 ſhall 5 ſay, that the Reader will 


be pleas'd to judge as be finds them, if ſatisfied be 
is welcome to them; or if ſome fault ſhould be found 


to the Condition or Cleannefs of. ſome. Part of any one 
of the Copies, the Purchaſer muſt en put up with it, 


and be centented; ſince Ican ſincerely aſſure the Pub- 
lic, that there are but à very ſmall Number remaining 
of ſome of the Diſcourſes, ſo that he who comes n 


will have the preferable Choice, 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


AND 


' EXPLANATIONS thereon, 


Together with 


Some HIN Ts concerning the Preamble to =_ 
the Act of Parliament on that Subject. 


To which are added. KD 
Some Few THoucnTs how moſt properly to encourage 
valuable Diſcoveries, or real Improvements in 


PHY SICK or SURGERY. 
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Mrs. STerntNss Receipt 


FOR THE 


STONE and GRAVEL, , 


WITH 3 A 


= Know not whether any one ſhould 
Y pretend to criticize, upon the na- 
ture of this Act, ſince we oughr, 
no doubt, willingly to ſuppoſe it 
done with a good Intent; yet furcly there 
has not any ſuch thing bern ever done be- 
fore, or the like Complement ever paid (by 
Parliament) to any one of the Profeſſion; 
or indeed any elſe. Certainly it is the moſt 
B Wh ſu- 
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4 Obſervations on Mrs. Stephens's 


ſuperlative Compliment t that could. well be 
WY made to this Female. 

II thought here to have We to oy 
| Reader the Preamble to this Af Par li. 
1 ament, exactly as it is printed but as his 
3Z a Majeſty's Printer ſeems inclinable to ſuſ- 
pet it to be ſomewhat like Encroachment - 
on his Property, we chuſe to decline it, 

tho ſuch great Preciſeneſs would ſeem a 

little to confine and cramp an Author's 
Thoughts when he writes to the Publick, 

5 and that even to ſerve them. The Pur- 

af port however of this Act is for the provid- 
ing a Reward to Joanna Stephens —— 

 Spenſter, ——who hath acquired the 
Knowledge of Medicines, and the Skill of 

Preparing Gn ſeemingly capable of re- 

moving the Cauſe of the painful Diſtemper 

of the Stone, and may be more ule- 

ful when diſcovered to Perſons lear- 

ned in the Science of Phyſick. —— Refcrr'd 

to the Care, Inſpection and Approbation 

of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Lord 
Chancellor, Wilmingion L. Preſident, L. 
 Godolphin, D. of Dorſet, D. of Grafton, 

D. of Richmond, D. of Montague, L. Pem- 
broke, Scarborough, Lonſdale, By. of Glow | 

| ceſter, Bp. of Oxford, the Speaker of the 
+ Houle of Commons, L. Cornbury, Baltt- 

more, Sir R. Walpole, Steph. Poyntæ, Eiq; 
T.Townſhend, Eſq; Dr. Steph. Hales, Dr. T. 


Pellet renden of the R. College of Phy- 
ſicians, 


} 


Rox 17 r 7 for! the Stone, Ge. 5 


ſi icians' Dr. Gardiner, Dr. Nesbitt, Dr. Bur” 
ton and Dr. Whitaker, Cenſors, Dr. Shaw» 
D. Hartley, Win. Cheſelden, Eſq; Surgeon. . 
C. Hawkins Surgeon, * OE. wanne 


| Whitehall, une 19. The following Pa. 
per is publiſhed by Order of the Truſtees 
named in an Act of Parliament, intitled, 
An Act for providing a Re ward to Joanne . 
« Stephens, upon a proper Diſcovery to be 
« made by her, for the Uſe of the Publick, 
« of the Medicines prepar 'd by her for the. 
Cure of the STONE.” 75 


A full Diſcovery of the Medicines given 
by me Joanna Stephens, for the Cure of 
the Stone and Gravel; and a particular 
Account of my Method of preparing 
and giving the ſame *. 


'Y Medicines are a Powder, a Decoc- 
tion, and Pills. . 
The Powder conſiſts of Egg g Shells and 
Snails, both calcined. 
M © The Decoction is made by boiling 
ſome Herbs (together with a Ball which 
* conſiſts of Soap, Swines-Creſles burnt to a 
' Blackneſs, and Honey) in Water. 

The Pills conſiſt of Snails calcined, Wild 
Carrot Seeds, Burdock Seeds, Aſhen Keys, 
Hips and Hawes, all burnt to a Blacknels, 
a and Honey. 
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72 he Poder i is thus el 


. 1 ake Hens Eg os. Shells v well draig'd Reg 
the Whites, dry and clean, cruſh them ſmall 


* with the Hands, and fill a Crucible of the 


Twelfth Size' (Which contains, nearly three 


Pints) with them lightly ; place it in the 


Fire, and cover it With a Tile; 3 then heap 


dals over it, that it may be in the midſt of 
a very ſtrong. clear Fire till the Egg Shells 


© be: calcined to a greyiſh White, and acquire 


 *#h/acrid falt Taſte: This will take up eight 


Hours at leaſt. After they are thus calcined, 
* put them into a dry clean earthen Pan, which 
muſt not be .above three Parts full, that there 

© may be room for the Swelling of the Egg 

* Shells in Slaking. Let the Pan ſtand unco- 

©verd in a dry Room for two Months and 

no longer.” In this time the Egg Shells will 

c become of a milder Taſte, and that Part 

* which is ſufficiently calcined will. fall into a 

* Powder of ſuch a Fineneſs as to paſs through 

a common Hair Sicve; 1 which, is to be done 

eee 

In like manner, Take Garden-Snaik. with 
their Shells, cle an d from the Dirt, fill a cru- 
*cible of the lame Size with them whole, co- 
ver it, and place it in a fire as before, till the 
© Snails have done ſmoaking, which will be in 
about an Hour, taking care "that they do not 


*continue in the Fire after that. They arc 
| © then 


Mei 215 . 185 EY Ec. 7 


«then to be taken out of the Crucible, 7 nd 


immediately rubbed in a Mortar to a fine 
c n which ought to 'be of a very dark 

grey Colour. 
Note, 1f Pit. Coal be made uſe of it will 
be proper, in order that the Fire may 


large Cynders and not . freſh Coals, be 
placed upon the Tiles which cover the 
Crucibles. 


© the Egg-Shell Powder of Six Criicibles, and 
the Snail Powder of one, mix them toge- 
* ther, rub them in a Mortar, and paſs them 
through a Cypreſs Sieve. This Mixture is 
immediately to be put up into Bottles, which 
muſt be cloſe ſtopped, and kept in a dry 
Place for Uſe. 1 have generally added a ſmall 
Quantity of Swines-Creſſes burnt to a Black- 
neſs, and rubb'd fine; but This 3 Was Holy 
with a View to diſguiſe it. | 
Ihe Egg Shells may be prepar d at any 
Time of the Vear, but i it. is beſt to do them 
in the Summer. The Snails ought only. to 
. be prepar'd in May, June, Fly and Auguſt ; 
and I eſteem thoſe beſt which are done in 
the firſt of theſe Months. 


The Decoction is thus prepar 4. 


3 Take four Ounces and a half of Bs. beſt 
* Alicant Soap, beat it in a Mortar with a 
: * large 


- 


the ſooner burn clear on the Top, that 


uy Theſe Powders being. thus prepartd d, take | 
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IT: Marton on Mes. Stephoby' s 


Soros Spoonful of Swines- Creſſes burnt to a 
Blackneſs, and as much Honey as will make 


"*the oe of the Conſiſtence of Paſte. Let 


this be form'd into a Ball . 
Take this Ball, and Green Chamomile or 


.* Chamomile Flowers, Sweet Fennel, Parſley 


and Burdock Leaves, of each an Dore, 
A When there are not Greens, take the ſame. 
uantities of Roots) cut the Herbs or Roots, 
eſſice the Ball, and boil them in two' Quarts 
of ſoft Water half an Hour, then train! it off, 


and ſweeten i it with Honey. 


The Pills are thus prepared: . ' 


Take equal Quantities by Meaſure, of 
*< Snails calcin'd as before, of wild Carrot 
Seeds, Burdock Seeds, Aſhen Keys, Hips and 


<Hawes, all burnt to a Blackneſs, or, which 
is the ſame thing, till they have done ſmoak- 
ing; mix them together, rub them in a 
Mortar, and paſs them thro' a Cypreſs Sieve. 


Then take a large Spoonful of this Mixture, 
and four Ounces of the beſt Alicant Soap, 
<and beat them in a Mortar with as much 


Honey as will make the whole of a proper 


« Confiſtence for Pills. Sixty of which are 
to be made out of every Ounce of the 


c e eee 


The 


. Nrcerr 7 for the Stone, &c. * 


The Method of giving theſe Aer 16 
434 follows: F 


When there is a Stone in the Bladder or 
Kidneys, the Powder is to be taken three 
times a Day, vig. in a Morning after 
(Breakfaſt, in the Afternoon about five or fix, 
and at going to Bed. The Doſe is a Dram 
Averdupoiz, or 56 Grains, which is to be 
*mix'd in a large Tea Cup full of white Wine, 
*Cyder, or ſmall Punch ; and half a Pintof 
the Decoction is to be drank, either cold 
or milk-warm, after every Doſe. © Po: 
* Theſe Medicines do frequently cauſe 
much Pain ar firſt ; in which Caſe it is pro- 
* per to give an Opiate, and repeat it as often. 
as there is Occaſion. 
If the Perſon be coſtive during the uſe of 
them, let him take as much Lenitive Electua- 
ry, or other Laxative Medicine as may be 
ſufficient to remove that Complaint, but not 
more: For it muſt be a principal Care at 
call times to prevent a Looſeneſs, which 
would carry off the Medicines; and if this 
does happen, it will be proper to increaſe 
the Quanity of the Powder, which is aſtrin- 
gent; or leſſen that of the Decoction which 
js laxative 3 or take ſome other ſuitable 
Means, by the Advice of Phyſicians . 
{7 During the Uſe of theſe Medicines, 
n Perſon ought to abſtain from Salt Mears: 
red 
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fred Wines, and Milk, Wok few Liquids 
© and" uſe little Exerciſe,” that ſo the Urine 
may be more ſtrongly impregnated with the 
* Medicines, and the longer Stained in the 
Bladder. 

If the mach will not bear the Bede 
tion, a ſixth Part of the Ball made into Pills 

© maſt be taken aber every Doſe of the Pow- 
er. 

Where the Shaſta, is aged, of a weak 
CConſtitution, or much reduced by Loſs of 
| _ Appetite or Pain, the Powder muſt have a 
greater Proportion of the calcin'd Snails than 

according to the foregoing Direction; and 
this Proportion may be increaſed ſuitably to 
the Nature of the Caſe, till there be equal 
parts of the two ingredients. The Quantity 
*alſo of both Powder and Decoction may be 
*leflened for the ſame Reaſons. But as ſoon 
ag the Perſon can bear it, he ſhould take 
them in the above. mentioned Proportions 
and Quantities, 

* Inftead of the Herbs and Roots before 
mentioned, I have ſometimes uſed others, 
©as Mallows, Marſhmallows; Yarrow red and 
white, Dandelion, Water-Creſles andHorſe- 
<Raddiſh Root; but do not know of any 
material Difference. 


This is my Manner of giving the Powder 


and Decoction. As to the Pills, their * | 
C 


REER TY r for the Stone, &fc. 11 
Uſe is in Fits of the Gravel, attended 


e Jvith Pain in the Back and Vomiting, „and 


in Suppreſſions of Urine from a Stoppage 


in the Ureters. In theſe Caſes, the Perſon 
© is to take five Pills every Hour, Day and 
Night, when awake, till the Complaints be. 


© removed, They will alſo prevent the For- 
mation of Gravel and Gravel Stones in 
* Conſtitutions ſubject to breed them, if 
Ten or Fifteen be taken N Day. 
. 16, 1739. J. STEPHENS. 


HE Preamble of this AE, is indeed a 
a very high Compliment to her, and 


' would ſeem to inſi nuate, (a) that this Spin- 


ſter hath acquired a Knowledge of Medi- 
cines, and the Shill of preparing them, (par- 
ticularly for removing the Cauſe of the pain- 
ful Diſtemper of the Stone) beyond what is 
known by the Perſons learned in the Sci- 
ence of Phyſick; which I freely own 1 
ſhould abſolutely deny, were it not for this 
Act of Parliament, which ſeems to ſay it. 
However, thoſe who have accepted of at- 
tending. her Noſtrum, or that of being in- 
ſtructed by her, may allow it to be ſo, if 


they think fit. Yet 1 would not willingly 


grant or imagine, but that they muſt, or 
ought to have known much more of Mc- 
dicines (vas for this Maladie) and their 
* „ 

(2) Vide Preamble to her Act, or as before obſerved, page 3. 
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12 Obſervations on Mrs. $tephens's 
proper Preparations, than ſhe was ca- 
pable of knowing; if otherwiſe, I am 


heartily ſorry for it. Or if true (as it is 
reported) that they made anſwer when 


ſpoke to on this occaſion, that they could 


make no fFudgment of it; or, that they 
could not ſay any thing to it, without they 
knew what if was Which would ſeem 


indeed to inſinuate, as if they deſired to 


know what it was. Or as if deficient in 
the due Knowledge, what the Nature of the 
beſt Medicines were, or what ſuch could do 
in the like Caſe, As for my own part, I 
never ſhould have thank'd or given her the 
very leaſt Acknowledgment for her Diſcovery 
thereof to me; and I always declared my 
ſelf ſo from the very Beginning. Nay I was 
well ſatisfy'd, in effect I ſtill knew it, that 
is, the material Part thereof, which I can ſuf- 
ficiently prove. Thus I was the firſt who 
declarcd the principal Ingredient therein to 
be Soap, and which was afterwards much 
minded and ſpoken of by the Profeſſion ; 
we then heard much Talk of Capo, and the 
many Virtues thereof. This however mult 
have been well and ſufficiently known and 
uſed by moſt of the Profeſſion (much recom- 
mended and ſpoken of by Boerhaave,) tho 
poſſibly not altogether ſo greatly or very 
frequently uſed in this Caſe here mention- | 
ed. Yet what indeed is Oil and Syrup of 


Marſbhmallotus, but a better kind of Soap, 
„ or 


RERCETIPT for the Stone, &c. 1 3 


or Oil and Salt? ſo very well known, and 
ſo much and ſo frequently uſed. As to the 
Powders, ſhe acquaints us that they are 
aftringent, and ſeem principally to be for bal- 
lancing the laxative Quality of the Soap or 
Decoction, tho of this more hereafter. But 
I know not whether we may not as yet be 
allow'd a little further to obſerve, that in 
the ſame Preamble to this AGF, it makes 
mention only of her Medicines and Skill 
of, removing the Cauſe of the painful Diff 
temper of the Stone, yet ſays nothing 
throughout the whole Act, of diſſoluing, 
curing, or carrying off either Stone or Gravel, 
in ſuch who have already either one or the 
other; only the Cauſe, or Occaſion there- 
of, Nor is there even the leaſt mention 
made of relieving the Patient in the violent 
Fits of ſuch who have either Malady already 
confirm'd in them. Neither does this ſaid 
Act probably appear to come up to the Title 
thereof. 2 8 

We ſhall now then in the firſt or next 
place obſerve, that this moſt admirable Me- 
dicine or Receipt, with the Method of pre- 
paring, is, it's ſaid, publiſhed by Order 
of the Truſtees named in the Act of Parlia- 
ment, and conſequently is ſo far approved 
by them, as to judge it worthy the pub/iſhing 
eren in the Gazette. Nay the Truſtees, 
who are of the Profeſſion, in particular, 
lem plainly to approve ſuch Publication: 
C 2 or 
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14 Objercations on Mrs. Stephens's 


or at leaſt have not ſhewed the leaſt Care, or 


Regard, towards correcting the various Incon- 
conſiſtencies, Improprieties, Contradictions, 
or Follies, therein contained. Which Care 
methinks the Publick might very reaſonably 


expect from ſuch, if any way obſerved by 


them; ſo duly and properly, I ſay, to have ex- 


amined the ſame, as that it might, at leaſt, 


appear to be ſomewhat conſiſtent with it ſelf, 


or in ſome degree fit to appear to the Pub. 


lick. She begins then with obſerving to us 
that her Medicines are, a Powder, De- 
coction and Pills. Now I cannot omit 
taking notice, that Mr. Bolton, one of her 
principal and belt Inſtances ſhe or her Adhe- 
rents are able to produce, as well as ſeveral 
others I could name, did never take any 


of her Pills; ſo that they ſeem not abſolute- 


ly neceſſary, (at leaſt to all.) Beſides, What 
indecd are her Pills according to her own 
Account, but the ſame things, to Wit, Soap 
and Powders? Or that which makes the 
Decoction and Powders ? And conſequent- 
ly, ſhe or they might even by the ſame Rule 
have full as well diſcovered, or acquainted 
us alſo with her Electuary, or Linctus, with 


her Tablets or Trochiſcks, exc. Or why in- 


deed not tell us that ſhe has a fourth Medi- 


cCint, to wit, that of the Ball, which is af- 
terwards taken notice of þy the bye. Now, 


as to her Calcination, or choice of EN 
Shell, 


4 


Shells, and that of Snailr, 1 know of very 
little, if any difference at all, between Shells 
or Teſtaceous Subſtances when calcin'd, all 
being in effe& but a kind of unſlack'd Lime; 
ſo I always judg'd indeed her Powder prin- 
cipally to be calcin'd Oyſter Shells, which I 
am well ſatisfied, is full as good. 

** The Decoction, ſays ſhe, 7s made 
by boiling ſome Herbs, in water ; — and 
in reality it matters not much what Herbs, 
as ſhe tells us ſoon thereafter. However, 
we will, at leaſt, ſuppoſe em the moſt com- 
monly known Herbs for gravelliſh Diſor- 
ders, or indeed thecommon Clyfer Herbs, 
to wit, ++Chamomile,Mallows, ſweet Fen- 
nel, &c. As to the Pills, beſides part of 
the foreſaid Powder or Shell Snails calcin'd, 
ſhe is pleaſed to add Wild Carrot Seed, 
Burdock Seeds, Aſhen-keys, Hips and 


Hawes, all burnt to a Blackneſs. And when 


thus burnt to a Coal, what are they, or can 
they be better than any other Seeds ſo burnt 
to a Coal? In a word, a meer Chip in Por- 
ridge: Or, in reality, nota bit better than her 
Swines Creſſes burnt to a Blackneſs and rub- 


bed fine; which ſhe is frankly pleaſed to own, 


ſhe does only with a View to diſguiſe it. 
Mighty well hinted truly! Yet withoutSwzres 
Creſſes in particular, who but the Devil him- 
ſelt ſhould have been able to find out the 


Srails calcin d, Wild Carrot Seeds, Burdock 


Seeds, 
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16 O8/ervations on Mrs. Stephens 


10 a Blackneſs, or a Coal, together with all 


ceſſary to be publiſh'd, is what is far beyond 


As for Hips and Hawes they can only be 


with Swines Creſſes, burnt toa Blackneſs to 
 diſgniſe it: For as to the Honey ſhe is pleated 


needful only to bring the neceſſary burnt 


or Paſte, of which Conſiſtence the Soap was of 


N 
* 


Seeds, Aſben Keys „Hips and Hawes,all burnt 


the other PRocessts, Medicines, Mix- 
tures, and particular Quantities, ſo very ne- 


my Comprehenſion, unleſs it had been her 
tutoring Truſtees of the Profeſſion, who 
might, perhaps, without ſuch proper diſ- 
guiſe have diſcover'd, or found it out of 
themſelves. Nay, even alſo, that the Snails 
ſhould be neceſſarily gathered in May, June 
or July, or beſt ſtill the firſt of theſe Months. 


had towards the Autumn. Chips and Straws 
may indeed be had all the year. Thus judge 
whether ſhe waited all theſe times. 

Well, but now, after her ſo very exact 
Method of making of her Pills, ſhe, at laſt, 
acquaints us, that if the Stomach will 
not bear the Decoction, a ſixth part of the 
Ball made into Pills muſt be taken after 
every Doſe of the Powders. Mighty well 
truly; here the Ball ſerves for, or makes 
the Pills; which Ball, by the bye, accor- 
ding to her own Account, is only Soap 


to mention there to be added, that ſeems 


Creſſes to the proper Conſiſtence of a Ball 


It 


Bnet oo aa Alte. ES og 


And I am alſo fully convinced, that ſhe thus 


originally uſed it, until ſhe fell into the 


hands of her Friends of the Profeſſion, who 
ſeem but too plainly to have taught her.this 
moſt notable Farrago here cooked up together, 
with that very ſingular manner of preparing 


and confounding the Whole ; ſo as that 


hardly any private Perſon ſhould compre- 


hend or properly be able to do it; or that they 


could not think it worth their own while of 
preparing it; whatever Apothecaries might 


chuſe to do in undertaking ſo to nike it 


for them. Beſides this, a ſreand Conſide- 
ration ſeems to offer, to uit, that it might 
thus be more valued when puggled or hid. 
Yet what pity, methinks it was, on adding 
ſuch a number of Diuretic Seeds, Herbs, 
Sc. they had not even added all the Zzrhon- 
triptics, or Diureticks and Emollients 
that are known in uſe amongſt us; ſo that 
jomewhat might hit, tho” moſt were burnt : 
Yet without burning the hole, or the Re- 
ceipt, which I incline not that the Truſtzes 
ſhould ſuſpe& to be my Meaning. For my 
own part, I always judged and am fully ſa- 
tified, that the plaineſt and ſimpleſt Medi- 
cines, as well as the like manner of prepa- 


ing, is always the beſt and moſt eligible. 
Nei- 


RECEIT T. for tbe Stone, &c. 17 


it ſelf before. And thus the whole original 
Secret does in reality appear to be plain Soap, 
whether for the Decoction, or for the Pills. 
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18 OHervntiaus on Mrs. Stephens 
Neither would I ever value or give the very 
leaſt conſideration for the Knowledge of 
ſuch a confuſed, ll, ill.contriu d Mixture of 
Things ; or ſuch an idle and moſt ridiculous 
Preparation thereof; ſince we muſt or ought 
to know on which we depend, or which it 
is that principally does the Feat. And there- 
fore accordingly it is, that we confide and 
rely, in one ſample Medicine, as that of Merc. 
the Bark, Ipecacuen, Rhubarb, Opium, 
ec. in the moſt intricate, or moſt difficult 
Cafes. I might further obſerve on this Head, 
of her Aſſiſtance from her Tutors of the 
Profeſjion. in the cooking up of this Receipt, 
that the Words, Dreſs and Manner thereof, 
ſeem pretty plainly to diſcover it; as that 
of her Crucibles of the twelfth Size, — 
to acquire an acrid Taſte, — calcine, — 
Averdupois, Suppreſſion of Urine from 4 
Sroppage in the Ureters,— Formation of 
Gravel, —— impregnated, — retat- 
ned, Sc. And now I ſhall next obſerve to 
my Reader, that I cannot but frankly and 
freely own, that I aſſerted her Powder (be- 
fore her Diſcovery thereof) to be burnt 
Oyſter Shells, mix'd with Sal Prunel ; and 
I cannot but at the ſame time own, that J 
am yet a little of the ſame Opinion ſtill, 
from my taſting it. And this I am the more 
readily induc'd to believe, or more confirm d 


in, by Mr. Boltons Paper of Powders, which | 
: Care- 


accor 
Why, 
laxats 
ing th 


nt 


ill 
ore 


h 1 
are 


occaſion d by het multiplicity of Buſineis at 
that time) ſince they were extremely diffe- 
rent in their Taſte 5 the one appearing to 
be very ſenſibly ſtrong of the Salt, or Nzrre, 
whilſt the other proved quite inſipid, or 
without any ſuch like Saltiſb Taſte, which I 
likewiſe made Mr. Bolton himſelf to ob- 
ſerve at that very time; and who then en- 


deavoured to excuſe it, by telling me of her 
great hurry, c. It ſhews however the 


Uncertainty of her Preparations, even in 
ſuch where ſhe can any way pretend they 
have been the moſt ſucceſsful, as in this 
Caſe. Let this I am ſtill well ſatisfy d in, 

that the calcin'd Oyſter Shells with Nitre 
is the better Medicine of the two. Never- 
theleſs it may not allo be amiſs, yet fur- 
ther to remark of her Powder, that the 
principal uſe thereof, which ſhe her ſelf 
leems to give it, is that of its being an A/ 
Iringent, ſo to prevent the Patient from 
falling into a Looſeneſs, from the great uſe 
of the Decoction, which ſhe acquaints us is 
laxative, as Soap, no doubt, is, and yet 
more particularly with Water. But now 

according to her own Method and Doctrine, 

why, I pray, give /enrtzve Electuary or other 


laxative Medicines upon the Patient's be- 


ing thus render'd coſtive by the great uſe of 
her 


Rent r for che Stone, &c. 19 


carefully examined (and which were made up 
in a very great hurry, as he acquainted me, 
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20 Obſervations on Mrs. Stephens's 


her Medicine or Powder? Since it is plain, 


and even granted by her own Obſervation, 


- thar if the Perſon forbears the Powder, or that 


he rakes leſſer, or but ſmall Quantity of 


em; and at the ſame time more of the De- 


coction, it will thus render the Body more 
lax, and conſequently, at leaſt, anſwer the 
fall Intention of the lenitive Electuary. 
Nay, it ſhould thus, ſurely, methinks, be 
far preferable; becauſe thus altogether per. 


form'd by the ſole Uſe of her own Non-ſuch 
*Remedy. Neither would there then be any 


occaſion for the Paticnt's taking ſuch an un- 
neceſſary and improper Quantity of this ſo 
conſtipating Powaer, - 

As to the vaſt Pain ſhe ſpeaks of, which it 
occaſions in ſome, and for which ſhe accor- 
dingly adviſes Opiates, that appears plainly 


likewiſe to be an idle Fogg=tro7, ſhe probably 


has lately learn'd from ſome of the Profeſ 


ſion. Such Pain, no doubt, proceeds from 


her over or exceſſive Doſings, of which Mr. 


Bolton became perfectly ſenſible, and by my 


Advice for a while forbore the exceſſive 
Uſe thereof; or that of taking it in ſuch 
Quantity, or ſo often as ſhe had ordered 
him; and which ſhe did not then perſiſt in, 
but ſeemed readily and willingly to agree 
thereto, on my telling him to acquaint her, 
that I adviſed it as the beſt and ſafeſt Me- 


thod. Nay, he had even in a great mea- 


{ure 


thin, 
pliſh 
Frię 
inde 
{0 V. 
teach 
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ſure reſolved (after three Weeks taking it) 
entirely to have left it off, from the Vio- 
lence of the Pain it put him to, (and as he 
alſo judged himſelf rather worſe than better) 
but that I perſuaded him ſince he had come 
ſo far, to try it yet farther 5 and that he 
ſhould, at leaſt, continue it double that time, 
but to leſſen the Quantity, or not to take it 
ſo often; nay, that he might ſo find the 


like Medicines) and which he accordingly 
did. | 2 2a 


tine of Laxatives, ſhe is pleaſed to obſerve, 
and to compliment the Phy/zcrans, poſſibly, 
or probably, by the Advice of ſome of her 
tutoring Friends of the Profeſſion, to wit, 
on that part of occaſionally heloins the Pa- 
tient to a Stool, for which, + Take, ſays 
ſhe, the ſuitable Means by the Advice of a 
Phyſician; for which uſe, ſhe thus ſeems 
willing or inclinable to allow them to be 
fit and proper. I hope they are to be very 
learned ones for that Purpoſe ; and none 1 
think more compleat and well accom— 
pliſhed for that, than ſuch her futoring 
Friends of the Profeſſion: And yet, who 
indeed can be more fit, if fo proper, as this 
ſo very knowing Lady herſelf, who thus 
teaches all the Profeſſion. 


D 2 "\ 


Ule thereof (as of other Diuretic or ſuch 


Well, but in the next Paragraph on the Doc 


1 


1 

1 
p 
[ 


22 Ob/erontions on Mrs. Stephens“ 
I As to her Obſervations on Dyer, 1 
will venture to ſay, that ſhe knew very little 
or rather nothing of that Affair in the Be- 
ginning ; or when TI firſt viſited ſome of 
her principal Patients, at that time under 
her Care; and very poflibly or probably, 
ſhe loſt nothing by the Hints (on this Syb- 
je& ſhe might pick up amongſt her Pati- 
ents) which came from ſome of us. 
Now, towards the end' of this good Fe. 
male's Preſcription, ſhe is pleafed to ac- 
quaint us, that where the Perſon is aged, 
of a weak Conſtitution, or much reduced by 
the loſs of Appetite or Pain; we are then 
to alter her Powder, and to give or mix a 
à greater proportion of the calrm'd Snails, 
ſuitably to the || Nature of the Cafe, 
Mighty well again; and now lct the moſt 
tearned Diſciples and Followers of this very 
knowing Female, decide or determine this 
proper and neceſſary Quantity; for my own 
part, I dare ſwear and promiſe, I fhall never 
attempt it, or ever endeavour to dilcover 
that great Myſtery ; it may, indeed, be moſt 
fit and only proper for fuch knowing Adepts 
her Followers, to pretend to. But as to the 
leſſening, or increaſing of the Quantities 
of her Medicines (there alſo menrioned in the 
ſaid Receipt) accordingly as the Perſon can 
bear it: I well remember, that in the 


Caſes publiſhed by Dr. Hartley, as well as 
7 the 


the common Pretence, to be, where the 


Patient was ſo very weak or fqueamiſh, as 
not able to take the full Quantities as or- 


dered ; then died, grew worſe, or that they 
left .off ; it was always alledged by her, or 
her Adherents, that the real Fault was, their 


not having taken a ſufficient Quantity of her 


Medicine. 

GLaſtly, As to the Pills, ſays ſhe, they 
are principally or moſt properly to be taken 
in particular Caſes, as that of Fits of Gravel ; 
and yet fhe before adviſes them as a Succes 
daneum for the Decoction, where the Pa- 
tient cannot ſo well take it; or that it docs 


not agree with them, and ſo conſequently is 


proper to remove the principal Malady, to 
wit, either Srone or Gravel. The Lady 
bBl-———g fays, the Decoction not agreeing 
with her, The inclined ro have taken the 
Pills, but chat Mrs. Stephens told her they 


would not do ; whether ſo, or from any 


private Reaſons ſuch Anſwer Was made, WC 
cannot determine. 

In fine, it ſeems hardly worth the while 
to trouble the Publick (at preſent) with 


much more on this //mple Subject, only this, 


methinks, we may add, that ane Would. be 
ſomewhat ready to imagine, that there had 
been a whoſe Poſſe of veteran Females, not 
to uſe the harſh Expreſſion of o omen 
that had all been N together, at the 
con 
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24 Obſervations on Mrs. Stephens's 


contriving, wording, and writing, of this 
moſt admirable and unparallell'd Receipt, al- 


though there were not any ſuch (as we are. 


willing to ſuppoſe) concern'd in the Publi- 
cation thereof. 5 
In a word, I cannot well help thinking 


it were much to be wiſh'd, for the further 


Satisfaction of the Publick, that if ſuch who 


have the proper Power, and at the ſame 


time are ſufficiently willing, duly to inſpect 
into theſe ſo laudable Affairs, ſhould a 
little more exactly and particularly exa- 
mine upon Oath (in a proper Court or 
Place) this ſo very ingenious and ſo very 
well-meaning Female, and poſſibly not 


- worſe, if ſome proper Perſons of the Pro- 


feſſion were preſent, ſo I ſay to ask When? 
Where? From whom? Or how ſhe origi- 
nally came to the Knowledge of this ſo very 
valuable Receipt ; together with the fo 
very ſingular and moſt particular. Method of 
preparing thereof, Sc. And whether ſhe 
prepared, uſed and practiſed it in the ſame 
manner when ſhe lived with the Barber, or 
in that of the picking or working of Hair, 
when in that Trade? As well as at what 
time ſhe firſt begun to praiſe the ſame ? 
And who her firſt Patients were ? Since 
Soap has been long ſufficiently known, 
and particularly that commonly called a 


Soap Batch or Soap only and Water, ſo 


frequently uſed by the Countrey Folks in 


gra- 


RxrcereT for the Stone, &c. 25 
graveliſh Caſes, c. As alſo whether ſhe 
had no help in the cooking up this Receipt? 
and who it was ſo aſſiſted her therein, and 
how ? 

But to ſift and examine ſo very narrowly 
into this Affair, might perhaps be to diſco- 
ver too much, and conſequently not alto- 
gether ſo very faſhionable. In ſhort, of 
what great Uſe it is, or like to be, now 
it is diſcovered, either to my Reader, or to 
the Publick, I muſt leave them to judge. 
Let it may poſlibly be advanced, notwith- 
ſtanding all here ſaid or obſerved, that the 
whole of theſe Remarks amounts to very 
little, ſince Facts are ever preferable to all 
ſorts of Ratiocination ; for that ſhe has not 
only done Feats, but that the Affair is ſill 
yet further to be examin'd before that a pao- 
per Certificate be given by the Truſtees for 
that purpuſe. Now, if this be even grant- 
ed, nevertheleſs this Act, methinks, does 
not declare, certify or inform us, that ſuch 
Certificate is to be ſigned by the whole 
Number, or even by the moſt knowing in 
theſe Afrairs, but that it is ſufficient if ſign- 
cd by the greateſt Number of thoſe named ; ; 
and itis greatly to be hoped, that ſuch are 
3 very inclinable to be favourable to 

er 

And now then, ſince J am alſo ſome- 


what inclinable to be favourable, Jam con- 
ſequently 
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ſequently even ready likewiſe to admit, 
when it is put to Tryal, by Order, or un- 
der the Examination of the Truſtees, that 
it will or may even then do ſome good, 
(as well as other Things or Medicines daily 
do.) Nay, perhaps, even ſometimes as much 


good as O) of Sweet Alnonds, and Syr. 


of Marſh mallows is frequently obſerved to 
do: Or yet, whether ſtil more than that, 
or altogether ſo beneficial as ſome wther 
things, I am even willing, likewiſe to leave 
undetermined. Nay, I am ſtill ready to go 
further in this, and thercforc I will as yet 


: ſuppoſe, that by the taking of an extraordi- 


nary Quantity of theſe Medicines, the Sto- 
mach becomes thus over-charged and load- 
ed (as it certainly does with fore who can- 
not ſo well bear it as others) it may thus, I 
ſay, in ſome meaſure hinder em from load- 
ing or overcharging their Stomachs with 
other Food, as not thus to be ſo able to 
bear it, and conſcquently, not to create ſo 
great a Quantity of ſuperfluous Fumours, 
occaſioned by over-cating of their uſual Ali- 
ment, &c. And therefore, from that ab- 
ſtemious Way of Living, tho' ſo artificially 
brought on, they may find the mſelves bet- 
ter. Notwithſtanding all this here allow d, 


1 ſhould nevertheleſs be very willing to 


know, whether all Patients, who are made 


to, or may become better from any ſuch 


Caulc 3 


Rectit T for the Stone, Sc. 0: -: 
Cauſe 3 or as yet, from the due Uſe of any 
other Medicine ; Whether ſuch, he of 
ſve, 1 ſay, . who adminiſters that, would 
I have Title or Pretence, to any Reward ? 
becauſe, if they have, many. of the Profe(- 


ſion (probably) might ſo come in for ſome- 
z thing likewiſe. However, ſince the Tra- 
) fees are ſo benevolent to propoſe, faithful- 
ly to examine into the good Effects of this 
7 ſo very notable Noſtrum, Method, or Me- 
> WH dicine, that they may accordingly do 
> WW themſetves and the Publ/zch Juſtice and Sa- 
t tisfatFion, it might not, perhaps, be very- 
- greatly amiſs, were they to have ſome ſort 
= of Regard to the following Thoughts, 
which, if they ſhould not ſo readily have 


- been adverted to by them or others, I do 
[ here humbly offer to their, or the pub- 
- lick View, vis. That after having exa- 
h mined the proper Patients, to experiment 
0 on, they would accordingly be pleaſed 
0 to chuſe a ſufficient number, many of 
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5, them alſo to be as nearly alike, as can be ; 
i ſuppoſed in Circumſtances, or Ailments, q 
J- Conſtitution, and Largeneſs of the Stone, or a 
ly WM Quantity of the Gravel, c. and fo to give 

- them various Medicines, as Diureticks, &c. 

d, in uſe with the Profeſſion in ſuch like Caſes. 

to And thus carefully to obſerve, which it is, 


de that has the beſt Effect, whether that of this 
ch If female, or all, or any of the others. 1 
c: i E | might 
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might perhaps here be expected to ſay ſome- 
thing farther on the Difficulties which may 


| poſſibly ariſe on this Propoſal ; but it is 


ſufficient that I leave it to the Truſtees, to 
conſider and improve this Hint, as well as 
to the Practitioners of the Hoſpitals, who are 
ſo curious and expectative as to judge it 
worth their while to try and follow her 
Preſcription, not (it ſeems) being ſuffici- 


ently before acquainted with the Effects of 


ſuch like Medicines, or Hodge-potch Compo- 
ſitions. 

And now there remains one Obſervation 
more, I would as yet add, which is, that 
whatſoever great good there is in this Grand 


Medicine, I always freely declared before | 


it's Diſcovery, as I now do ſo till; that 
even ſhe not any more than her Followers, 
is acquainted; 3 nay, are entirely unacquain- 
ted, with that which is the principal thing, 
or the beſt and moſt uſeful part of the whole 
Receipt ; or where it is ſuch Virtue lies, or 
the improvement thereof, which according- 
ly has better or worſe Effects, by a ſort of 


meer Chance, as they happen to uſe it. But 


if here urged, Why do I not diſcover it, 
if I pretend to know it? I imagine then, 
that I may be allowed to anſwer, that J 
know not that it is incumbent on me, to 


teach or inſtru her, or her Followers, with: 
out 
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out being aſſured of my proper Share of the 
Pl —d— r. Nay, whether I may even de- 


y ſerve ſome Sort of Conſideration from her, 

is or the Publick (in thus laviſhly ſpending my 

0 time on this Subject) by writing theſe Ne- 

as marks, Hints and Explanations, here ta- 

re ken notice of, I muſt leave to them to judge. 

it Let were it rather to be left to me and my 

er Friends (as ſome may have the good luck to 
ci- have it) I doubt not, I ſay, but that then we 

of W ſhould be full ready to determine very fa- 

)0- vourably therein. 


do as yet take the Liberty of adding ſome 
few Thoughts on the Subject of granting due 
Encouragements, for proper and uſeful Diſ- 
coveries in Phyſt 2 | 


The following Funde Was aac ro 
have been put inta one of the publick 
Papers, during the laſt Sefſion of Par- 
lia ment. 


S T1 R, 
F the Publick Health be the which (in 
the preſent Juncture) is truly wilh'd, 
ſought for, and intended, without Biaſs, 
Gel then offer the following Thoughts; 
but if any ſiniſter, intereſted "Motives (or 
private Views) can be imagin'd to be the 


principal End, the Reader need go no fur- 
ether. 


E-2 «Yet 
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© Yet ſince I am willing to ſuppoſe it in 
*the beſt Senſe, I ſhall then inform you, 
* that many years ago, 'I propoſed to the 
then Secretaries of State, Mr. Addiſon, as 
© well as Lord Stanhope, that which I was 
* well ſatisfied muſt be greatly for the pub- 


lick Benefit; but they overlooked the Af. 


« fair, as judging it not ſo properly to be- 
long to them, &c. However, time ſoon 
© ſhew'd the contrary ;z it being not lon 
© thereafter, that a Council of Healih was 
appointed in France, (as well as here) on 

© occaſion of the Plague then at Marſeilles : 
And now, the Houſe of Commons have 


* thoughr fit to take ſuch Matters (in rela- 


© tion to Health) into their Conſideration 


© for publick Benefit. The Purport of: what | 
] then or now have to offer, is this, That 


© publick Rewards be given or granted, to 


ſuch who diſcover, or find out any thing 
for the Publick Good this way: that is, to | 


the real Improvers of Phyſicx. But then, 


that the Publick may not be ſo liable to be 
© impoſed on, let a Council for examining 
* Improvments in Phyſick be appointed, or | 


* proper Perſons to examine into the Reality 
© of thoſe Improvements, or the Jſe and Va- 
© lure of ſuch Diſcoveries: And for the moſt 


effectual Method thereto, all who pretend 


to a ſufficient Knowledge of Affairs of this 


Nature, may give in their proper Schemes, 
for 


© 


R ECEIPT for the Stone, Ec. 31 
for the bringing ſuch a Work to the grea- 
« reſt Perfection; as well as how to make 
Choice of the moſt proper, knowing, and 
* unbyaſſed Judges, And theſe Thoughts 


to be given in againſt ſome certain Day 


fixed, not to be peruſed, or open'd, till 
then; and ſo to be conſider d and put in 
Execution, according to the Merit and Rea- 


5 ſonableneſs of the Propoſal. The which 


« if good, and truly and juſtly followed, the 
© whole World would owe us the greateſt 
Obligations; and by ſuch a wiſe and lau- 
* dable Proceedure, our Nation might thus 
gain eternal Fame. 

_ Yours, &c. 


N. B. The Buſineſs of the College of Phy- 

ſicians, is not to examine into the 

Diſtoveries or Improvements made 

in Phyſick, but to authorize thoſe 

fit to Practice; or to hinder ignorant 
Pradtitioners from doing it. 


—?P'—œ — — 


ADVERTISE MENT. 


s HERE juſt now appears (ſince my 


ſending theſe Obſervations to the 
Preſs (a Pamphlet in Behalf, or in Vindica- 
tion of Mrs. Stephens and her Medicine, 
call'd, Truth unvail'd for the Publick Good, 


I 


30 Obſervations on Mrs. Stephens's 


© Yet ſince I am willing to ſuppoſe it in 
* the beſt Senſe, I ſhall then inform you, 
* that many years ago, I propoſed to the 
then Secretaries of State, Mr. Addiſon, as 
© well as Lord Stanhope, that which I wag 
* well ſatisfied muſt be greatly for the pub- 
lick Benefit; but they overlooked the Af. 
0 judging it not ſo properly to be- 
* long to them, & c. However, time ſoon | 
* * ſhew'd the contrary ; it being not long 
© thereafter, that a Council of Health was 
appointed in France, (as well as here) on 
* occaſion of the Plague then at Mar ſeilles: 
And now, the Houſe of Commons have | 
* thought fit to rake ſuch Matters (in rela- 
© tion to Health) into their Conſideration 
© for publick Benefit. The Purport of+ what | 
I then or now have to offer, is this, That 
© publick Rewards be given or granted, to | 
ſuch who dz/cover, or find out any thing 
© for the Publick Good this way : that is, to 
a * the real Improvers of Phyſickx. But then, 
that the Publick may not be ſo liable to be ; 
© impoſed on, let a Council for examining 
* Improvments in Phyſick be appointed, or 
* proper Perſons to examine into the Reality * 
of thoſe Improvements, or the Uſe and Va- 
© [ne of ſuch Diſcoveries: And for the moſt p 
effectual Method thereto, all who pretend 
© to a ſufficient Knowledge of Affairs of this 


Nature, may give in their proper Schemes, 
for 
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for the bringing ſuch a Work to the grea- 
© reſt Perfection; as well as how to make 
Choice of the moſt proper, knowing, and 
c unbyaſſed Judges. And theſe Thoughts 


to be given in againſt ſome certain Day 


fixed, not to be peruſed, or open d, till 
* then ; and ſo to be conſider d and put in 
Execution, according to the Merit and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the Propoſal. The which 
« if good, and truly and juſtly followed, the 
whole World would owe us the greateſt 
Obligations; and by ſuch a wiſe and lau- 
* dable Proceedure, our Nation might thus 
gain eternal Fame. 

Yours, &c. 


N. B. The Buſineſs of the College of Phy- 

ſicians, is not to examine into the 

Diſcoveries or Improvements made 

in Phyſick, but to authorize thoſe 

fit to Practice; or to hinder ignorant 
Practitioners from doing it. | 


ADVERTISE MENT. 


HERE juſt now appears (ſince my 
1 {ſending theſe Obſervations to the 


Preſs (a Pamphlet in Behalf, or in Vindica- 
tion of Mrs. Stephens and her Medicine, 


call'd, Truth unvail'd for the Publick Good, 
| , 
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 HDVERTISEMENT.. 
I might, tis true, have call'd mine, Truth 
unvaild (on t'other Side of the Queſtion) 


for the Public Good.“ But I can hard. 


ly, indeed, imagine or judge this ſaid 


Pamphlet any way deſcrving our, or 
the Publick Notice. The Author thereof, 


aſſumes thereto, a Name (vis. Pitcairn,) 


methinks, might full as well have been let 
alone, He at firſt then, ſets out ro anſwer a 


Pamphlet, ſeemingly, very little material. 
And next, in order to make up a Pamphlet 


* of his own, fills, or ſwells it with a Parcel 


of Caſes, ſo very frequently heard of, and 


often already publiſhed, that this, with her 
Receipt, makes up the Whole. And now 


I ſhall take the Liberty of adding likewiſe, 
which 1 forgot to mention in its proper 


Place, to wit, in her Directions on Dyet; 


where ſhe ſays, Drink few Liquids, —— 


that ſo the Urine may be more ſtrongly im- 
pregnated with the Medicines, and the lon- 


ger retain'd in the Bladder : If ſo, I ſay, 
I ſhould be mighty. g glad to know, Why 
then make or give Decottion? in which there 
is ſo much Water or Liquid. Would it 
not have been much better, according to 
this Doctrine, to have adminiſter*d the ſaid 
Medicines dry? whether in Pills or other- 
wiſe. But of this more hereafter, if the 


Publick ſhould require it, or think it WP 


way neceſſary. 
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EXAMINATION, 


AN 


Impartial Account 


Of all relating to 


Mrs. STEPHENS 's Cures, and Medicine 
"Ok THE 


STOWE and GRAVEL. 


'In Two PAR TS. 


I Containihg Nine of the ptineipal CASES, 
elt Publiſh'd by B. HARTLEY, aow 
here ſtated ina very different Manner: With 
ſome few Hints on a diffolved Stone in the 
Bladder, | 


It is herein alſo obſerved; 


That the Aut bor of the preſent Papers did Score 
and make known the ſaid Mzprcine of 
Mrs, TOE $ * before ſhe made it Orr 
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TN CE chis Pamphlet has been ebe, I was yeRterday in. 
form'd by ſome Adherents to Mrs. Stephens {ſaid to be rela- 
ted by D. Hartley,] That there were two Patients, who ſome 
time ago had been ſounded by proper Operators, who found 
Stones in them; and they having taken Mrs. Srepbenss Medi. 
eines, were now found, upon ſecond Examination, to be with. 
out any. I ſhall not here make any Objections to this Account, 
as that ſome have been ſounded, nay even cut too by ſome of 
our moſt famous Operators, and thereon by them declared to 
be without any Stones; and yet have been found to have had 
conſiderable Stones ſtill remaining in them, whether when yet a- 
live or dead; whilſt others have been cut by ſuch alſo for the 
Stone, who had none, &c. But rather putting theſe Relation WM 4 0 
now. given out concerning this Succeſs, upon the moſt favoy. 
rable Iſſue for the Purpoſes defired and propoſed, I need only 
in that Caſe recommend the Reader to the Peruſal of the Poſtfrip 


to my firſt Letter herein; where I allow, and am fatisfy'd, thai 5 79! 
it will be ſo in ſome Caſes; nay, that even Vater alone wil ſpend 
ſome. times have ſuch- lite Effect. And ſhould this be Eall'd ir T1 
any great queſtion, after what has already been ſaid in thi | 
Pamphlet: I can, on ſuch occaſion, even call upon one of the exact ; 
Truſtees to whom I then made ſuch Relation, probably, at leat and; 
'a Year and a half ago, Dr. 7 preſent, and I think di it inc 
H — alſo;; at that time inviting the ſaid Gentleman to g lv n 
and ſee a Stone of a conſiderable Size, ſo broke and brought a ” 8 
way by ſuch-like Means, all into broken Pieces of Lane ll it 
ſo that they can as yet be put together ſo to make up thi bat if 
whole Stone. Although I am of opinion this operating Tra“ i: 


never had the Curioſity to enquire, or ever to ee it. But le 
us now ſuppoſe the very beſt we-can of this Medicine, I ſhi 
then only here add, that in ſuch eaſe for Reaſons before hinted 
I imagine I even then deſerve the beſt Share of ſuch Rewan 
Though according to all Appearance, as Matters ſeem to! 
carried on at preſent, ſome ſeem to be much more | eager th 
my ſelf, at ſtrenuouſly endeavouring to procure or get ſuch Re 
ward to be the moſt ſpeedily deliver d; poſlibly, teſt the we 


THE following Caſes, and 


Papers, have. lain by me. 


a word; ſome from. the time of Mrs. Stephens, 
making any great Noiſe in the World. I have accord- 
y publiſhed them, much as they were originally writ. 
& that if. the Manner or Parts of ſuch - ccounts ſhould, 
athear to be writ. at different times, it need not ſeem, 
wry frange. Neither have 1 carefully endea vour d. 
to poliſh the Style, not judging that greatly neceſſary io 
ſend much time therein, e 

I have nevertheleſs endeavoured is keep as near and 
xa to Truth as poſſible; and if therefore, notwith- 
handing this, there ſhould happen to be any thing bere= 
in inconſiſtent, or contrary io that ſtrict Veracity, 1 
have aimed at, I can only ſincerely aſſure my Reader, 
(bat it was no way intended.” Neither do 1 imagine, 
up hb! if there ſhould be any thing improperly repreſented, 
1 70 that it will be found io be in any very material Point 3. 
if it ſhould, which I flatter my ſelf it will not, none 
ball be more ready to acknowledge fuch Error, and. 40. 
nale proper and publick Atonement for it. I do at 
tbe ſame time moſt ſincerely and ſolemnly declare, that 
| bave not hitherto, neither do I nom owe the leaſi ill 
Mill to Mrs. Stephens, as ſome may but, too readily 
ugzeſt or imagine: For why ſhould I indeed? ſince ſhe. 
ver inclined, intended, or did me the leaſt Injury that: 
know of ; unleſs I would ſuppoſe ber having injur*d or 
miſled the Society, of which I am a Part. Tb even, 
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; in this particular, I ſhould be more ready to blame 

„ P yan adit ES £4 
But why as yet, I pray, muſt a Man be looked upon 

as an Enemy to this notable Female? Is it ſo, becauſe 

he ts willing and ready to inſtirutt or inform his Soci- 
ety, ſo do avoid the Errors they are like to fall ino? 

J not this bis Duty to the Society of which be is a Mem- 
ber? Nay, even to Mankind in general: Or is it not 

. what they are reaſonably to expett of bim? And is he 
not to aver Truth wihout Fear, or Favour, to an 

» _ particular? *Tis well if thoſe who judge otherwiſe, 
be not Enemies to their Society, and Mankind in 
general. e Ns ends AK 3 
Zei ubalſoc er I may have ſaid in the following Pa- 
pers, or hawſoe'er I may (by ſome) be repreſented, per- 
haps, in being thought in what I have writ concerning 


# 
% 


this Female Practitioner, to have dont it in an over- 
pointed Style or Manner, if it appears ſo to them, yet 
I know not but it is fully as allowable where the / 
publick Intereſt is at ſtate, as all or any part of this 2 
I have ſo ſaid. x, ho i | 5 
Alt the ſame time I cannot but ſay, hovuſoe er ſevere n 
J may herein appear to have been, it would even to Wl 7 
me ſeem hard, ſhould ſhe receive nothing from the Pub- i 
= lick for her Diſcovery ( ſince invited or adviſed there- - by 
= 703) and that too, notwithſtanding ber Diſcovery, may wW 
[ £3 not appear to me the moſt ſincere: Zet how much that Pu 
1 Gratuity,ought to be, or what Share ſbe deſer ves of bo 
5 that Sum ſpecified by the Publick, is what muſt be 4% 
a 2 left as the Publitk or the Truſtees ſhall think proper io Mo 
H | determine, Or as yet whether, cr how far ſuch who 2 
have adviſed or tutor'd ber io her gwn Diſadvantage, har 
vi | _ ought accordingly to make good ſuch Gratuity, or Fa- the 
4  Fisfation, ſhe may be judg'd io deſerve, is what I mult I be. 
3 leave to others to decide. - 7 
1 As to publiſhing who I am, it will eaſily enough be 
1 known, ſhould that be neceſſary. And ſhould the Name 
5 only ſerve to ſhew who gains the Victory on this wy 
$ . | 3 je 
E 1 
V 
if % 


. 


1 ject again ſuch Gee it 3 5 hardy worth 


the wh tle. 


In fine, my Reader may likewiſe obſerve by the 2 10 


cond Letter at the end of * Caſes, that 7 no Way 
ſeem to have meant any " Will to Mrs. LIT Ns 


N. B. t- may not as yet be altogether improper I 


| bete acquaint my Reader, that the otber, or Second 
Part, is call'd, Mrs. Sr EPRHENSs's Receipt for the 


Stone and Gravel, with proper Obſervations and 


Explanations thereon, Sc. writ by me alſo, and 


publiſh*'d ſome Months fince : Such therefore as bave 


already purchaſed that, may. have this preſent Part by 


it ſelf from the Publiſher, 


It may not likewiſe be improper to inform ny Rea- 
der, that the foreſaid Part, call'd, her Receipt, with 


proper Obſervations thereon, &c. thus firſt publiſh- 
ed; the Pampbletſellers have frequently, when call d 
for, inſtead thereof (from what have obſerved) deli- 


vered, or ſold to the Purchaſer, quite another Pam 


phlet, (in bebalf of Mrs. Stephens) calPd Truth un- 
maſk*d for the publick Good, Sc. Of which idle 
Pamphlet I have ſpoken a Word or two, at the end of 
the Obſervations on the Receipt, This ſaid pamphlet 
bas ſo been given in place of mine : That, lis true, like- 
wiſe has ber Receipt therein, with a few Caſes before 
publiſhed (by D. Hartley) to make a Pamphlet. Yet 
bow ſuch Blunder ſo happens I cannot ſay (ſince intirely 
different Titles) unleſs deſigned by thoſe Lenders, the 
more to promote the Sale of the other. Although I 
more readily judge it to be, that having ſold mine, and 
baving ſtill the other by them (to ſave T1 rouble,) give 
the Purchaſer that which remains with them. So that 
be who defi res to have the right, muſt examine theTi tle, 
which in full is, 


Mrs. STzenznss RECEIPT for the Ston- 
and Woug with proper Obſervations and Ex- 
Planations 
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. *not- conſequently | eat» 
ing it? if not always to uſe it during Life; and ſtil} 
more, as the Patient grows in Tears: Since Stones 
and Grave! ſtill are engender'd from the ſame Cauſes, 
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phinations: thereon. Together with ſome Mint = 
concerning the Preamble to the Act of Parliament 


on that Subject. To which are added, ſome few 
Thoughts how moſt properly to encourage valuable 
Diſcoveries, or real Improvements in Pbyſict or 
Surgery. Printed for T. CoopER, at the Globe in 
Paternoſter- Rut. 1739. Price Sixpence. 


Que. Whether if this Medicine be often found 


vſefal (by the long Continuance thereof) there will 
bo a Neceſſity of often repeat- 


particularly the older. the Patient grows. 


Secondiy, Whether by the long Uſe of ſuch ſtrong 
Diuretics, ſo greatly forcing Nature out of her uſua} 
' Road; we do not thus much change her common, 
; Courſe? ſo as to alter the whole Animal Oeconomy, 
and the uſual Secretions (hardly well to be recover'd 
in old Age,) Nature and the whole Fabrick by this 
Means ſuffering. And laſtly, thus becoming ſo 


much the ſooner deſtroy'd. 


ER RAT A. 


Page 7, l. 22, for mo read on. P. 9, for Kerry r. Cary. 
P. 24, l. 13, for her r. him. And the Marks * + to the 
Notes at bottom ſhould be in the place of eachother. P. 31, 
I. 15, for ſeem r. ſeem d; and l. 31, at, may have in 


A 


(1) 


A full EXAMINATION of 
Mrs. Stephens's Gures, &c. _ 


AVING had the Curioſity to examine ſe- # 
veral of the Patients of Mrs. Stephens, in 


relation to the Cures for the Stone or Gravel 


rform'd by her; I found them, as near as I can 


poſſibly judge, to be in the following Manner : 
| . 7 ** | k a 
Mr. Bull, at the Globe in St. Paul's Church-yard, 
having been much troubled with the Gravel, and 


being under her Care: I found him according to 


his own Account to have beena Perſon who uſed to 
drink his Bottle of Wine at leaſt one a Day, (of 
red Port;) though others have alledged to me, 
it was oftner more likely to be two, Whereas, now 
being better; by the Uſe of her Medicines, Sc. 


for many Months, it is to be obſerved that du- 


ring all this time he quite alter'd his former Re- 
gimen of Life, as that of eating no dry ſalt Meats, 


drinking no red Wine, but inſtead of the Quan- 
tity and Quality aforeſaid, only Hf a Pint a 


day of white Wine, add to this, about @ Quart of 
Water during that time (in which her Medicine 
is diſſolved) not uſed before. And though I do 
not inſiſt from this, on the Invalidity of her Me- 
dicines, or that they were of no Uſe ; yet ſurely 
had he uſed none ſuch; but only to have obſerved 
the ſame Regularity and Abſtinence here ſpect- 
fy'd, in relation to Aliment, he, unqueſtionably 
muſt have found himſelf better. This is more ful- 
ly and particularly proved, even eight Months af- 
ter taking the ſaid —_ when he found _ 
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ſelf greatly better: he, nevertheleſs, in November 
laſt, 1737, again fell very ill; but then it was al. 
ledged, that he had not ſo duly, or had ſome 
time neglected the taking her Medicines. Upon 
Sis Pretence, I then, or on his Recovery, aſked 


ed his Method of Living, or to have been a lit- 
tle more free in that? Which he frankly owned 
me he had; and thus it plainly proved to me, that 
his Indiſpoſition, in a great meaſure, depended on 
the. Irregularity of his Living, as has 'been ob- 

ſerved, | = 
N. B. This Patient is ſtill troubled with the 
fame Malady, proportionably to the Irregularities of 
his manner of Living, 
; I ſhall here alſo obſerve, that I ſpoke on the 
like Occaſion with the Honourable Mr. 'Carteret, 
whoſe Cafe may be as publiſhed by D. Hartley, 
Yer this I think may not be improper alſo to be 
added, according to that he related to me, viz. of his 
Abſtinence (fince taking the ſa id Remedy) from all 
ſalt Meats as above; and tho' always moderate in 
Wine, yet ſince the taking Mrs. Stephens's Medi- 
cines, drinks not above half his uſual Quantity of Cla- 
ret at dinner, and full as little if any at ſupper ; where- 
as he uſed formerly to drink his Pint or fo at each 
Meal: he now allo allow'd himſelf more frequent 
Draughts of ſmall Beer, which he uſed not before. 
This, with che Uſe of 'a Pintand a balf of Water ber 
Medicine is mix*d in, for a daily Addition, muſt 
furely make a great Alteration in the alimentary 
Fay, and muſt accordingly, of itſelf, prove to be 
a much more 4iluent Method than formerly; und 
conſequently he might find himſelf better had he 
even taken 0 fuch Medicines, tho? allowed alſo to 
be uſeful, as other proper Medicines likewiſe _ 
e ave 


\ 


j 


: | . 
have been, eſpecially if continued ſo long as theſe 
were, to wit, off and on, now at leaſt two Years ; 
d for ought I know ſtill was in Continuanes? 
e to the laſt. But in fine, dying about a 
Month ago, on opening him there were ſtill two 
Stones found in his Bladder, big as ſmall yaw ger... 
though probably about three Years he had uſed. 
this Medicine. But then the Anſwer firſt was, that 8 
he did not continue it regularly, or had not perhaps 
taken it for a Year, Yet on ſecond Conſideration, 
the Aliſtants to this good Woman, or her Confe- 
derates, next obſerv'd, they ſaw'd the Stones in two, 
and thereby demonſtrated to the Learned in Poli- 
ticks, that her Medicine had had moſt extraordi- 
nary Effects towards waſting them, not perceptible 
before, and might conſequently have diffolved the 
whole, had not the Patient thus unluckily made 
his final Exit before this great Cure was duly per- 
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formed. | 
III. 

Thus then it may not be improper to obſerve on 
what has been already ſaid, that Mr. Snape the 
Turner in Panton-ſftreet, (a Caſe alſo publiſh'd) 
drank large Quantities of Decoctions of Herbs, 4s 
Mallows, &c. at his firſt ſetting out, before the 
Uſe of her Medicine, as well as the uſing of conſi- 
derable Quantities of Oy! and Rum, which did ac- 
cordingly bring away very large Quantities of Gra- 
vel and Stones, of the latter, at leaſt, birty ſmall 
ones at the ſame time often uſing likewiſe the Le- 
nitive Electuary; which Lenitive he every now and 
then continues to. uſe even fince the taking of her 
Medicines, propoſing ſtill to go on with it at pro- 
per times. And tho? he is now caſy and free from 
voiding of Stones, yet ſti}! continues to void a gla- 
ry Sixe with his Urine, the common Humour at- 
tending or producing Stone and Gravel. Tis true 
he takes notice, that for all the Stones he voided 

= before 


PL 


7 FP 


049: 


before the taking of her Medicines; to wit, the 
Bolus's and Powders, yet he found himſelf no way 
relieved of his Pain; but then it is alſo as obſerg 
vable, that for the ſpace of at leaſt fix Months 
time, during the taking of ker ſaid Bolus's and 
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4 Powders, he found himſelf no better neither; until 
g the drinking of her Bolte of Water each day, with 
* the Soap diſſolved therein: after the Continuance of 
„ which for ſome ſhort time, he then begen to find 
"i himſelf better, and ſo mended daily. Now from 
* what has been faid, it ſeems pretty evident, that | 
4 Stones and Gravel were brought away from him 
th moſt plentifully before the taking of any of her 
; k Medicines, that is, as has been ſaid, by the ſole Uſe / 
$1 of the Mallow Drink, Oil and Rum. So that had ſ 
. this been continued as lopg as her Medicines were, n 
Þ it ſeems, beyond all Controverſy, he would have „ 
4; found himſelf as well, if not ſooner. - Nor need it h 
$1 ſeem ſtrange, that he did not find himſelf as yet re- 0¹ 
Þ lieved on his voiding the ſaid firſt Stones, ſince 
3s there were many ſtill behind, which occaſioned 
ſuch remaining Pain and Uncaſineſs; z yet when the 
whole was brought away, ſuch Diſorder muſt con- ( 
ſequently ceaſe, whether ſo brought away by one, kn 
or t'other. He alſo freely owned to me, that the * 
Uſe of her Medicines much cloy'd or pall'd his Slo- bel 
much (as I obſerv'd,) and the et was alſo con- qu 
firm*d to me by ſeveral others who took it, (though pet 


it may not do ſo with all, or to have the like Ef- 
fect 3) yet this was abſolutely denied by D. Hartley 
when I 3 it to him, its ever doing ſo. 
Mr. Snape was laſtly taken ill (on a Sanday) of a 
violent Pain towards the Neck of his Bladder. (ſup- 
poſed to be from a Stone there,) upon which the 
Apothecary being called, he adminiſtered a Gly- 
ſter or two, which had a good Effect, ſince the Pa- 
tient thereupon found himſelf much eaſier. Hon. 
7 he * e no * and ſtill continuing indif- 


poſed, 
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poſed, D. Hartley attended him, together with/Dr. 
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F Shaw ; they thought fit, it ſeems, to adviſe and 

* order him to take Mrs. Stephens's Medicines, and ſhe” | 

8 being accordingly calPd upon for her Aſſiſtance, did 1 

] make him up her Medicines, *tis ſaid, more ſtrong 1 

1 than uſual 3 of which they gave him ſo much, that 1 
h he could take no more; and ſo refuſed the farther. 1 
f Uſe thereof, the former proving no wayuſeful; con- 1 
d tinuing ſtill to grow worſe, and voiding no Urine. 7 | 
N Upon which Mr. Hawkins was called in, to ſound 1 
it or relieve him, tho? that alſo was to no Purpoſe or = 
m Advantage. It was next, *tis faid, propoſed to 4 
er hurry him up and down in a Coach (as to Kenfing- = 
ſe on,) but the Patient refusd to comply, ſaying, that | | | 
id ſuch- like violent Motion would kill him; and to 1 
S me indeed it ſeems to have been an odd and deſpe- = 
ve rate Propoſal on that Occaſion 3 in fine, on Friday F 
it he died. In the mean time, our Practitioner goes 

e- on in like Manne. OR 

il | IV. A 

he Dr. Hartley, after having uſed her Medicines 

n- (Fithout at the ſame time, as he ſays, ſo much as 

ne, knowing what they are) now for about the ſpace of 

he * twelve Months, freely owns he finds himſelf xs 

10- better. I cannot but ſay then, that I very much 

on- queſtion, that it would have been poſſible to have 

gh perſuaded him to the Continuance for a twelve 

Ef- Month of any one Medicine or Method that could 

tley de communicated to him, even by the ableſt Hand 


of the Profeſſion : What can we ſay then for ſuch 
of a an ent huſiaſt ick Credulity and Infatuation? A Man of 
up- Learning] and one bred to the Profeſſion !. thus to 
the confide and abſolutely and only to depend on the 
Ily- hidden Noſtrum (at leaſt to him) of an innocent 


Pa- Woman. Alas! for Learning, and alas! for De- 
ow- grees; for if this be the Caſe, then this good Fe- 
iſ⸗ ff 


ed, Now near three Years, and we hear of yo Amendment. _ 


* 
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099: 
male furely deferves em alſo. But it would ſeem 
probable that this honeſt Gentleman has not feen or 
known a Sufficiency of Practice. He drinks only 
A very little white Wine, and daily takes her Bottle 
of Soap- Water with her Powders , he alledges in- 
deed, that by the Uſe thereof he brings away Gra- 

vel, Sc. and fo he would with a continued Ufe of 
all Diluents. But he obſerves to us, that the U. 
rine he voids, as well as that of others who take 
her Medicines, is greatly impregnated with certain 
alkaline Particles, &c. Yes truly, I allow it, and 
that it is the fineſt or more ſubtile Parts of her alła- 
line Powder or Shells, which mixes with the Blood 
and is ſeparated with the Urine: turning to a 
green when mix'd with Syrup of Violets (he ſo much 
wonders at) and from this ſame Reaſon alſo it fer- 
ments with Acids. Nay, it is plain, this very ſub- 
tile Powder, fo ſeparated with the Urine which falls 
to the bottom of the Por, together with the com- 
mon gary & ze attending thoſe Maladies, is thus 
plaiſterd together, (which ſhe and her Adhe- 
rents call all Sand, or the Stone diſſolved:) And this 
Ido pofitively inſiſt upon, Not but that I allow, 
if there is yet Sand, or Gravel, it may alſo be 
brought away, or mix*d therewith, Nay, I will e- 
ven alfo admit, that Pieces of Stones be brought 
away by the Uſe of proper Medicines, or that 
ſome Stones, by accident, and indeed likewiſe - 
even by the proper Means of Art and Medicines, 
may be crumbled, or ſeparated, and brought a- 
way in pieces; of the Frutk of which, I am well 
fatisfy d. Vet I do not from thence. infer, that it is 
therefore practicable on all manner of Stones: How- 

; ever, I am nevertheleſs alſo. of Opinion, that there 
are few Patients, or none, but may be render*d to- 
lerably eaſy during Life, by proper Method or 
Means taken (without cutting) ifthey be governable. 
The Gentleman, indeed, upon talking with 2 

| Leg | _ 5 the 


leſs trong or efficacious for any ſuch-like farther Uſe, 


the Regulation of his Diet, &c, acquainted me, 


that he had before the Uſe of Mrs. Stephens's Me- 
dicines been for a Year or two on Vegetable and Milk 
Diet, together with Briſtol! Water, yet found him- 
ſelf no way better by this ab/temious Method, I then 
obſerv'd to him, that there could hardly be two 
Liquids, in all likelihood, more improper for him 
than that of Milk and Briſtol! Water: And chat 1 
was not therefore any way ſurpriz'd that he had 
not found himſelf better, by any ſuch Method; it 
being plain to me, that Milk is not of the moſt di- 
luent kind; this laſt being ſo very neceſſary in all 
ſuch Caſes; and that the Briſtol Water is as little, 
or leſs ſo, appears as plain from its limy, chalky, or 
aſtringent Quality. Nay, is it not unqueſtionable, 
that the moſt certain Uſe of this Water is in the 
Diabetes? that is in ſhort, to remedy our piſſing jo 
often; whereas in that of Gravel, &c. Diuretics, and 
the powerfulleſt Diluents, which conſequently make 
us piſs the moſt frequently, are accordingly found 
to be the moſt uſeful. As to his Experiments, made 


no his own Urine (in taking Mrs, Stephens's Me- 


dicines,) as well as on thoſe of different Waters, or 
Mixtures, &c. for the Trial of diſſolving of Stones: 
that Water is one of the moſt conſiderable we ve- 
ry well know, as we have frequently before hin- 


ted, and often ſpoke of. Now as to the . 


Næto-River Water ſhould alone have a greater Effe 
than when mix'd with her Powder, in relation to 
diminiſhing or wearing of the Stone, it no way 
appears ſtrange to me, tho? greatly intricate and won- 


derful to him: To me it appears as an Aſtringent, 


or Alkali, put into this common diluent Water, which 


being thus clog'd, conſequently has thus a leſs dif- 
ſolving Quality, as all Liquids, or Menſtrums, are 


only capable of diſſolving their proper Quantity of 
any thing put into them; gnd thereafter becomes 


But 
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ET: Coy: 5 
But what is it this learned Perſon labaurs fo bard at ? 
What is it that all theſe ſo very painful and trouble. 
ſome Experiments drive at? Why, truly, to prove 
that Mrs. Stephens's Medicines are the endo 

« ſolvers of Stones of any thing be has experimented, Now 
\ n | 7 . A 

there might perhaps be ſeveral Particulars in his 

Experiments to be call'd in queſtion: But to make 


mort Work, allowing him all that he wants to prove, 


yet I ſhall not therefore allow him, that the greateſt 
or moſt violent and ſudden D:ſſolvers, Stone- Breakers, 
Drivers, or Lithoutriftics, are conſequently the beſt, 
the moſt ſafe, or the moſt adviſable in, all Caſes, 
Nay, that which is the leaſt fo, is that which in 
many Caſes, is the moſt ſafe, and the moſt adviſea- 
ble to be uſed. | = | 
. W | 
Mr. Screen, at the Seven-ftars in the Old Bail), 
ſeems in a great meaſure to confirm what has 
been laſt hinted at. When I firſt call'd to enquire 
about the Narure of his Caſe and Condition, I 
found him to be in ſo much Agony and Pain, 
that he deſired to be excuſed {peaking to me until 
he found himſelf better; though this was at leaſt 
"eight Months from the firſt taking, and the Conti 
nuance of her Medicine. But it was alledged, he 
had neglected, intermitted, or had not taken it ſo 
regularly as be ought to have done; tho? it ſeems 
rather greatly to be ſuſpected, that he took full as 
much thereof as his Caſe required. The ſecond 
time I call'd, I was told he was better; yet whether 
gone out (as they told me) or otherwiſe, I know 
not, but I did not ſee him. About three Months 
thereafter he died: and when open'd by Mr. Frece, 
he acquaints us with one Kidney being ulcerated, 
and intirely periſh*d ; whilſt ſeveral entire Stones 
were found in the other. I have not much to ad- 
vance on this Account: nor any Reflections N 


4 


Dif. 


4 '# L + fo 
"me 5 
. = * F 


-_ 


| ( 9.) N 


# $ " 


— 
4 
* 


make of ſuch Stones found there. their not being a 


diſſolved after the ſo long Uſe of that Medicine, 


to wit, about eleven Months. Since a Medicine 


may even be a good one, and yet not ſufficient to 
diſſolve all Stones, or to perform all Cures; yet this 
think may properly enough be remark*d, that 


beſides loading a weak Stomach with ſuch a Quantity 


of nauſeating Stuff, neither Liquid, nor Powder 
ſeem'd much adapted, or very proper, for any Ul. 
ceration, could ſhe have diſcover'd that, Nay, it 
may I think be freely ſaid, they appear*d very im- 
proper; nor would perhaps even thoſe, or many 
of the Profeſſion have diſcover'd it ; though ſome 
poſſibly might have ſuſpected ſome ſuch Malady 
from Symptoms, &c. However that be, conſidering 
his low State of Health, his great and continued 
Agonies, a wiſe, diſcreet, cautious, and prudent 
Phyſician, would not have inclined to have adviſed - 
any violent Medicines, or that which put him to 
lo great Rack and Pain; but on the contrary to 
have adviſed that only which was gentle, ſafe, and 


%. It is moſt certain, that all diuretic Medi- 


cines improperly uſed, deſtroy and are greatly 
hurtful to the Urinary Paſſages : for which Reaſon, 
they ought to be uſed with great Caution in ſuch 
Caks; or where the Parts are tender, inflamed, 
or ulcerated, becauſe they will ſo be made worſe. 
Thus the Son of Theophorbus, mention'd by Hip- 
fecrates in his fifth Book of Epidemicks, died the 
third Day by the Uſe of a ſtrong Diuretick. 


VI. | 


Mr. Preſton, a Gentleman of the Law, in Kerry- 
jret, a temperate Perſon, and naturally a ſtrong 
vell built Man; conſequently able to bear a ſtrong- 
er Medicine than the former; being alſo afflicted 
Wth the Gravel; after ſeven or eight Months con- 
unuance with her Medicine found himſelf 1255 
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| Snape's Caſe. He had 35 however, according to'his 
Account, taken many Medicines before (taking 


conſtipating Drink, for that of Mrs, Stephens's ſoft, 
hand found himſelf much better thereby. Nor is 


fometimes order improperly, or are liable to Mif- 
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better, yet till yoided the like glary Size, com. 
mon to fuch Caſes, and as ſpoke' of in Mr. 


to hers,) which probably had ſome Effect, in ha- | 
ving carried off part of the Load of Gravel, or 
the fizy Humour; at leaft prov'd ſome kind of E- | 
vacuation, which was no Diſadvantage to the ” 
Uſe thereafter of Mrs. Stephens's Medicine: How- 
ever, during the foreſaid time of his Continuance 
to ſuch Medicines before hers ; he then alſo 


kept to the conſtant Uſe of the Briſtol Water; of y 


which I have before obſerved the Impropriety in 
the Caſe of D. Hartley : So that it appears no way 
ſtrange to me, if he found no great Advantage 
thereby, and that on his changing ſuch dry, chalky, 


oily, /alt or ſoapy Water; he thus on the other 


it any way material, its having been ordered by 
this, or t'other, ſince the beſt Practitioners may 


takes. He farther obſerved, that Milk did not 
agree with him, rendering him coſtive (whether 
much uſed during the ſaid time I know not) but this 
| Obſervation on Milk is more particularly con- 
firm'd, the Impropriety thereof, as hinted in the 
Caſe of D. Hartley. The Charge of this good 
Female*s Medicines (as the ſaid Mr. Preſton obſer- 
ved) ſuppoſing him to have continued it a Twelve- 
month, muſt amount to about 501. which Charge 
he ſeem'd to complain of; and as he is very frugal, 
and greatly willing to ſave Charges, ſo becauſe I told 
him I knew the Compoſition, he appeared ſufficiently 
willing to be inſtructed therein; to which I inſinua- 
ted, that I could not obſerve what Advantage I ot 
the good Woman ſhould reap by acquainting bim 
therewith ; though I had at the ſame time, in gent 


way. 
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9 
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der. However, Mankind eſteem thoſe Things moſt 
which are kept as Secrets, and ate the moſt. hid 


from them; thus chuſing to pay the moſt liberally 


for being deceived, or kept in the dark ; very rare- 
ly valuing plain or open Truths ; and conſequent- 
ly they mult e'en be left to go on in their own 


VIE. 

Mr. Pain, Butler to the late Serjeant Bains, I 
was next inform'd of, asbeing quite well, and en- 
tirely cured, under the Care of Mrs. Stephens ; he 
inform'd me he had taken her Bolas's and Powders 
for ſome very conſiderable time, that is for many 
Months, to little or no Purpoſe : after which ſhe 
judged proper inſtead of the Soap-Bolus's to give 
him the Bottle of Soap-Water daily, which he no 


ſooner the firſt time zafted, than that he cry*d out o 


her, This is Soap: on which ſhe, laughing, replied, 
What if ut is? at the ſame time owning it 70 be 
jo; yet then allo pretended and told him, That 
was not the principal Thing therein. e, after 
ſome Continuance herewith, found himſelf conſi- 
derably better, eſpecially after one very fevere 
Fit he had therewith; at which time he voided 
a ſomewhat ſofti/þ Subſtance, ſuppoſed (if I miſtake 
not) to be 4 /oftned Stone. In a word, he continued 
at this about a Year and a Quarter, before he 
judged himſelf ſufficiently well to leave it off, al- 
together, During which time ſhe adviſed him not 
to drink red Vine, nor to eat Cheeſe, Oyſters, or 
traſted Bread, The firſt of which was, no doubt, 
very proper to abſtain from, and poſſibly the ſe- 
cond was as well let alone z but what there' was 
much material or injurious in the laſt, to wit, the 
toaſted Bread, is what I cannot well obſerve, unleſs 
that it was dryer than when untoaſted. Thus then 
R . 


ral, told him, that it was Soap and a feſtaceous Pou. 
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it is to be taken notice of, that there was here alſo 
an Alteration made in regard to his Aliment (as ob- 
ſervꝰd before;) he now drunk only alittle white Wine, 
. with her Bottle of Water each Day, more than uſual, 
for twelve Months or longer. But even ſince this time, 
tho' pretty briſk and well when I ſaw him, yet he told 
me, he ſtill continued to void the ſame glary Size 
as before ſpoken of: Nay, he even likewiſe farther 
complain'd of Increaſe of Pain, and Diſorder of a- 
nother Ailment: He ſaid, tis true, he was afflic- 
ted with it before, though not ſo much, which I 
know not that I am at ſo much Liberty to name, 

ſince ſome incline not to diſcover the like Ailment, 
tho* I may, I think, ſay, that a Weakneſsor Bearing- 
down of ſome Parts, (ſuppoſing it ſo) I ſhall not, 
however, over poſitively affirm that to be increaſed 
by the great Uſe of this ſaponacious Medicine. But 
even at beſt, is there any great Miracle in all this? 
to find a Perſon relieved of ſuch a Malady after a 
continued Ule of Medicines for fifteen Months ? Yes, 
ſay they, but we have long tried a Phyſician: Yes, 
ſay I, but longer ſtill when they have tried both, 

N. B. He has had another Fir lately. 


VIII. 


Mr. Bolton from Newcaſtle, one likewiſe quoted 
in D. Hartley's Caſes, a Patient alſo of Mrs. See 
hens*s, who I believe did continue her Medicines in 
the like regular Manner as is mention'd in his 
Caſe; after ten Weeks taking it, he thought of lea- 
ving it off (as there ſpoke of) till encouraged by 
me to go on with it fs ba or three Weeks longer, 
(he being come for that Purpoſe ;) after which he 
accordingly begun to find himſelf more eaſy, as 


there ſaid ; though before this, ſhe ſo over-loaded, 


and over-dogd him with her Medicines, as to pul 
him to inexpreſſable and inſufferable Pain: When 
on his great Complaint thereof to me, I 
5 an 
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and alſo told him, to tell her, that I recommended 


it as the ſafer Method to forbear both as to Quan- 
tity and Frequency of taking her Medicines; fo 
that for ſome days he took not above half ſuch 

uantity as before, until he found himſelf more 


capable of going on with the full Quantities. I, all. 


along, or even before he begun to take it, rold him 
I well knew what the whole was, and as I jude'd it 


might be of uſe to him, more eſpecially the Liquid, 


ſo I rather encouraged him in the Continuance 
thereof than otherwiſe: Although according to 
his own Confeſſion, the Powders did never agree 
with him, much injuring his Aſthma, he alſo freely 
and frequently owned to me (as well as *confirmed 
by his Nurſe) that, of the palling and entirely ta- 
king away his Stomach, or Appetite, by the great 
Loads, or the ſo freqnent Uſe of the Powders and 
Soap- Water (though no way taken any notice of in 


his Caſe ;) yet how could it well be expected otber- 


wiſe in one in the 68th Year of his Age? From 


hence then it was plainly obſervable, both by him- 


felf as well as his Nur/e, &c. that he eat little or 
nothing, at leaſt, much leſs than uſual ; ſo that 


it might be conſidered as a kind of an artificial 


Starving: Nor could there thus conſequently be 
ſuch an Increaſe of Humours, Size, or ſo, to create 
ſandy Subſtance. To which may be added, a greater 
Care and Uſe of more ſoft, light, and eaſy digeſt- 
ing Aliment, a ſtill greater Abſtinence from ſtrong 
or ſpirituous Drinks than before, with the addition- 
al Quantity of 4 Quart of Water daily more than 
his uſual. This I may ſay, with the Jong Conti- 
nuance of the Oil and Salt therewith (ſo frequently 
uled by the Profeſſion,) or Sugar, a kind of Salt 
alſo, as Syrups are, is it, I ſay then, any way mi- 
raculoys, ſtrange, or wonderful, that any ſuch Per- 
lon ſhould find himſelf better, or relieved thereby, 
after the ſo going on (with all the Care, m_ 
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neſs, and Obſervation imaginable) for ſeven or 


eight Months together? But why, ſay they, did 


- not. Phyſicians do it? I can only ſay, that if it is 


his or any other's Misfortune not to. meet with, 


to know, find out, or to diſtinguiſh a knowing 


and able Pbyſician from another; or not to know 


how to chuſe, or to decide by common Senſe | 


and Reaſon rather than from com mon Vogue, great 
Hurry and Confufion (even in Buſineſs) Show, or 
Intereſt ; this or ſuch-like Incapacity, or Deficien- 
cy of Diſcernment, is not my Fault, But who, I 


fay, would continue or go on with fuch a Load of 


zauſeous Stuff with ſo much incredible Patience 


and Obſervation for ſo long together, with any, 
even the ableſt Phyſician i» Town ? but to have 
changed him, and probably half a Score more in a 


far leſs Time, Or is it yet any ſtrange or uncom- 


mon Thing to find a Patient very greatly, or 
much relieved after ſome Months Ule only of the 
Scarborough or Tunbridge Waters (alſo thereby to 
void Stones and Gravel, &c.) fo to carry off a Fit, 
or Ailment of /uch-like Malady? Surely this is what 
is, and daily may be obſerv'd by all Men. To 
conclude then as to the particular Caſe of Mr, 
Bolton; whate'er Advantage he might reap by my 
Cautions of Forbearance of her Medicines, when 0- 
ver-done ; or by my Advice of Continuance thereof, 
when he was grown tired, and ready to give them 
over; it was not only he that reap'd the Benefit 


thereof, but ſhe ſolely reap'd the pecuniary Profit, as 


well as the ſole Credit and Repulal ion of the whole, 


: *- 
Mr. Stiles Caſe, alſo publiſhed by D. Hartley, 


in his laſt Book of Caſes, being the 47th there men- 


tioned; rather ſuppoſes than proves the ſaid Pa- 
tient's Malady to have been 2 Stone, or Gravel : 


Since he owns, that he voided neither by the HE 
| | BE -0 
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five Months. But grew free, ſays this Author, from 


"I i 
of Mrs. $ tephens's 8 Medicine, though conti nued for | 


his Complaints, and has continued ſo ever ſince e left 
off the Medicines, which is more than half a Year, 
February 7, 1738-9. i to the Veracity of this 
Account, I humbly” beg this ingenious Aut bor's 
Pardon, if T do, and yet; needs differ with him i in 
that Particular (though he perhaps then knew no 
better.) Yer it is certainly true, that this very. 
worthy Gentleman Mr. Stiles, with whom I was 
well acquainted, had been ill of a feveriſh Malady 
for the Space of three or four Weeks, that is to- 


wards Chriſtmas, about three Months-after the ta- 


king of Mrs, Stepben;'s Medicines, and towards 
ſix Weeks before the foreſaid Date, as may be ob- 
ſerved from this. ſame Author's Atteſtation as a- 
bove. 

And now I am next willing to remark on the 
ſame Subject, that ſoon after the Date here men- 
tioned (if not ſtill much indiſpoſed from that very 
Time I ſpeak of) this ſame greatly eſteemed Per- 
ſon, did again fall ill of a long and lingring Ilnefs, 
ſeemingly tending to the IAerical, or Faundice like 
kind of Malady ; of which Indiſpoſition D. Hart- 
ley can be no way inſenſible, ſince he attended him 
therein until he gave him over, The Patient Lai 
died thereof ſeveral * Months thereafter, and in ſuch 
a very hard and deplorable State, as that his Con- 
dition was highly to be lamented by all who knew 
him. 

During which time of D. Harlley his attending 
bim, this Practitioner obſerving the Difficulties, or 
Imp; obability of Ver- coming and curing his Ma- 
lady, did accordingly prove inclinable to have ſome 

other 


* Six Manths Ilinefs, and it is even red, that he was 
taken ſo before the Date mentioned by D. Hartley: Nay, that 
he then attended him before the 7th of Feb. 17 38-9, and 
preſented him with the {aid Book w hen ill in Bed. 
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| other Phyſician called in, ſo to bear ſomepart of the 


Blame (if afterwards judged to be a miſmanaged 


Affair;) in ſhort, to take a Share with him in the 


Diſcredit of the Patient's Dying, and not to have 
that to happen under his own Hands alone. 
And thus it was that another Phyſician of E- 
minence, c. was call'd in, at which Readineſs of 
the ſaid noted Practitioner's coming (on ſuch- 
like Occaſion) I muſt freely own, I was not a lit- 
tle ſurpriz'd, and even ſorry to hear he ſhould 
be ſo ready, in the leaſt. to have been concerned 
with any ſuch undertaking Practitioner; in all Ap- 


earance, more fit to join with Mrs. Stephens than 


with thoſe of a more regular Education. Nay, 
It is even related by this ſame woriby Family, that 
it was as yet further intended for the Patient, 
ſtill to have taken the /aid Female's Medicine in caſe 
he ſhould, a little, have recovered from the very 
bad and ſo low State he then was in. 

And now it may not be amiſs I acquaint my 
Reader, that this ſame Gentleman, Mr. Stiles, had 
for a very great number. of Years been regularly 
attended, with long and frequent Fits of the Gout, 
(particularly of latter Years,) and which indeed he 
was never any more viſited with (at leaſt no way 


regularly) after the having taken this ſaid Woman's 


Medicines ; which ſeems to me to have had the fol- 
lowing Effect, to wit, the occaſioning a far great- 
er Secretion of Urine than he uſed formerly to have 


before taking of that Medicine; in a word, it 


ſeems plainly to have altered the natural Courſe of 
the gouty Humour, uſually in his Blood, by the un- 
common Force and extraordinary Tendency of ſuch 
Medicines, carrying or hurrying the ſaid Fluid to 
the Kidneys ; at the ſame time dilating, forcing, 
and opening, as they went, the Veſſels thro? which 
they paſs'd, particularly thoſe of the urinary Kind, 
on which they principally operated, 


And 
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And then ſo it was, that though ſome Hornourg 
might thus he diſcharged, and the Patient become a 
little more eaſy for ſome ſhort Time (perhaps from 
the ſame k ind of Humour like wiſe attendingthe Blad- 
der.) Vet, upon the whole, the general Courſe of the 
Fluids and Humours, Ding thus more eſpecially ſez 
cern'd, and carried off this Way; the Courſe of 


Nature muſt conſequently ee ſo entirely al- 


ter d, and not any more as formerly to diſcharge the 
foreſaid common gouty Humour, as it had uſually 
done before on the Extremities, ſuch as the Feet, ot 


Hands. And thus alſo it appears to have been, that 


upon leaving off the ſaid ſaline, ſoapy Medicines, or 
Diuretics, the ſame generated gouty Humour then 
came to be mix*d with the whole Maſs of Blood; 
Nature not beingable any more (from Reaſons before 
hinted at) to throw it into the Extremities as ſhe 


uſually had done. 


From hence it likewiſe ng apparent, that ts 
ſaid 1Zerical or Jaundice-like Malady enſued: more 
eſpecially on the entire leaving the farther. Uſe 
of ſuch ſalt or ſoapy Medicines, ſo much given 
vith the greateſt Succeſs in all Herical Ailments; 
In a word, even ſo it happen'd, together with a 
Mortification of one of the Extremities (to wit, the 
Foot, ) that this greatly to be regretted Patient made 


his final Exit. As to the Veracity of what here may 


be advanced, I do appeal to that Family, Sc. and 
dare ſay they wiſh he had never uſed her Medicine. 

And now without troubling the Publick or my. 
ſelf further, in running after a Multitude of ,Peo- 


ple, or examining: any farther (ſince that would be 


endleſs) theſe nine Caſes here related, will | imagine 

be fully ſefficient to ſatisfy ſuch who truly incline 

to examine, with the preateſt ene into 
that Affajſr. 

And next, . it may. not be altogether amiſs, chat 

l take ſome Notice 28 of the fifth Concluſion I 

190) 


Mt this Author's Book, where he ſays, I appears from ; 
A tbe Experiments of Monſ. Litter, in the Memoirs if - 
a ' the Royal Academy, for the Mar 1520, from thoſe of : 
3s Dr. Hales, in bis Hemaſtaticks, and from what I | j 
. have here publiſo' d, tbat common Water of ſeveral ; 
8 Sorts, is able to diſſolue a Variety of Stones taken from b 
. the Human Body. This ſhews, that an acrimonious 4 
* Menſtruum is not neceſſary for that Purpoſe : and [ 
8 that even the mere Aqueouſneſs of Urine, may perhaps 5 
* have a diſſolving Efficacy, if its concreting, incruſting 5 
EN Quality could be firſt deſtroyd. I muſt now, on this * 
| | Remark of the ingenious Author, obſerve to my 5. 
Reader, That a few Weeks, or Months at fartheſt, I .. 

before the publiſhing his excellent Book of Caſes, 7 

in converſation I then acquainted him, that Stones ſer 


and Gravel were frequently paſſed and brought a- he 
a way (poſſibly conſum'd alſo) by the ſole Uſe of ;. 
Tunbridge, Scarborough, or other Water. To * 
which his Anſwer was, He did not know any thing Wl En 
of that; though he would now, by what he relates ref 


above, ſeem zo be of another Opinion. 10 
| However, let this Gentleman's Practice, of fra, 
3 Which we have been ſpeaking, or his Opinions, be ¶ it 
F what it liſts, *ris certain that by following this good, y; 
l Woman, ſeveral ſuch-like Patients have been in" WM gi 
. conſiderate enough, likewiſe to follow him; and by 
; he has thus crept into a pretty deal of Practice in mo 
2 that Way. Neither are even ſome Apothecaries Wh tha 
my backward (ſo they find their Account therein) to tere 
Sg be concerned in ſuch-like Buſineſs. But why, in- con 
is dieeed, may it not well be allowed in them, when I mot 
#2 even the Phyſicians of the Hoſpitals receive her in- \ 
= to their Hoſpitals, with her Directions for ſuch- lite WI dg 
* ; Patients; to their Credit be it recorded to all future ry t 
q 4 es. | ants „ 1 | | 
1 But to conclude; after my Readers have peruſed 5 
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the foreſaid Caſes, together with the Part (by me wel] 
alſo firſt publiſhed) call'd Mrs. Stephens's Receipl, 
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with proper Obſervations and Explanations thereon; 
&c, they may then be more able to diſcover, whe- 
ther in the whole I have done Juſtice to.4hat Perſon, 
and her Cauſe, as well as to Ber Adberenis and Fol. 
lowers. Thus they, as well as the Tyuſtess, or the 
Publick, may likewiſe farther 'obſerye, whether I 
have not in Reality, or in Efef, made a true and 
Feltual, as well as a ſincere Diſcovery of the real ef. 


feftive Medicine; which was pretended to as 4 


mighty Secret, and at laſt diſcover'd by her for the 
public Benefit. That I diſcovered and made it 
known, at leaſt, a Year or more before ſhe did, 
and that too without the leaſt Preliminary, inte- 
reſted bargaining for a Gratuity, or any certain Re- 
ward, from any Particulars, ſuch as with the Sub- 
ſcribers to her, or the Publick. But ſince now 
her Diſcoveries have been thought worthy, nay 
have even been determined and agreed upon, with 
her (by way of Bargain) to be deſerving of full 
Encouragement, and a generous Reward; I muſt 
refer, and can onſh leave it to ſuch, or the Pub- 
lick, to determine alſo, whether he who in Effect, 
irankly, freely, and generouſly, before diſcovered 
it (as above) without then any farther intereſted 
Views, does not now nevertheleſs (ſince the fore- 
ſaid Determinations have been made in her behalf 
by the Publick) even fully as well deſerve (if not 
more) ſuch Reward, or the larger Share thereof, 
than even ſhe this notable Female, in her foreſaid in- 
tereſted manner of doing, as well as ſeemingly (when 
conſidered) the inſincere manner of the Diſcovery, 
more obſervable, by my Remarks on her Keceipt. 
Yet it may, *tis true, ſtill be alledged, that I 
did not make ſuch a very formal and open Diſcove- 
ty thereof in the Gazette, or publicł Papers, as ſhe 
has done. To this I readily and eaſily reply, that 
| apprehend, I did all that any private Ferſon could 
vell be ſuppoſed to have been able to do, as may 
| EATON 2:9 5 Hes: £1 bet⸗- 
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Better be obſerved: from the Letters here inſerted, 


Could any private Subject do more (who has not 
extraordinary Intereſt in what may concern the 
Publiclc) than firſt to addreſs himſelf to one at the 
head of the Profeſſion, who has'great Intereſt with 
Mankind; and in high Credit with them in the way 
of his Profeſſion? - acquainting ſuch that he intended 
to publiſh a Letter in the publick Prints, directed 
to him (the laid Phy fician) with his Name thereto, 
as well as that of the Author: Which Letter the Au- 
thor then delivered to him (and which heread) there. 
in actually diſcovering the Purport of the whole Se- 
cret, as is obſerv*d'i the Letter herets annexed. Up- 
on which the ſaid noted Practitioner was pleaſed toex- 
cuſe himſelf (as there like wiſe related) deſiring, at the 
ſame time, that I would not mention his N ame Mere 
in, inſinuating that this Female had many Great Men 
of high Diſt inction, who ſupported her Intereſt, 
and that he might conſequently thus diſoblige ſuch, 
and by them probably he would only be confider'd 
as an invidious Perſon. oran Enemy to the good 
Woman. What was next then to do, but to en- 
deavour to publiſh it in one of the publick Papers? 
Which was alſo ſhun'd by ſuch Proprietors of that 
Paper, or Papers, as has been ſaid, to wit, for fear 
of ſuch Great Perſonages (her noted Patrons,) of 


that of being proſecuted by Law for prejudieing or 


hindering of her Subſcription. 

And next, beſides all theſe Difficulties, to hinder 
my then farther Proceedure in this Affair, I as yet 
conſidered, and alſo very well knew, that if not- 
withſtanding all theſe Hazards, or Difficulties, I 
nevertheleſs ſhould perſiſt, and at that time pub- 


liſh the ſame; what would it then have avail'd? 


or what would have been the great Uſe thereof! 
Since hardly any one Perſon would have been any 
way ſatisfy'd therewith : Nay, poſſibly even but 
few if any of the Profeſſion ; fince they as moſt o- 


hers would ſtill have been hoping ſor far mo 
11 
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Diſcoveries: as well as that moſt or all would ne- 


vertheleſs have remain'd in doubt, whether it was 


the ſame. Medicine uſed by her. In fine, they 


would never have been ſatisfy'd of its being the 


Right, until they had it from herſelf. 


Thus, then, I muſt now leave what I have here 


ſaid to the more ſerious Conſideration of my 


trating Readers, or the Publick, whether or not 1 


have ſaid and done ſufficient on this Subject? And 
whether I accordingly deſerve TN farther Notice, 
Conſideration, or wee 8 | 


The fallowing Len TTER Was ed to be put 111 a nhe 
Grub: ſtreet Journal, (wbilſt yet in Being, and was 


accordingly read before thai Society; but they inſiſt- 


ing that the Author ſhould fign his Name havin (for 


_ their SORE Security ) and he refuſing, that it was 
dropd, 


| "Ts the Author: — ESIL 
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Opinion, that every Individual is obliged, all 
he can, to ſerve the Publick. Yet this, at preſent, 
ſeems to be a very unfaſhionable Opinion, and not 


much minded. Let that however be as it will, 1 


know not, as to my own Particular, whether on 
the old- faſnionꝰd Way of Reaſoning, I can proper- 
ly reckon my ſelf called upon in behalf of the Pub- 


lick, occaſion'd by the Advertiſements lately ad- 


dreſs*d to it concerning Mrs. Stephens's Medi- 
cine, Yet leſt it ſhould be ſo, that I ought to ap- 
pear in the Cauſe and Defence of Truth, I have ac- 
cordingly here ventured to ſend you the following 
Hints for publick Uſe, if the  Publick ſhall judge 
them any way worthy their Acceptance. I thought 
at firſt then co have addreſs'd this Letter to fome 
one at the Head of the Profeſſion, ſuppoſed to be 
a better Judge of theſe Matters than you may = ; 

urt 


T has hitherto, you know, been the common 


F Mo” * N * "IR 1 IP WED \ 
" 5 -- 


| \ 
f 


but having now altered my Deſign, for Reaſons 1 
ſhall not trouble the Publick or you with, I will 
ſeppoſe you, Sir, to be Fore-man of the Fury, or 
general Aſſembly of the Profeſſion and Mankind, 

| fo to determine with their Aſſiſtance, as you judge 
moſt proper. I ſhall firſt then acquaint you, that 

on my informing ſome of Reputation in the Pro- 
feſſion, that I could give ſome farther Light, and 

. a more particular Account of theſe Matters than 

that hitherto publiſh'd by D. Hartley; it was, at 

the ſame time, aſk'd me, Why I did not then do 
it? To which I reply'd, What is there to be got 
by ſo doing? The Anſwer was, Reputation, Repu- 
tation! ſaid I; all to be expected is, that the Pro- 
ſenion in general (may probably) be but too ready 
to ſay, Foh! this Seribler has acquainted us with 
nothing new; or inſtructed us in naught but what we 
knew before, and ſo much for Reputation ; otherwile 
at beſt, Probitas laudatur & algel. So the Good- 
man, or Author, may gain his belly-full of Praiſe, 
or Reputation, yet ſtarve at the ſame time. I could 
methinks write a whole Volume on this Subject of 

Reputation, Nay, when it has even roſe to thegreat- 

eſt heighth, there has but very rarely been much got 

thereby in the way of writing of Books: The Lord 

Bacon and Hudibras died in a ſtarving Condition, 

BY for all their Reputation. And *tis well if Sir 1-—: 

1 had died much better, had it not been for a certain 

1 Chance, well enough known. Neither did Milton or 

$a Dryden fare much better. But to bring it more home 

ig to the preſent purpoſe ; you will no doubt, with 

4 the foreſaid Aſſiſtance, be very ſenſible, Sir, that 

in ſpite of all the Reputation gain'd in this way by 

writing phyſical Books in Ratcliſf's time, yet whilſt 
he lived he ftill run away with the Money. Nay, 
J have heard a noted Author, and great Practition. 
er, facetiouſly ſay, That there was much more got 
by writing of Bills than by eoriting of Books 3 * * 
ane bn den 
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date venture to affirm, that moſt ſuch, 'as well as 


Ratcliff, were or are of the ſame Opinion. In a 
word, I find, that (as times go) when 2 Man has 
Money he has Reputation; whether he attains ta 


fuch Riches by Marriage, Recommendation, or o- 
therwiſe, However, I am not quite fo ſtiff, but 


that I can freely enough drop ſome Hints (to 
the Publick) on this Subject, without being at the 


ſame time much ſolicitous, or any way anxious of 


gaining either Intereſt or Reputation thereby. I be- 
ſieve then I may venture to ſay, that I was the firſt 
who frankly and openly declared this good Femate's 
Medicine to be Soap; to wit, the Pills, or Bolts, 
made up with ſome Teſtaceous Powder, or ſuch- 
like, to diſguiſe it. The Liquid being the ſame 
diſſolved with Water, ſometimes more or leſs dif- 
guiſed, c. Thus I have ſince heard ſome of the 
Profeſſion (as if their own Difcovery, withour the 
leaſt Notice of me) moſt learnedly holding forth 
on the great Virtues of Soap. It is, however, well 


enough known, that Soap Draugbis have frequent- 


ly and many Years ago been adviſed for Gravel, 
&c, Now, as to the Powders in particular, I have 
already aſſerted them to be burnt Oyſter: ſbells mix d 
with Nitre; or that prepared, as the Sal prunell. (of- 


ten very unequally doſed by her in the like intend- 


ed Papers The Account of theſe Medicines I 
long ſince ſent to Newcaſtle, to Mr. Boltas's Son 
(who I doubt not will own it) even before, or as 


ſoon as his Father began to take the ſaid Medicines: 
at the ſame time, facetiouſly telling him they 
might thus alſo go on and praiſe in like manner at 


Newcaſtle, Thus then as I have already, and do ſtill 
aſſert this to be ſo, I do at the fime time affirm, 
that when diſcover'd for the propoſed Reward, it 
will not be found any way materially to differ from 
this. Now, as to the Doſings, that, Sir, ought to 
de according to the Diſcretion of the Phyſician; 
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duly proportion'd to the Fatih his Caſe and Cone 
7c; a Knowledge this good Female ap: 

rs but too much a Stranger to, of which I could 
ive many Inſtances were it neceſlary, or worth the 


while, beſides that of Mr. Bolton in particular, 
uantities to at 


leaſt one half; or even a whole Day's Intermiſſion, 


Ry ben violently rack'd with Pain by her over-do- 
ing. Neither do I think that he will deny, I ad- 


viſed him fo ; ſince I even bid him to tell Mrs, 
Stephens, That I adviſed both him and ber ſo to do, 


as being the moſt ſafe- Method to be followed. I alſo 


told her when he was ready 10 leave it off (as men- 
tion'd in his Caſe,) ſtill zo continue it for ſome. Weeks 
longer, ſince be came ſo far for that Purpoſe, and that 
be Sad begun il: That I, at the ſame time, like- 
wiſe told, him it was 10 Secret to me 3 nay, that I had 
cured ſuch Malady by a much more eaſy Method. And 
now it may not be amiſs I alſo obſerve, That even 
ſhe herſelf appears plainly not to know the Cauſe, 
or the Reaſon of ſome time ſucceeding,: and other 
times to have worſe Succels ; nor will others in ge- 
neral know it any more than ſhe, even when ſhe 
bas diſcover*d ber Medicine. Mr. Bolton (probably 
her. beſt Inſtance) likewiſe allows, and affirms, that 
the * Powders did never agree with him, ſtill injurin , 
bis Afthms, &c. But now, Sir, if then it ſhoul 
thus come to appear, that F long fine, or even 
now, have diſcover'd this Medicine without any View 
of Reward, yet I cannot imagine but thar I ſhould 
deſerve at leaſt as well one half of the ſaid Reward, 
. as the Propoſer thereof deſerves the other. But 
this muſt be left to the Diſcretion and Conf: dera: 


tion of the Contributors +, whether reaſonable, &c. 


is has ſhe OR been ill rewarded for _ 
e 


* This was whilſt the ent Subſcription went on. 
+ N. B. Calcin'd Shells, whether of Eggs, or Oyſters, are 


much the ſame in virtue. 


625) 5 
ſhe has hitherto: done. Vet alas! Sir, what be all 
theſe mighty Feats thus perform*d ? To me I moſt 
ſincerely do declare they no way appear ſo wonder- 
ful, as to ſame (even of the Profeſſion, which I 
am ſorry to ſay.) Do not all men, the leaſt ob- 
ſerving, find that hundreds of People daily are re- 
lieved, and void Stones and Gravel by the Uſe of 
the Scarborough or Tunbridge Wailers! more eſpeci- 
ally uſeful when uſed with Exerciſe. Thus alſo, 
every one of the Profeſſion will I believe readi- 
ly enough agree, that Oil and Syrup, as that of 
Marſh-mallows, &c. continued for the ſpace of a 
Twelve-month (as ſhe does) or even a le Time, will 
bring away Gravel, &c. and ſo alſo render the Pa- 
tient much more eaſy: This, in effect, being only 
Oi and Salt, as her's is, tho' not fo violent a Salt. 
Tho' none of the Profeſſion ſurely would be able to 
perſuade a Patient to continue ſuch Remedy /o long, 
even though ſo much more agrecable than her's 18. 
But I cannot forbear taking ſome little Notice of 
thoſe of the Profeſſion, the Recommendets of this 
Medicine to the Publick, as miraculous, or a none- 
juch Remedy. Have they then thus fudied, and 
received Degrees of being ſufficiently knowing in this 
Profeſſion (Perhaps from ſuch alſo, but too much 
deficient;) and, at the ſame time I fay, ſo much 
to admire, follow, and take the hidden Noſtrums of 
a Woman, not in the leaſt pretending ever to have 
ſtudied this Art, the Nature of Medicine, Aliment, or 
that of human Bodies, &c, Nay they even own- 
Ing alſo to have continued ſuch on themſelves near 
twelve Months, without he leaſt Succeſs; and fo 

fil io go on: Verily, Verily, if this be the Caſe, that 

ſhe till knows more than they do, methinks ſh: even 
full as well deſerves her Degrees al/o: or ſuch of the 

Profeſſion who admire her, ſhould en udy under 

ber; or ſerve their Time io ber. Have not fo.ne - 
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this Way greatly admired, and run after a Rabbhü- 
 F/oman, or an itinerant pretending Oculiſt ? Yet that 
- thoſe not bred to the Profeſſion ſhould be fond of 
running after ſuch Novelties, ſeems no way ſtrange ; 


Lear at leaſt, to dance and ftare at ! For my own 

part (being one of the Profeſſion) were I poſſeſſed MI 
with ſuch an unknowing, idle Way of Thinking, IM 
would directly renounce all Pretenſions thereto, as t; 


ſince this Town muſt ſtill have a May-pole once a 
K 
/ 


finding my ſelf too greatly inſufficient or other- 41 


wiſe I ſhould imagine, that a true Knowledge offi | 
Cures is only to be attain*d by chance. I am, af 1, 
the ſame time, heartily ſorry to ſay ſo much on thief ;; 
Head, being I take the principal Recommender to 1 
be both a Man of Merit and Integrity, (but Truth E, 
will out on this Occaſion,) yet I know not, I ſayM 7; 
whether he might not be full as ſucceſsful in ano 
ther Way. Nevertheleſs, for all that has been adi fir 
vanced, I would not have the World in the lealM 
to imagine, that Tam above learning from wild as 
fans, or even from Brutes themlelves, the Uſe off yh 
the molt /imple Roots, or ſuch-like, any way neuf vo 
or truly uſeful, But this Medicine has in realin »/; 
been robbed from the Profeſſion, having been uſe con 
and taught by them many Ages ago. Now, Wil 7; 
then, cry they, do not the Phyſicians uſe it? 11al 
they do when needful ; yet cannot ſo effeftuall 77. 
erſuade a Continuance as this good Woman cal poin 
Let it ſuffice, I ſay, that all Litbontriptics, or Stonl mor 
drivers, do bring away Gravel, or even ſometin that 


may wear away or diminiſh ſome Stones; but lu (ic 
are to be uſed properly, and that too by a i not 
Hand, Nay, it ſeems indeed beyond all diſpul Pry; 
that the molt violent Drivers, and the quickeſs Si ther 
breakers (ſuppoſing ſuch) are at the ſame tune P 
moſt dangerous ; probably ſufficiently to be pro 
from the extravagant Uſe of this very Medicine. 


i 
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bit that they may ſave themſelves the Labour of pro- 


t that MW ving it to be the very greateſt, Neither is it any 


nd of W way reaſonable to ſuppoſe, as ſome may, that [ 
inge; am in the leaſt an Enemy to the Propoſer, being, as 
nce a MW has been obſerved, I have even adviſed the Conti- 
on nuance of her Medicine, yet J am not for her or ber 


ſſeſſed WM Adberenis endeavouring to run ſuch great Lengths 


ing, I therewith. Thus, I have done no leſs with rela- 
eto, as tion to Ward's Drops (to wit, antimonial Wine) 
other-M alſo borrowed or ſtole from the Profe//ion ; nor do 


Age of 1 know that the one deſerves a publick Reward any 
um, ati / than the other: And I could, methinks, provide 
on th the Publick with a Sufficiency of full as good Noſtrums 
der to as theſe are, at the ſame Price, Thus then I am an 


Trut 
I fay 


in ano 


Enemy to none but the Enemies of Truth. Amicus 
Plato, amicus Socrates, ſed majus amicus veritas. 
In fine, Sir, as this Subject may require ſome 


cen adi farther Eclairciſſement for publick Uſe (as hasbeen ob- 
he lea ſerved) and that this may draw to ſome Length, 


wild Inf is in writing of Caſes, or farther Iluſtrations, &c. 


Uſe ol which ſuch an Epiſtie as this will not admit of; 
ay neußz vould it not then be a much more reaſonable Pro- 
_ realiti tal, ſince ſuch Methods of Rewards ſeem to be- 
en ui come faſhionable, to ſatisfy the Publick, with a fmall 
„ Vi Treatiſe on this Head? After a reaſonable Gratu- 
t? 114 iy is fix'd (left to their own Generoſity 3) which 
fectualii Treatiſe ſhall ſatisfy them, or the proper Judges ap- 


nan ca jointed, that ſuch Method there propoſed is a much 


or Stoll more /afe, practicable and experimented Method than 
"met that propoſed by Mrs. Stephens, or otherwiſe z0 
but ſu ſuch Gratuity to be given. This, I hope Sir, need 
a gti not appear to be an unfaſhionable or unreaſonable 


| diſput 
ſi Sto 

tune t 
Ie pro 
icint. 


Propoſal, for attaining to a modiſh Reputation. Nei- 
her was J ever againſt proper Gratuities from the 
Publick to ſuch as any way made Improvements in 


ain and Stanhope, the giving of proper Rewards to 


b E 2 fuch 


Phy/ick, becauſe I even propoſed it to Secretary Ad- 
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ch who wwere judged to have any way improved Phy. 
ſick, fo as to be approved of by the proper Fudges, 
carſtituled for that Barde by the Publict. 


I am, SIR, —— 


8 


N. B. As I am not he moſt - fond of appearing, 
or ſigning my Name, in the publick Prints, yet I 
am not 6 ſhy, or backward, but even ſo to ſatisfy 
the publick if requir'd : In the mean time, any 
Particular, Who inclines to take the Trouble, 
may inform himſelf of the Printer of this Paper. 

Thich the ſaid Printer objedted to, as too much 
Trouble, and not (he ſaid) cuſtomary, &c. 


P. S. Some of the moſt eminent of the Profeſſion 
ſeem to require, as a ſufficient Proof of the Excel. 
tency of Mrs. $tephens's Medicine for diſſolving the 
Stone, &c. that two Perſons, by them made choice 
of, (properly examin'd with the Catheter by a Li. 
thotomiſt approved by them) ſhould be the Trial, 
or Teſt, they ſeem molt inclined ta approve. For my 
own part I inſiſt not on any ſuch Trial, fince I think 
it may be a very good Medicine, as has been ſaid, and 


2 

yet nos be ſufficiently effeual on all Stones. Neither f 
can I altogether agree, bit that ſome Stones are wreyght : 
upon, or diminiſhed, even in the Bladder, whether by MW ] 
Art, or Nature, (nay it plainly appears to mg ds a 1 
bove hinted,) jo that I do not pawn ny Kepulation on V 
n foreſaid Propoſal, ſuch as think proper to put it 0 WM © 
this ſue may. In the mean time, ] have. methinks at 1 
preſent ſaid ſufficient on the Nature and Quality of this C 
end ſuck-like Medicines, 7 
0 

If ſaid that — Phyſicians have been tried un- fi 
ſucceſsfully before the ſucceſsful Uſe of this Mer P. 
dicine, or that of Drops, Pills, 8c, I ſball only in 
now add, 7 do believe it. ( 


Thi 
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The underwriten LETTER was left ſme Weeks with 
inſerted ; but Difficul- 


the Daily-Poſt, here io be 
ties ariſing, I withdrew it. 


r Author of 5 — 
SIX, 


ſelf with the publick Papers, in which J ob- 
ſerved @ Propoſal of a Cure for the Benefit of the 
Public (to wit, that of Mrs. Stephens,) I thought 
indeed I could alfo have ſaid ſomething to the pur- 
poſe on this Subject, and did accordingly com- 
mence a Letter to one judged to be ſufficiently 
knowing in this way; but he declined appearin 

in the Affair; which might poſſibly render me af 
ſo leſs inclinable to publiſh my Name. On which 
then alter*d my firſt Intention, and inſtead thereof 
directed it to the Author of the Grub-freet Paper. 
But being firſt obliged to read it to thoſe judged 
proper to examine what goes into the ſaid Paper, no 
Objection, was made to the Performance; but it 


was by them thought neceſſary I ſhould ſign and 


publiſh my Name thereto; it being urged as an 
Argument, that D. Hariley had done fo : To which 


I anſwered, that I was not. unwilling to tell them 


my Name, and that they might even declare it ta 


whom ſoe'er ſhould aſk it; yet I could ſee no ne- 
ceſſity for appearing with my Name in common 


News-papers, unleſs on ſome more extraordinary 
Occaſion : nor was it any Example for me that D. 
Hartley did ſo. Now ſhould I repeat all that paſſed 


on this Head, I know not whether ſufficiently amu- 


ling to the Publick, yet ſhall venture ſo to do, ſince 
Frincipally relating thereto, I ſhall however leave 
inſiſting or taking notice of ſo weak an Argument, 
(urged by them) as thata Perſon who keeps not an 
Equipage equal yo another, is not therefore in * or 

7 


— 


Freely own to you I have of late amuſed my. 
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(30). 
 Areument a ſufficient Match for him; but I ſhall. 
rather chuſe to obſerve, it was advanced that this 
good Female had many great Perſonages who had 
taken her under their Protection; and conſequent] 
that there might be riſk in attacking ber Method of 
Cure, or that which had been advanced by Dr. or 
Drs, —— Nay, that even the Law poſſibly might 
likewiſe be call'd in to the fore/aid Power, ſhould 
any one advance what might any way prove preju- 
dicial to her Subſcription, more eſpecially ſince al. 
ready ſo well begun, and the Publick appearing / 
very well inclined thereto. | farther plainly per- 
| ceived that the Company I was in, much inclined. 
to have her Secret for nothing ;, ſo others were but ſo 
good as to pay for it. Which made me farewdly ſu- 
ſpect, that the Publick in general might be of ſome 
ſuch like Opinion, andconſequently I ſhould only have 
the Devil lo my thanks, ſhould I be any Hindrance 
to their receiving ſuch Benefit. D. Hartley was 
looked on as an excellent good Man on this Ac- 
count, though I know not that he well could do 
much leſs, all Things duly conſider' d. One of the 
fame Company allo alledg'd, that all Phyjicians 
hardly or ever meant any good to the Publick, either 
by writing or otherwiſe ; thinking only of their own 
rivate Intereſt, and that all they did was ſo. I own 
I fhrewdly ſuſpected this Gent/eman to be a Follow- 
er of the L-— from his fingular Manner of Rea- 
ſoning. Though I could not allow but that there 
were in the phyſical Profeſſion, as in other Societies, 
' ſoine more or leſs publick-ſpirited Men. I was even 
whiſper'd by the ſame well-diſpoſed good Gentle- 
man, not to be ſo ſplenetic, but cen to let this good- 
natured boneſt Female get ber Subſcription. I muſt 
readily own that ſome of theſe Arguments, eſpe- 
cially the latter, bore ſome weight with me ; par- 
ticularly when I confider'd the Favonr I owed do the 


fair Sex; and that even thus zo ſeem to attack a Le- 
| mart, 


194) 


male, appear*d to be very unmanly. Though | 
could not convince my ſelf, but that I had rather 
directed my Arguments to ſuch) Males of the phy- 


 fical Tribe, as appear'd ſo deeply to be engaged 
therein, ſo ſtrongly puſhing on their Philoſophy on 


us, along with her Practice. But beſides the Rea- 
ſons here given, for now declining my publiſhing 


the ſaid Letter, I farther obſerved, that thoſe of 


the Profeſſion appeared to be well enough ſatisfy'd 
that others did engage in /uch Affairs, 10 that they 
might reap their Advantage alſo, tho? they declinꝰd 
meddling therein themſelves : That is, / they ap- 
proved of catching of Fiſh, but not of welling their 
own Feet for them, So that which might be judg'd 
to be the Buſineſs of every one, , ſeem to be that of 
no one, All theſe Conſiderations, I ſay, together 
with the Duty and great Regard I owe to the fair 
Tribe, made me thus reſolve, and at the ſame time 
to acquaint you, That I ſince obſerve by the pub- 


lick Papers there are two others who interrupt, or 


interfere, with her Scheme, to wit, the all-difſolving 
Powder, and the flewd-p—/js Project, ſtole from 
D—þy, &c. But it is time I ſhould ſay ſomething 
in behalf of this good Female, ſo well inclin'd to 
ſerve the Publick, tho? too much far one Perſon to do, 
or to make up ſo much Phyſick as all:dged by ber, &c. 
She, I ſay then, ſurely deſerves that Sum propoſed, 
full as well as Godard did from K. Charles, for the 
Diicovery of his Drops, or as another did fince that 
time. Nay, I know not whether ſne may 
not deſerve it e'en as well as ſome who may have in 


ſome other way. For my own part, I muſt at the 
ſame time declare, that the Profeſſion ſurely (if not 


the Publick alſo) appear at leaſt thus far obliged 
to her, that ſhe ſeems indeed to ſhew them (farther 
proved by others who have Noſtrums,) that when 
they are once aſſured, they have a zolerable or pro- 
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(42). 
per Medicine for any Malady, they do not too ſooii 
or over-readily leave it; and ſo to fly ſtraight to a- 


- Hother (too common with many of the Profeſſion, 


who ſcarce know the utmoſt Limits of their Me- 
dicine) but as ſhe (who knows no other Remedy) 
They ought, I ſay, ro continue it to the laſt, at 
leaſt until ſure, they have tried the utmoſt Ef- 
fects of ſuch Medicine, and ſo find it will not an- 
ſwer before they take to another. If thus, they 
then, or the Publick, do but receive ſuch Bene- 
He alone from her, ſhe ſurely deſerves ſuch Re- 
ward. In fine; I could methinks bring many 
ſtrong Arguments for the Reaſonableneſs of her 
having, ſome ſuch-like Sum given her; though | 
am apt to think, ſhe might get more by going on in 


practice without the Diſcovering it, fo that it may 


be ſome queſtion whether it be doing her real Service 
in puſhing her to the Diſcovery thereof. Yet this 
muſt be left to her own particular Conſideration, 
and that of her Friends. Thus from this my per- 
plex*'d way of reſolving, or doing and undoing, you 
may eaſily apprehend, Sir, how very difficult and 
uncertain it often appears to be, to pleaſe the Pub- 
tick, even when we ſtrive moſt thoroughly fo to do. 
Let, in fpite of all here ſaid, ſhould there yet re- 
main a farther Inclination of till ſeeing my fore- 
ſaid Letter, I know not whether, in ſuch cafe, 
inore could be ſaid, than that of Submiffion to the 
major Vis. Nay, ſhould even her noble Patrons 


inſiſt on any ſuch Publication, what could be faid, 


' dur that Obedience were better than Sacrifice? And 
now, Sir, though charg'd by one of the foreſaid 


Company, that my principal View in writing the fore- 


ſaid Letter, was merely to acquire a private Gain, 
or Intereſt thereby; yet you may obſerve by this, 
that I can eaſily enough thus lay it aſide, without 
troubling myſelf farther about the Publication. 


Though I cannot by any means comprehend, — 
7 N 
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(88), 
that the "Intereſt of a Particular may alſo be en- 
ſiſtent or blended with that of the Public, and. proba- 
bly when fo, it is the moſt ſolid and renl Iatrreſt df 
both. Neither can I perſuade my ſelf, Sir, thatyou 
have any Buſineſs at all, or any thing to do with the 
Name of a Correfpondent who ſends you a Leuer 
ſince you never pretend to put in any, without the 
due Examination thereof, whether or not fit for ehe 
Publict, as being either profitable or amuſing 46 
Mankind. Now if unfit, why would you publiſh 
it? Or if hazardous, ſtill what Bufineſs have you 
with the Name? (unleſs you were only yd as 
common Printers for an Author.) Since if you in- 
cline not to publiſſi ſuch Letter, on your ownBottomr, 
why rather not to diſſuade ſuch Perſon from che 
Publication thereof, than to ſtrive to involve him in 
trouble, where he reaps none ef the Pruit? What 


gets your Correſpondent by ſending, or comple- 


menting you with a Letter, to oblige the Pub- 
lick, and to; improve your Paper? Is it not you 
who reap all the Profits thereof? And by which 
ſome acquire conſiderable Eſtates, Nor can I by 
any means imagine, as you ſeem inclinable to have 
us think, that it is any Favour done to us, to put 
in a proper Letter into your Paper, but that the Fa- 
vour is unqueſtionably done to you, when any ſuch 
Correſpondent inclines to ſpend /o much of bis Time 
in any ſuch-like Way. If, Sir, you have any Ob- 
jections, or Obſervations to make on This, you are 
at full Liberty fo to ä 


From, 8 1 = Yours, &c. 


N. B. I ſhall not pretend | to detnning whether 
ſome more, even of the Profeſſion, may privately 
be inclinable to have this Noſtrum diſcovered, = be- 


verge 
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lieving to reap Advantage thereby. But I ſhall on: 


| ly fay, that in whatſoe er Light this Letter may 


be conſider'd, as being advantageous to this honeſt 
Female, or otherwiſe ; yet this I will ſtill continue 
to add, that even her Friends (if not the Profeſſion 
alſo) without ſo duly conſidering the Proofs pro- 
| and demanded from her, are likely to'involve 


ſed 
} an into a Scrape, which proftbly cannot redound 


to her or the r Which ſeems 
plainly to appear to me. Now whate'er I may have 
advanced, yet I am no way unwilling to aſſiſt her 
with my beſt Advice, to ſhun that Rock (for the 
ſake of Truth) by her proper Application to me 


for better Inſtructions. But I am well fatisfy'd, 


that when diſcovered, we ſhall hear of fewer Cures 
than now: Nor will it be minded, nor will hardly 


* . 14 


any then know the proper Uſe thereof; which ſhe 


| herſelf even now does not. 
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The Progreſs and Advancement of Knowle 
in this Profeſſion, is obſerved, during the 

Space of Two Thouſand Years laſt paſt; 
whether amongſt the ancient GRE EEK s, or 
RoMANs, ARABIANS, or MoDERNS. 
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LET T E R, ec. 


1 


INC E charged with Singula- 
Y# rity of Opinion, in relation to 
the Degrees of DocToR (more 
particularly in Phyfick) and 
that you deſired me more fully 
to explain my ſelf on this 
Head; you will by this I here write you, 
better judge of the Reaſonableneſs of what L 
advance. | 

I am not infenſible of the daring Boldneſs 
of broaching ſuch Opinions, and of the vaſt 
Crowd of Criticks, Hornets, &c. I muſt na- 
turally expect to attack me on this Singularity 
of Thoughts; yet, as Men who have Souls, 
dare to ſtart out of the common Tract, more 
eſpecially to follow Truth, though ever ſo 


ſimply array'd ; fo my Endeavours have al- 


ways been to keep as near and cloſe to that 

as poſſible, let the Conſequences be what 

they would, Now whether by the Aſſailants 
"= i called 
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called ignorant, cla; OE or 
| es +l ut „ 


Before e 8 a there appears 
not to have been a ſufficient Degree of Ap- 
plication and Obſervation, either in Phy- 
fick or Surgery; ſo that in his Time it 
ſeems to have been brought to the higheſt 
Degree of Knowledge: Nor do we know, 
or will it, I believe, be advanced, that we 
have had any one Perſon who has ever yet 
arrived to his Degree of Knowledge ſince 
his Time (all, or moſt, ever ſince, that is 
good, being taken from him.) Though I 
cannot ſee why we might not as much im- 
prove; as he did, on thoſe before him, and 
conſequently even ſurpaſs him in Know- 
ledge ; when ſuch naturally ſagacious Men 
are to be found (of which all Ages, I doubt 
not, have produced ſome N who, apply- 
ing themſelves in this Profeſſion, ſtrictly 
following plain Truth only, as he did, might 
conſequently ſucceed as well: Vet, how 
difficult this muſt be, in a Time or Place of 
Luxury and Corruption, ſo contrary to the 
common Cuſtoms of ſuch Times; or how 
little any ſuch Men would be minded, I muſt 
leave you to judge. : 

If Formalities, inſtead of Realities, have 


| boon the principal Things improved or * : 
e 
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ed ever ſince, to wit, this two thouſand Years, 


What great Matters then have we to brag of? 
or, Where are our great Advancements, as 


to the Realities of Cures ? It may, perhaps, 


de advanced, that we have made ſome Im- 
provements in the Anatomical Way: Now, 
even admitting this, Can we prove that it has 
advanced us one Jot further towards a Cure 
in Phy/ick, or even that of Surgery? Nay, 
Imay, perhaps, without great Hazard, ven- 


ture to add, or even to perform any one Ope- 


tation better than in his Time, it being a 
Thing well known to Anatomiſts, that the 
Veſſels, Sc. from the Wantoneſs of Nature, 
keep not always the ſame Situation: Thus in 
ſome Bodies, there are only found one pyra- 
midal Muſcle (in Place of two) and in others 


Curiofity and Speculation, as that of being 
greatly Uſeful as to Practice. But as this 
ſeems to lead me into another Field, to wit, 
that of the Nature of Practice in this Art; 
| ſhall, at preſent, chooſe to refer that to ano- 
ther Opportunity, and keep here to the Subject 
propoſed. | 1 
There was not any ſuch Cuſtom as that 
of Degrees of Doctor in thoſe Days; nor for, 


perhaps, even ſo long after Galen; though ſo 


Art, 


none. The Advancements then that we have 
made, may oſſibly be 48 much Matter of 


at leaſt, twelve hundred Years thereafter; or, 


great an Improver of Words and Formalities. 
Hippocrates made himſelf well known in this 
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Art, and wanted no ſuch: Formalities 3 bur 
received the univerſal Voice with divine Ho. 


nours, Sc. The Word Doctor, amongſt the 
Romans themſelves, was no otherwiſe known 
or underſtood, than as a Teacher of their 
Language; that is, in more plain Engliſh, 
a School-maſter ; Medicus being the only 
Name known for a Phyſician, till after the 
Deſtruction of the Roman Empire. 

Tas then the Biſhops of Rome, the Pa- 
pal Authority, begun more particularly to 


 ſhew it ſelf, by the great Conceſſions given | 


from Charlemain, to Leo the Third, in the 
eighth Century; ſtill increaſed by ſucceeding 
Emperors and Princes. Twas then the See 
of Rome ſo advanced their vaſt Authority, 
and ſuch large Pretenſions; particularly in 
every Thing which had the leaſt Regard to 
Letters. Schools in common Ute in the Ro- 
man Time, for the Teaching of the Roman 
Language, ſo neceſſary in thoſe Countries 
they had ſubjected (for the better Under- 
ſtanding of their Laws, Sc.) were, by the 
foreſaid Authority, brought! into a preſcribed 
Method, and thus turned into Seminaries, 
Colleges, and Univerſities, where the Meta- 
phyſicks, and Philoſophy of thoſe Times 


were taught (v2, the Ariſtotelian) or ſome 
Cobweb Chimerical Notions, the Product of 
puzzling unexperienced Brains (without cul- 
tivating and judging from natural Experi- 


ments) thus idly preſuming to explain by 
hard 


< f 
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eranted from Rome (and the Example fol- 


Monks or Eccleſiaſticks, were only to teach 
ſuch Doctrine as was approved of, as well as 


with the common Sloath, Riches, or Fat and 
Formality of theſe Times, and Cuſtoms, ſeem, 
25 yet, plainly to appear in our own two great 


nour only; but likewiſe proved greatly pro- 
ftable to the Roman Pontiff. | 


thus made proper Seminaries for Divines, 
approving and granting them all Sorts of Ho- 
nours, Degrees, &c. need not ſeem ſtrange : 
Nor need it appear ſo very Wonderful, if 
their Chriſtian Religion was, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, blended with ſome Ceremonies or Cu- 


K might, in ſome Meaſure, ſavour of ſuch Cu- 


4 and introduced into all the Learning, Laws and 
8 8 Cu- 


hard Words, the hidden Laws of Nature, and 
ſrſt Laws of Motion, Sc. To this was added, 
their Logic, or approved Method of Reaſon- 
ing: Which Liberty of Foundations, or at 
aſt, Confirmations, were thus, at firſt, 
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lowed by latter Princes ;) the Maſters of ſuch. 
schools or Colleges, Sc. being, in general, 


that themſelves were to be approved of, and 
under the Juriſdiction of the See of Rome. 
The methodical preſcribed Forms of Living, 
Praying, Cælebacy in Fellowſhips, their ſin- 
gular Dreſſes, Names of Colleges, together 


Univerſities. Nor was this Power and Ho- 


That Divinity ſhould be taught there, and 


ſtoms (at leaſt) of the ancient Romans ; which 


tomz, Ceremonies, or Opinions, interwoven, - 
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Cuſtoms of the ancient Romans; any more 
than as all Religions whatſoever have till 
been, more or leſs, tainted with thoſe (ay 
well as that of the Nations) they defcend- 
from, or border upon. Now if the ſame Ec- 
cleſiaſtical or Papal Power, ſhould even alſo 
pretend to: Authoriſe, Tutor, Approve, and 
conſequently Dignify, or give Degrees alſo 
to ſuch as ſtudied the Roman, or other Laws 
of each Country, intermix'd with the Ro. 
man; or even if more or leſs blended with 
Gothic, Feudetary, or Municipal Laws; eſ- 

pecially having ſome Mixture of Canon or 
Eccleſiaſtical Law, ſtill, in ſome Meaſure, 
interfering, or ſome way thus made depen- 
dent on this faid Juriſdiction, or ſo pretend- 
ed to, need not ſeem greatly ſtrange to us, 
But, in the Name of Wonder, and the higheſt 
Admiration! how - Medicines or Phofck 
ſhould alſo be here included into theſe Semi- 
naries, or Colleges (Hoſpitals, ſurely, being 
much the more proper place for ſuch, and 
hardly known to the former) is a Thing J 
cannot ſo well comprehend ; unleſs it were, 
as the Story is told, That in thoſe, or ſome 
fuch illiterate Monkiſh Times, None ſhould 
be made Biſhops but ſuch as could read. So 
poſſibly, it might then alſo be thought Ne- 
ceſſaty, by the foreſaid Authority, that thoſe 
likewiſe applying to Medicine, ſhould not only 
be able ro read, but alſo to learn the Roman 
Tongue (the Greek being but little, or not 


uſed, 


LEFTY 


uſed, or known there, till lately) together 
with the Doctrine, Philoſophy, and Logick 


of thoſe times. There was, indeed, ſome- 


thing further thought Neceſſary, as the 1 
Maſters for that End, to read ſome public 

Lectures on Medicine, &c. But how far 
ſucceeding Ages advanced in real Knowledge 
in this Art, by ſuch Method, is what I will 
not (at leaſt, here) pretend to determine, but 
rather chooſe to refer ſuch Thoughts to ano- 


ther Opportunity, ſhould I find it neceſſary 


to broach my Sentiments on the Nature of 
Practice, &c. Yet this I will, at preſent, ven- 
ture to ſay, that Hippocrates knew nothing of 
this Sort of Education, or of the Galenic ot 


Chymic Medicines, introduced in after Ages: 
And, as to Surgery, the moſt certain Part of 


Knowledge of the Profeſſion, that was en- 


_ tirely neglected, particularly as to the Pra- 


Rice, ſo as to be in a very low State, if not 
in a Manner quite loſt for, at leaſt, fifteen 
hundred Years. It was however not only 
thus, I ſay, that the Papal Authority cranf- 
mitted their Honours, Degrees, Diplo- 
mas, Cc. but this Authority (by Diplomas 
or Licenſes, &c.) was even delegated to 
their Archbiſhops: Nay, even every Bi- 
ſhop had the like Authority granted them 
in their particular Dioceſe, who, I doubc 
not, could read: But what Judges they 
were of thoſe duly qualified for the Cure 
of human Bodies, I leave you to conſider, 

"200 B | But, 


4 2 * 
l 3 — 
* ; I5 - hy n = "SR RPE * 
wy . 3 . * l > g 
- * — . "x Y \ 
k, « - « Digs. 3 - %& 
r ne e 2 — * — — — 


r 

e 

— ——— > — 

2. ut. 2 — — SER pr 2 — * 22 | 
FE ˙1w—‚ RAT er I TI LEE) CIS TI 

| . n LE: \ 2 4] Sow - - 

b CO) . 3 2 = \ l _— 

x At «I . * „ ente r 
r Y Eo 1 


— 


= | 2 
Fre, ere 
- — i oa 
DS, > vb.” 
— 
IST ER ge 
xy wt 
2» = x +. * 
A wy A ra nas MM 
o F) — 


1 9 11 
e 
$ f 5 1 


© BS. ; 
But, methinks, the Clergy may freely 
enough allow themſelves. beholden to the See 
of Rome for the great Power and Authority 
they are arrived at, their Honours, Dig- 
r ons. 
And thus even when Kings, Princes, or 
Subjects, followed the Pontifical Example of 
founding of Colleges, yet ſtill it behoved them 
to be confirmed by the Conſent and Appro- 
bation of this Sovereign Pontiff; who grant- 
ed his Briefs, or Bulls accordingly ; as alſo 
reap'd the Profits of ſuch Foundations, Ma- 
ſters, Scholars, &c. by the Peter's Pence, 
or yearly Money paid him from thence ; be- 
fides the great Power, Authority and Ho- 
nour, he acquired thereby until the Refor- 
mation. Bur it had been well, methinks, 
for Phyfich, had he no way meddled there- 
with; but entirely confined his Semina- 
Ties and Favours to his Divines properly 
(or if the Lawyers pleaſe, he . even 
have them alſo.) Thus, after the Reforma- 
tion, I ſay, Kings and Princes likewiſe fol- 
lowed this ſaid Example made them; found- 
ing Colleges on the like Plans; as alſo ma- 
king Doctors of Phyjick by Mandate, or the 
Chancellor doing it by Recommendation, Cc. 
Vet, whether this (by Mandate from the 
Prince) was done before the Reformati- 
on, may be a Queſtion ? or whether it has 
fince been practiſed, as being Head of the 
Church, or, properly, as Sovereign of the 
| Realm, 


| r 19 
Realm, is what I cannot pretend to decide, 
or of their Comprehenſions in theſe Affairs: 
But it is well known, that the Roman Pon- 
tiffs have not only taken upon them to give 
Titles to Emperors, Kings, Sc. but even 
to degrade them, take their Crowns, &c. 
as Witneſs King Fobn, with others, when 
diſobedient to the ſaid Pontiffs. 
From theſe like Examples, and theſe lat- 
ter Times, it was (poſſibly alſo, by particular 
Favour) that the Profeſſion were incorpo- 
rated into .diſtin& Bodies, with Grants and 
Charters in their Favour ; twas now allo 
that Parliaments thought proper to enter in- 
to the deciſion of this Knowledge (eſpecially 
with us) granting Powers accordingly ; yer, 
what great Advantages have been reap'd from 
ſuch like Methods, I muſt leave them to 
judge ; or what Care any ſuch incorporated 
Bodies have taken, as to the Knowledge of 
thoſe they admit, ſo they get the Pence, is 
ſufficienly known; but certain it 1s there 
was no ſuch Thing till of later Years. Hip- 
pcrates made himſelf ſufficiently known, 
eſteemed, and honoured in his Time (as all 
Men, truly knowing, no Doubt, may.) In- 
riors or Ignorants, will die away of them- 
ſelves, when not attempted to be oppreſſed, 
reſtricted, or minded; and will only ſerve to 
give more Luſtre to thoſe truly knowing; 
nich ſtill, ſooner or later, appears; tho' the 


lnoranr, or Unthinking, are often dazzled 
ES wich 
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with the firſt Eclat, or Show, till they have 

; ſufficiently bought their Experience. In 
China it is ſtill fo as formerly. It is not 

Judged neceſſary to meddle with any one as 

a Phyfician, rio more than with any Man's 

Cook; for if either, or any Man, poiſons 

or 3 does Miſchief, he is accordingly 

liable to be called to Account, and puniſh'd 
for it by Law; and ſo, no Doubt, all ought 
to be, whether of incorporace Bodies, (: 
other wiſe. 3 
The Cuſtom, or Sanction of giving De. 
'grees, Honours, or Authority, ro ſuch as do 
not deſerve them, muſt ſurely do more harm 
than good; and ſo alſo of thoſe that have 
the Authority and Power of granting and 
giving Degrees, Licentiating, Sc. who of- 

ten know as little, or nothing material in this 
J Profeſſion. Now how much Good then this 
| does to Mankind, or what Honour, Men 
truly Knowing, do acquire by receiving 
thoſe Forms from ſuch, is what I leave you 
to judge of. ; 

Nor can I ſee why, in Phyfick, as well a: 
in Law, there ſhould not be Chamber-Coun- 
eil; or, as of old, amongſt the Romans, who 
had it from the Greeks, that is, the Juris 
Conſultus; thus giving the Advice, or fir} *'! 
general Opinion, with the Method to be 
followed by the Practitioners; rather than t0 
follow, or, at leaſt, cloſely to be ty'd down 
to Practice, or common Attendance, eons 

ſelves; 


ee » 
* * 2 n A — * _ k 
? ' _ 
O Por — » 
d ee eee 4 


EE 5 9 
— 5 - . \ 


(13) 
ave ſelves; which they may be ſuppoſed ſuffici- 
In ently to have ſeen, or run through, in the 
not former Part of Life. Such ſurely as judge 
e 28 themſelves capable, might put themſelves 
an's on that Foot; yet, probably, there may be 
ſons fear of venturing to loſe their Practice; (if 
gly ſo, they may go on and keep to that) yet I 
hd cannot imagine, if prudently managed, they 
aghe would, or ought to be leſs Valuable in Con- 
0 ſideration of Intereſt, if truly knowing: Be- 
5 ſides their being capable of doing univerſal 
Good, by extending their ſuperior Know- 
ledge and Method to all Mankind; ſince 
otherwiſe the moſt Knowing, who cloſely 
attends Practice his whole Time, ſhall be 
principally, or entirely taken up with cloſe- 
ly attending, ſome twenty, or thirty, conſi- 
derable Families, and that too in great Hurry, 
eſpecially if a much greater Number: So 
that the reſt of Mankind, conſequently, are 
left to be help'd as they beſt can, or to ſuffer 
and periſh for want of the Advice of the moſt 
Able. For if there be any Preference, or any 
Difference, as to greater Truth and Knowledge 
in this Profeſſion, it is then unqueſtionable, 
that the true Knowledge of the Malady, the 
firſt ſetting out well, is the Principal; ſince 
the Cure is much more rarely wanting when 
we once know the Diſtemper; it being the 
want of a thorough and ſufficient Know- 
ledge in that, which occaſions that infinity 
of Errors, which Practitioners, in general, 
are 
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are ſo liable to: Nor have ſuck Frackitiopen 
(ſpoke of) a ſufficient Time to think, and duly 


to digeſt, conſider thoroughly, to weigh, and 


juſtly co examine a Caſe, even when ſuppo- 
ſed to be ſufficiently capable; but if other- 
wiſe, that they are alſo wanting Capacity, 
in ſuch Caſe we can only leave the poor Pa- 
tient to the Prayers of the Faithful. | 


Whereas in ſuch, or the like Caſe (1 ſay) 


by the Method aforeſaid, of determining and 


directing, whether by writing, or otherwiſe, 


this Perſon's Judgment and Capacity would 
accordingly be obſerved or diſcovered by the 


Practitioner, as well as the Patient; and ſo, 


on the other hand, ſuch a Perſon would be 


moſt able, and ſoon diſcover who were the 
moſt capable of practiſing well, and making 


the moſt juſt Gbſervations; and thus, on 
very extraordinary Occaſions, Alterations, or 
Changes, when greatly difficulted, they 
might ſtill have Recourſe to conſult the for- 
mer (a good Practitioner, ſtill readily know- 
ing the general and common Changes, Cc.) 
Thus the Practitioner would, in Time, come 
to be appriſed of the whole Method of 
judging of the foreſaid judicious Pyhyſcian; 
and ſuch his Knowledge conſequently be- 


come univerſal ; and, in reality, che Patients, 


with their Caſes, with more certitude, more 
perfectly, and effectually taken Care of, than 
in the common confuſed and hurrying Way, 
ſo often without due Conſideration or Exa- 
9 mination; 
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by Kind 
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mination ; and ſurely muſt Rill be much 
worſe, if any room to ſuppoſe him alſo a 
blundering Practitioner. Tis true, indeed, 
that the e Part of moſt Caſes, are cured 


ature, in ſpight of all the bad Pra- 
dice, or repeated Errors of ſuch ; but it is in 
the intricate, difficult, and more dangerous 
Caſes, that the extraordinary Knowledge 
is diſcover'd; or otherwiſe, by the Igno- 
rance and Blunders of the Practitioner, that 
the Patient, once for all, pays the Whole: 
But 1 know not whether 45 ome may not be 
ready to object to having either Truth or 
real Knowledge too plainly diſcovered; thoſe 
however, who truly ſeek the Good of Man- 
kind, as well as their own, will not. 

Such Method, I fay, of Writing, Reaſon- 
ing, or Directing of Caſes, would be a much 
more effectual Way of diſcovering Know- 
ledge, than by the common Forms of Diſpu- 


tatlon in Schools, or by T, &c. ſo often 


borrowed, or ep made by others; 
the former being the trueſt Specimens of real 
Knowledge and juſt Obſervation, founded on 
immediate Practice, as they do immediately 
appear before us; ſince all Caſes, probably, 
are more or leſs differing one from another, 
and conſequently to be judged of accordingly : 


And therefore the general Method laid down, 


whether in Fevers, Smoll-pox, &c, can be 
of little or no Uſe, there being no ſuch 


Thing as _" Certainty of Criſi, ſo com- 
2 monly 
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monly: laid down; fince varying according 
to Sex, Age, Strength, or particular Na- 
ture of the Conſtitution, Variation by Acci- 
dents, known or unknown, as Heat or Cold, 
the Seaſon or Change of Weather, Ali- 


ST .:..-. e 
The great Benefit which Divinity or Law 
may have reap'd from the vaſt Variety and 
Multiplicity of common Forms, I muſt leave 
to others to decide: But I will venture to 
ſay, that Multiplicity, with the idle Shew, 
and pompous Forms in Phyſicł, have, in rea- 
lity, eat up the whole Subſtance. LI” 
Hippocrates was greatly knowing in all the 
Maladies, Diſeaſes, or Misfortunes, incident 
to the Solids or Fluids of Human Bodies, 
practiſing Surgery, with all its Operations; 
yet I am ſcarce of Opinion, that he himſelf 
practiſed that to the laſt, which, mechinks, can- 
not well be ſuppoſed ; or that it was poſſible 
for him to have attended that with his Mul- 
tiplicity of Phyſical Practice; and therefore it 
ſeems probable, that he left the Chirurgical 
Part more particularly to be praiſed by his ſtr 
Sons or Diſciples, they, probably, ſtill con- le 
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ſulting him; all which might be, more eſ- as 
ecially, in his latter Time. After. him, int 
both Phy/ick and Surgery appear to have been of 
upon the Decline ; ſince its Profeſſors left no 
Trutb, and ftrict Obſervation, following bee 
Chimerical Syſtems, &c. So even in Greece, I {hr 


where this Art was yet more eſpecially cul- W the 
N tivated 
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tivated.chan elſewhore, it afterwards viſſbix 


dwindled ;_ nor any Authors worth the No- 


tice, beſides a few of this ſaid Nation; yet 
even theſe, with all fince his Time, ſeem 
to have been but mere. Compilers from him, 


or from fuch as had compiled from him. 


As to the Romans, they hardly had any ſuch 


Profeſſion amongſt them, or were ſcarce ac- 


quainted with it, till after the rich Spoils of 
Alia and Africa, that Luxury and Sloath 


were. got amongſt them: Thus as Luxury, 
Sloath, Corruption, Inſincerity, and Chime- 


rical Philoſophy increaſed; thus flying from 


original Plainneſs, and Truth (ſo as obſerved) 


this Profeſſion dwindled into infinity of con- 
fuſed Mixtures and mere Forms. Hippocra- 


tes's Time being towards that of the Pelopane- 
fan War, appears to have been the critical 
Time of the greateſt Power, with ſufficient 


Opulence of the Greek Republicks, though 


not yet arrived to that Height of Luxury 


and Corruption as thereafter. It was then 


that Hippocrates, by his great Integrity, and 
ſtrict Search after Truth, raiſed the Know- 
ledge of his Profeſſion to that Height: But 
as theſe People thereafter, by Degrees, fell 
into Corruption, as from the T ime of Philip 
of Macedon, to that of Mitbhridates; ſo Truth, 
no longer ſought after, this Knowledge allo 


became corrupted ; and, as we have ſaid, 
| As to the Romans, 
they appear to have known very little of it, 
2 before\ 


ſhrunk into mere Forms. 
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petbie the Time 5 Mithridates, Pompey, or 
IN Ceſar. It was about the T. ime of 

ithridates, that Aſclepi ades left Greece (be- 
ing of Bythinia) and came to Rome, where 
he at firſt taught Rhetorick; but not finding 
his Account in that, he undertook the Study 
and Practice of Phyſick; more particularly 
practiſing that of Bathing, inventing hanging 
Bede with ſuch Baths; together with Abſti- 
nence, Friction and Exerciſe. Tis true, in- 
deed, Areagathus was at Rome about one 
hundred Years before him ; bur his principal 
Practice being by Cutting and Burning, he 
was ſaid to have been baniſh'd from that 
"City. In the Time of Auguſtus, commonly 
reckon'd the moſt polite Age, and he the 
great Incourager of Arts and Sciences, the 
chief Phyſician we then hear of in Rome, at 
that Time, was Antonius Muſa, noted for 
his Recovery of the ſaid Emperor from an 
Indiſpoſition, by adviſing him to the Cold- 
Bath; and for which he was highly grati- 
fied, being honour'd with the Liberty of 
wearing the Bulla Aurea, as well as all the 
reſt of the Profeſſion, for his Saxe: Nay, fo 
' high did the Humour run at that Time, for 
this Cure, that the Senate even alſo thought 
fit to ere a Statue in Braſs (to his Honour) 
placed by the Side of Æſculapius, though, | 
probably, likewiſe by way of Compliment 
to Auguſius, We are nevertheleſs told, by) 
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(19) 
like Advice, which he gave to Marcellus: 
(Nephew, and adopted Son of the ſaid Em- 
peror) this. Youth thus made his final Exit; 
ſo ill ſeems he to have known how to di- 
ſtinguiſn. Tis true, indeed, that Livia has 
been charged, or ſuſpected, by ſome, on this 
Occaſion, to have prompted Muſa thereto; 
though there appears not the leaſt 5 Ground 
for it; ſince he could not promiſe upon any 
ſuch certain Effet, no more than on the 
good Effects: Nor can we imagine Livia to 
have been ſo weak, as to diſcover her ſelf 
upon ſuch an Uncertainty, even ſuppoſing 
Muſa to have been ſo baſe to his generous 
Maſter, and to his Prince, with his own 
Loſs of Credit, Hazard, &c. beſides thar, 
we very well know, that it was his common 
and principal Practice; having alſo recom- 
mended the ſame to his Friend Horace (as 
that Poet himſelf obſerves;) nor do we, 
indeed, hear much of his other Knowledge: 
What elſe we know of him, being of no 


great Moment, or Conſequence. And, in- 


deed, from this Time forward, Baths appear 
to have been in great Uſe at Rome, both for 
Health and Pleaſure. But, before I leave 
this polite Reign, I muſt beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve, that it is not a little ſurprizing, that 


the moſt certain Branch of this Profeſſion, 


to wit, that of Surgery, appears then hardly 
to have been known, or minded; nor do 
ve know, or hear, of any noted Practitioner 
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in chis Way, at that Time; which is great. 


ly amazing, confidering then the Blood- ſhed, 
Wars, Gladiators, Publick Games, &c. 
In the Reign of Tiberius, we do not hear 


of any Improvements in Phy/ick or Surgery; 


but that one Charicles, a Greek, was conſult- 


ed, in Relation to the ſaid Emperor, ſeem- 
ingly by thoſe about him, rather than by 
Himſelf; who neither received any Medi- 
cine, or Direction, from that Phyfician : 


For this ſhrewd Prince, beſides his very 


low Opinion of. their Knowledge in that 
Art, as well as his natural Jealouſy and 


Suſpicion, did not think fit to uſe any; fay- 
ing, that a Man, after thirty Years of Age, 


ought to be aſhamed to let a Phyſician feel 


his Pulſe ; yet Plutarch writes it ſixty Years; 
though, its certain, that Tiberius made no 


Uſe of any after thirty: Vet, as Pliny ob- 
ſerves, he nevertheleſs allow'd very large 


Salaries to thoſe he had appointed as his 
Phyſicians. Jv 


After this Time, we hardly find any | 


Thing worth our Notice, either in Phyfict 
or Surgery, until the Time of Marc. Aure- 
ius, in whoſe Time Galen lived. Tis true, 
that the principal, or only one (eſpecially 


Roman Author) worthy our Notice before 


that Time, amongſt the Romans, or even, 


at leaſt, till towards the fourth Century, 


that is, to the Time of the Emperor Juſti- 


nian, was Celſus, a Philoſopher, and Diſ- 
ciple 
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ciple of Aſclepiades ; though we have not fo. 


much as any Certainty in what Reign he 


lived; nor is it any way probable he ever 
practiſed; but appears. merely to have been 
2 great Compiler, principally out of Hip- 
pocratts, &c. whom he names, Omnis Me- 
decinæ Parents; ſuch as the Philoſophers and 
Writers of theſe Times were, as Pliny, &c. 


who, in general, pretended to ſome Know- 


ledge in this Art, yet did not practiſe: And 
there are, indeed, ſeveral Things which 
Celſus writes, in relation to Surgery in par- 
ticular, which ſufficiently ſhew him to have 
been no Practitioner himſelf. It is, how- 
ever, likely he might have lived in che 


Reign of Tiberius, and had, no Doubr, de- 


ſerved the beſt, to have been that Prince's 
Phyſician (which he certainly was not) had 
he, I ſay, been a Practitioner. Quintilian, 
who mentions him, ſays of him, Mediocris 
vir ingenii; and, conſequently, did not con- 
ſider him as a great Genius in any Way; but 
rather, as we have obſerved, as a Compiler, 
Sc. And thus he writ of Rhetorick, Poetry, 
Agriculture, and the whole Art of War, 
as well as of Phyſick; and yet we know nor. 
of his Practice in that Way, no more than in 
the other. 4&2 
Dioſcorides allo lived in the ſame Age, 
tho' he was, properly, a Grecian: Nor have 
we any Thing from him, as to Method of 
Practice, in this Profeſſion, bur hath left _ | 
mh 


— 


4 


- 
"Ks | 


f 


a 


by him. 


After this, for above an hundred Years, 
we have very little, or nothing, until the 
Time of Galen, towards the End of the ſe- 
cond Century, in the Reign of Marc. Au- 
relius; though Galen was alſo of Pergamus 
or Greece; yet even he alſo can only be con- 


fider'd as a mere Compiler, Tranſlator, or 


tedious, verboſe Commentator on Hippocra- 
tes; whom, by his bewildring Philoſophy, 
he has rather confounded and ſpoiled, than 
amended ; twas he that ſo much infeſted, 
and brought the Practice into ſo much Con- 


fuſion; he is ſaid to have writ two hundred 
Volumes on this Subject. He ſeems but 
little to have minded Surgery (nor hear we 
of its being much minded by any other in 
his Time) although he treats, 'tis true, of 
the Diſorders of the Bones, &c. It's ſaid (not 
however to his Credit) that he was ſo fright- 
ed on Occaſion of the Plague, which hap- 
pen'd in Rome at that Time, that he left it 


on that Account; notwithſtanding his great- 


ly valued Antidote he made, and ſo much 
uſed; that notable con fuſed Compound, 


the Theriac. And though even valecudinary, 


and that he lived to a conſiderable Age; 
yet that ſeems more particularly to have been 


owing to the Strictneſs of his Diet, than to 


the Uſe of his Medicines. 


Materia Medica, or Deſcription of Herbs, Se. 
with an infinity of Virtues aſcribed to chem 8 
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e. From hencefor ward, or ſoon after, Phy 
m ek, as well as Surgery, ſeem to have left 
£4 Rome; nor do we, indeed, any where hear 
8, of any ſuch Thing for near two hundred 
je Vears; during which Time, it ſeems to have 
e- been entirely loſt, It was during this Time, 
7 *tis true, that Diviſions and Perſecutions 
us were in Rome, and that the Roman Empire 
"= was now invaded and rent, ſo greatly infeſted 
or by the Gothe, &c. which travelling, hardy, 
2 half ſtarved Nation, ſeem to have had no 
7 Occaſion for the Medicinal Tribe, princi- 
in pally increaſed by Luxury, Sloath, and Irre- 
3 gularity; ſince Men do thus accordingly ap- 
1- ply to the Study of Remedies, proper to cure 
d the Dregs of thoſe Evils. 
It Towards the End then of the fourth Cen- 
{- tury, this Art appears again to have return'd 
n to Greece, or- Conſtantinople, in the Time of 
f the Emperor Juſtinian; who not only or- 
3X WM der'd the Body of the Roman Law to be col- 
- lected and digeſted, but even that alſo of 
- Phyſich, in which Oribaſius, a Phyſician of 
it W thar Time, was principally employ'd; though 
- tius alſo writ about the ſame Time, and 
h in the like Manner; they were however 
I, both Greeks, not Romans. Oribaſius is ſaid 
„ to have writ no leſs than ſeventy Volumes 
on this Subject, though moſt of them are 
n Joſt ; yet they cannot well be conſider'd, but 
0 as mere Compilers, principally from * 
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len, &c. and Tralian and P. Æginet (about 
che ſame Time) moſily Abridgers of them. 
- From henceforward the little Pretence 
of Knowledge which remain'd, together 
with moſt of the Greet Writings, were con- 
vey d by the Saracens or Arabians into the 

Mabametan Empire, eſtabliſhd about two 
hundred Years thereafter; though what we 
have that appears the moſt conſiderable a- 
mongſt chem, was that of Auicenna, Meſue, 


Averroes, &c. who were about the tenth or 5 
eleventh Century; their Theory, and prin- 
gipal Method of Practice however, appears, 
In general, to be taken from the Greeks : 
Tis true, indeed, they added Chimiſtry (the 
Product of Ægypt, about the eleventh Cen- 
tury) but at the ſame Time neglected, or, in 
a great Meaſure, loſt the more certain 
uſeful Knowledge in this Profeſſion, to wit, 
that of Surgery; it being very plain, that 
there were a Sufficiency of Remedies before 
this Time; ſince Hippocrates did certainly 
do more without it, than they could ever do 
with it; there being, before that, in all hu- 
man Probability, a Sufficiency of plain Re- 
medies for all Maladies, whether in the Ve- 
gitable, Mineral, or Animal Kingdoms, or 
| even enough in any Country, to ſupply it 
A ſelf; ſince Providence ſeems to have provi- 
I ded ſo for the Maladies common to each 
4 Climate, that there alſo their proper . 
* . | | dies 
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dies do grow. Tis true, indeed, that the 


Aromatic Spices, the Produce of Afia, as well 
as thoſe alſo of the Countries they poſſeſſed 
yer whilſt (I ſay) we ſo much employ our 
Time in ſtudying thefe, we readily negle& 


our own. But as they diſcover'd a few Sim- 


ples ro us, ſo they alſo. confounded us with 
others; as the Uſe of precious Stones in Me- 
dicines, Gold, Silver, Sc. and at the ſame 
Time, peſter d us with that infinite Variety of 
Compounds, or Mixtures; ſuch as the Su- 
gar'd Tribe, the Syrups, Juleps, Conſerves, 
Confections, Electuaries, Sc. So that, in ſhort, 
they much more confounded us, than better'd 
us; and were, at beſt, but a practiſing Sort 


of Apothecary Chymiſts; they, indeed, dif- 


cover'd the Small-pox, unknown to. us be- 
fore; yet left us but little the wiſer, as to 
the Cure. Nor were there any ſuch Things 
as Univerſities in Uſe amongſt them, or any 
Dignities of that Kind. 
About this Time, or towards the twelfth 

Century, the Holy War being then carried 
on, it was thus thoſe Arabians were intro- 
duced to us from Syria; theſe were the only 
Books minded, and tranſlated from the Ara- 
bic, by the Monks, &c. who taught them in 
the Schools, till after the taking of Con- 
ſlantinople, in the Year 1453. that by Means 
0! ſeveral Greeks, which came from thence, 

ES» into 
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into Traly, they alſo brought ſevetal Marius 
ſeripts in their own Language, and firſt raughe 
It . After which, Printing followed; 
when, towards the End of this Century, or 
Beginning of the next, the Years 1526, to 8, 
Aldus then firſt printed Dioſcorides, Hippo. 
crates, and Galen: Nor was the Greek Lan- 
guage hardly known, nor taught in the 
Schools, till about this Time; nor Hippo- 
crates little minded, taught, or read, till 
after this Time. And thus alſo it was that 
theſe, as well as the former, were accord- 
ingly introduced into the Weſtern, and theſe 
more Northern Parts. 

It was now, or before this Time, that 
Hoſpitals alſo came in Uſe, as well as that 
the general Chaos clear'd up a little, and 
that Mankind became ſomewhat more In- 
quiſitive into the Reality of Things, by Ob- 
ſervation and Experiences. Thus Surgery, 
hitherto almoſt loſt, begun again co rear up 
its Head: Nor did Phylick loſe by Hoſpitals 
and Obſervation, probably improving more 
this Way than by all that was taught in the 
Schools. 

It was now (I ay) in theſe latter Times, 
as towards that of Henry the VIII (that ab- 
ſolute Prince) that Societies, and Companies, 
were eſtabliſh'd amongſt us, as has already been 
obſerved, their great Uſe, Sc. The Apo- 
thecaries, till of late, were Grocers, Drug- 


gilts, and Compounders of Medicines ; _ 
7 2 the 


the Method and Cuſtom of preſcribing was 
hardly, or not at all, known, till about that 


Time. The Arabians, from whom we ſeem 


to have borrowed moſt of their Compoſi- 
tions, Chymiſtry, Method, and Practice, 
uſed entirely their own Language, whether 
in Writing or Directing, Sc. (as the Greeks 
had done in theirs ;) the Arabians (I ſay) ha- 
ving no way minded the Latins or Romans, 
'Tis true, indeed, that the Romans, accord- 
ing to Pliny (at that Time fond of the Gre- 


cian Language) did ſometimes uſe to write, 


or direct in Greek, for Medicines from the 
Druggiſts, or Compounders of Medicines ; 


with which, however, he finds Fault, as 


merely political, as being thus more va- 
tued (ſays he) by not being ſo commonly 
known. | | | 
From all which, Sir, you will obſerve 
the great Reaſon our Moderns have to mind, 
or any way to follow, the Romans in this 
Art; or I might, perhaps, without great 
Danger, even add in any Art or Science 
fince it was the Greeks, who not only broughr 
this Art into Rome, practiſed and tapght it 
there, bur likewiſe all the 
then were, in general, of that Nation: For 
the Romans were a proud, haughty, aſpiring 
People (and, when Luxury and Phyſick 
came in) became Sloathful,, and were al- 
ways principally addicted to War: Tis true, 


there were a few who apply'd to Philoſo- 


D 2 | | phy, 


great Artiſts 
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hy, Poetry, and the writing of Hiſtory ; 
phy moſtly borrow'd, or following the Ex- 


amples — the Greeks ; which Language, in 
the luxurious flouriſhing State of the Ro- 


man Empire, they learned; and many went 


into Greece to learn it, and to be educated 
there; as Cicero did, Gc. and as the Greets 
were wont to do into E gypt, or as we do into 
France at this Time; theſe being the then 
living Languages, from whole Cuſtoms, 
Manners, and Knowledge, with their Ob. 
ſervations on the Living, chey thus learn'd, 
and profited more than by the Dead, which 
they had but little Regard to. 

Thus the Greeks, I ſay, went into Agypt, 
and had their Learning from thence; nor 
from the old Phenician, Hebrew, or Chal- 
daic, or any other dead Language whatſo- 
ever. The Romans did, indeed, at firſt, by 
their Power, force their Laws and Lan- 


guage upon us; after which, by Cuſtom, 


and the Power of the See of Rome, with 
ſome Neceſſity, for the better underſtand- 
ing of their Laws, Religion, &c. it was en- 


deavour'd to be render'd univerſal, and thus 
went on. 


When we conſider then, that we Mo- 
derns, in a great Meaſyre were, and ſtill 


' ſeem to be, the immediate Diſciples of the 


Arabians, particularly, and cloſely follow- 


ing their confuſed Farragoes of Medi- 
cines in Pharmacy and * I can» 


not 
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not apprehend conſequently, why the Stu- 
dents in this Profeſſion, ſhould not much 
more reaſonably have ftudied the Arabic 


than the Roman Tongue; and, that che 


Practitioners ſhould not thus, ftill more rea- 


ſonably, have accordingly made their Pre- 


ſcriptions in that Language, if afraid choſe 
not of the Profeſſion might :otherwiſe diſco- 
ver too much; ſince thus more hid. But 
alas! ignorant, mean ſpirited People, may 
ſear theſe Things; but Men of true Spirit, 
Generoſity, real Knowledge, or good Will to 
Mankind, never will; but, on the contrary, 


will endeavour to render Mankind as Know- 


ing as poſſible; it being rather the great Miſ- 
fortune of Men of true Knowledge, to have 
to do with Fools, or Ignorants: Neither is 
it ſo eaſy to render People Knowing in any 
Way (as Men commonly imagine) and yet 


more particularly in this Profeſſion, nay, 


often not even thoſe bred to it. Do we not 
plainly obſerve, that it matters not ſo much 
the Knowledge of a Medicine, as the right 


Method of uſing it ; the Quantum, the Quale, 
and the Quomodo, variable according to Sea- 


ſon or Particulars, as the good Judgment 


ſhall direct; or when to uſe, and when to 

abſtain, &c? Thus (next to knowing of the 
Malady) theſe are the principal Marks of 
the Phyſician. Do we not plainly obſerve, 


that every one knows the Peru Bark cures 
Agues ? yet few. know how ſucceſsfully c 
N ye 
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uſe it; nay, might we not venture to ſay, 
even of the Profeſſion; elſe, What Occaſion 
would there be for calling in others? And 
thus it was that Dr. Ratchf often cured 
ſuch with this, or the Hypocacoan in Fluxes, 
or with the ſame very Medicine which o- 
thers had been long unſucceſsfully uſing be- 
fore him. Were it not for theſe Reaſons 
obſerved, a Charlatan Tinker, or pretend- 
ing Woman, might play the Profeſſor as 
well as the beſt : Beſides, that it's common- 
ly obſerved, that notable Doctorizing good 
Women, are commonly the beſt Friends, 
and bring Buſineſs to the Profeſſion. For 
my own Part, I was always much more a- 
fraid of Ignorance, or of Mens knowing too 
little, than of their knowing too much. 

Nor does any Thing appear more ridicu- 
lous to me, than that of crying, Such a Man 
has ſerved his Time, or been taught his 
Trade, and fince in vaſt Hurry of Buſineſs 
all his Life ; and therefore (ſay they) muſt 
conſequently know, &c. Vet nothing more 
common, than that they blunder, and jog | 
on ſo in Life, to a great Age; and laſtly, die 
without ever having known any Thing ma- 
terial in their Buſineſs, whether in this Pro- 
feſſion, or any other; and yer ſtill leſs in 
this, ſo little viſible to the common Eye. Do 
we not daily obſerve, in the low and more 
common Parts of Life, that, bur a very 


few Coblers well know how but to Heel- 
ix piece 


re 


ry 


ece 


* 


a 
piece a Pair of Shoes, ſo as they ought to 
be, though at it all their Life-time? Nay; 
even a Porter (unleſs one in Fifty) ſhall 
hardly rightly know how, properly, to ma- 
nage, and to carry a Burden, if any way 
uncommon, or out of his common Way; or 
even to deliver a Meſſage as he ought, tho” 
ever ſo plainly rold him. Thus there muſt 
be that natural Sagacity (as well as a ſuffici- 
ent Degree of Experience) which natural 
Sagacity Men are not to be taught, Now 
if a little of this be ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
in the moſt plain and commoneſt Affairs of 
Life; how much more abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary is a much greater Share of this na- 
tural Sagacity, and ſolid Judgment, to ſuch 
who pretend to decide in the moſt intricate 
and difficult Parts of Knowledge, on which 
human Life depends? Neither is this ne- 
ceſſary only to that Province, of ordering 
or adminiſtring of Remedies ; but the like 
Solidity, Knowledge, Sagacity, Penetration, 
and Judgment, are no leſs neceſſary to judge, 
and well to perform any of the principal 
Operations of Surgery (to wit, the when, 
the how, and where) as well as the judici- 


_ ouſly and properly treating them thereaf- 


ter: For the Want, or Deficiency of which 
Solidity of Judgment (I ſay) infinite Blun- 
ders and Miſchiefs are committed; which, 
with utmoſt Care, will be endeavoured to 
be hid, and concealed from che Publick; 
5 E whilſt 
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moſt carefully trumpeted about by che impu- 
dent or ignorant Operator. In a Word, for my 
own Part, I ſhoald chooſe, and prefer, a ju- 


dicious Nurſe, though but of a Year or 


two's Experience, . before an injudicious one 
of ever fo long Experience, who will be 
ſure to preſume on ſuch ill digeſted Expe- 
rience; whereas the other will; at leaſt, be 


cautious, when any way doubtful, of doing 


Miſchief. = | 


But to draw towards an End, Sir, you 
will obſerve, that I ſeem inſenſibly to be 
led in to treat of the Nature of Practice, 


which I would, at preſent, refer to another 


Occafion : Let it now ſuffice, that I have 
Hinced to you ſomewhat of the Nature of 
Degrees, &c. As for the particular Appel- 
lation of Doc Tok, ſo frequently and com- 
monly uſed to ſuch as praiſe Phyſick, whe- 
ther but Maſters of Arts, or Batchelors only, 
Sec. that may be underſtood as a diſtinguiſhing 
— in what they profeſs, as Coun- 
ſellor at Law; or Diſcretionary, as judged 
to deſerve it, by their great Knowledge in 
this Profeſſion ; in giving ſome new Light, 
inſtructing or teaching Mankind further 
Knowledge in this Art; or more particular- 


ly, to have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this 


Profeſſion, without troubling Holland, France, 


Germany, or Switzerland, (by Premi n, 7 
| n 


ms. ð „„ 4 an tots trad a a. 


AO 


10 


"THY 


find out our Knowledge, or any other inteteſt- 


ed Method, or Society of intereſted Men, 
whether at home or abroad. | 


* 


As to the Powers granted to particular 


Societies (as has already been obſerved) of 


what great Significancy, I ſay, is it, if not 
only the different Branches of this Profeſ- 
ſion do interfere, and are confounded, one 
with the other, without any due diſtinguiſh- 
ing Marks for the Bounds of either? Or 
if, as yet, thoſe not regularly bred to any 
of its Branches, do, without Controul of 
any ſuch incorporate Bodies, what they liſt ; 
nay, if Directors in the legiſlative Power 
do favour them, and they are even pleaded 
for by them, thus ſupporting them by Way 
of doing Juſtice, to what Purpoſe then ſuch 
Grants, or Acts of Parliament for ſuppreſ- 
ing them? (not that I am for Perſecution, 


as has already been hinted.) But how is it 


then, I ſay? Are ſuch Bodies of Men only 
incorporated to give particular Trouble to 


the more regularly bred, of Underſtanding 


and Capacity, as being the moit Dangerous ? 
or, on the other Hand, if we find the very 
Members of ſuch incorporate Bodies, run- 
ning after (to be taught by) ſuch as they 
allow not to be Regular, What ſhall we 
day of ſuch Regularity ? 


To conclude, Sir, I know not what No- 
tions you will form to your ſelf from 9 
7 SE. as 
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has here been hinted; but tis well if your 


Idea of the Profeſſion (from this) be of a 
ſuperior Form than that of their being mul- 


tiplied by Luxury, and conſequently, and 


principally, the mere Scavengers of the Ef- 
fects of that Luxury and Corruption, Sloath, 
Intemperance, and Irregularity of Living, ra- 
ther than from that of the Defects of Nature 
or Accident; are, in fine, thus the grand 
Soothers of Mens Folly and Extravagance; 
ſo that the Wiſe and Regular, are but rarely 
Cuſtomers : And though the more immedi- 
ate Gain of common Riches ſeems to attend 
the other Side; yet, for private Satisfa- 
ction to Men of Knowledge, ſuch will ſtill 
with to cultivate the latter, as I would 
yours, &c, 


Jam, &c. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
E“ EN the Word Apyieip&, or, Arſt Phy- 


Acian, ſeems a Queſtion, whether known, 
or in Uſe amongſt the Romans, till towards 


the Time of Conſtantine, or the firſt Chriſtian 


(35) 

I am juſt now ſo ſtunned with a continued 
Noiſe of Nefirums, ſo much the Taſte of the 
preſent Age, as well as that of Miracle 
Working, &c. that though a little wide of my 


intended Purpoſe, yet cannot forbear ac- 


quainting you with this ſhort Hint on Rheu- 
natiſm (for which Remedies are ſo daily ad- 
vertiſed) that, to cut ſhort, I know not any 
ſtrong Evacuator, whether by the Skin, or 
by Vomit, Stool, or Urine (or even of more 
mild and conſtant Continuance) that will 


not be ſucceſsful in Rheumatiſin, or even in 


Gout, that is not over rivited by Stones, of 
old Age. Thus all the bold, idle People in 
Town, may ſet up as ſoon as they pleaſe ; 

Hit or miſs, Luck is All: Very viſible ill 
Conſequences happen but ſeldom; A gold 
Chain, or a broken Leg. Let fog look out 
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PHYSICK 1 is @ Juor, Se, 


ME + ve | if. 


UR Title ill, 1 Leaks net, give U 


great Umbrage to ſome ; and if a 


Mankind ſhould not be 10 greatly 
apf thereat, yet tis likely that the Genera- 
lity will be ready enough to conclude it next 
to an impoſſibility, we ſhould ever be able to 


make good our ſaid Title, as that of, Phyſict 
being @ zeſt, &c. Let us try then how we 
can make out this firſt grand Article. I know. 


it will very freely be advanced and ask d, Can 
any ſuch Profeſſion be a jeſt by which there is 
ſo much good Money to be got? But if that 
be the Caſe, or an Argument of any weight, 
I know not whether artful Gameſters, Uſurers, 
or gallant deſigning Ladies, &c. may not 
likewiſe as readily advance, that their Buſineſs 
is no more a jeſt, than that of the former. 
Yet I would again ask, (by way of return on 
the other ſide) how we are to find out or know 
atruly-able and well knowing Phyſician, whole 
Knowledge is 20 Jeſt £ Or otherwilc, to put 
it as yet in other words, the certain Criterion, 

A 2 = 


4 


* 


few of the more thinking Part of 


22 
493. 24.8 


8 e 
or Rule, by which we are to judge of any one 


. . ele a 5 bebe in 
— Or teaching Mankind thoſe His 
lꝛ.iour Talents: or that it be by any * means 
be makes them truly and juſtly ſenſibiy there · 
" For if it be only by the forefdid Rule of 
him that gets the moſt Money, (according to 
dur but too common way of reckoning) n 
Will then, I ſay, appear to be no more nor 
b leſs a Jeſt than tlie former. And now, ſholild 
we again think ſit to put it to the Teſt of their 
own' Words, we ſhonld I doubt find, that the 
one knows juſt about as much as the other, if 
we depend upon them, and take their on 
Words for it, r that of their Friends. More 
eſpecially, if they cannot make the World 
more ſenſible thereof by their approved Pro- 
dactions, or by ſome evident Proofs of ſuch 
their undoubted Superioriry and Knowledge. 
Being, as we have obſerved the World in ge- 
feral Is ready and apt to judge, or conſider 
tliem to be pretty equal, and accordingly do 
hardly make a Shilling difference betwixt the 
one nd the-other, in their Fees, being in that 
nearly -alike : particularly with thoſe of the 
ame Claſs; of which kind there ſtill are ſe- 
veral, even of thoſe we can reaſonably pre- 
Lime are the beſt” paid. And any diftnc- 
tion (being made) in this, it is rather in pro- 


1 ar to their Riches, and the Figure they 
- make 
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or expenſive Living, Oc. than from any real 


with Knowledge of any ſuch Perſon. Ani 
next, if we privately examine each, ſeparately; 
as to his Opinion of the reſt of his laid Bre⸗ 
thren, he will very readily inſinuate to to you, 
that ſuch know but little of the matter, in 


Y x 9 3 
make i in the World, as that of their Equipage; 


or ſolid Conſideration, as that of the real Me 


compariſon. with himſelf. Now as to the 


Good that is done, or how many are pre: 


ſerved by the one, more than by the other, 


may de the queſtion. - If then we would be de- 


termin d in this by the Opinion of Apotheca- 
ries, whom Patients commonly agree to be 
far better Judges of ſuch Matters than they 
themſelves are, tis well if theſe Practitioners do 


not determine the Affair in favour of thoſe as 


the very beſt, whom they have the greateſt 
number of Bills from. In fine, we ſhall ab- 
ſerve ſome Male, or Female, of the firſt Rank, 
to recommend ſome one Practitioner, by which 
ſuch Phyſician ſhall advance into an extraordi- 
nary Credit, Money, and Buſi meſs : Whilſt 
2 (at the ſame time) who is poſſibly 
much more knowing, or, modeſtly ſpcaking, 
knows full as much, is forgot or entirely 'neg- 
lected: or, according to the modern Phraſe, 
is little better then ſtarved. Is not all this Af. 
fair then of Phyſick, or the Practice thereof, a 
mere jeſt? Yes, ſay you; but I muſt take care of 
and recommend my Friend. But then again, 
ſay I, it would by this Rule ſeem that the one 
1 * | is 
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entirely from the Strength of Reaſon. 


by common Cuſtom, like Sheep, 


4 
© 
.* 
. 
* 
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E vi 1 0 
is even as good as the other, and conſec querirly 


not much material which it is of the Profeſ- 


fion ; that is, in effect, it is thus little better 
than a mere Feſt. But perhaps this Aſſertion 


will yet ſtill appear more plain, when we come 
to conſider the Management of this Affair un- 
der the Head of mere + Humour. 


What I 
mean by Humour, is where Mankind are more 
particularly guided by their favourite Inclina- 
tions or Paſſions: or are thus ſomchow ſooth d 
or cajol d in their favourite Follies, rather than 


in making a truly, juſt, and teaſonable Choice 


of Men or Things; that is, from the real Me- 
rit to be found in ſuch, without the leaſt Biaſs 
from the Paſſions, altogether unprejudiced, 

Thus 
then we ſhall obſerve, that Men are commonly 
led by their private Intereſt or Avarice, their 
Fancy, or by particular Affection; in fine, by 
tome one or other of their Paſſions ; otherwiſe 
are led to 


follow one another, or at beſt ſome ſcabby Bell. 


weather, ſo implicitely directed and con- 


ducted by one, whole principal Intereſt it is to 


lead them wrong, according to his own pro- 
per Intereſt, without hardly having a Vote in 


their own Affair, even though a Matter of the 


greateſt monient, to wit, that of Life or Death. 
And all this from that filly idle pretence of their 


not being, ſay they, ſufficient Judges of theſe 
Affairs. 


+ As to the conſidering this Profeſſion as a Whim, it is ſo, more 
* ticularly ſooke of ber * under the Notion of Fancy, &c. 


| e yi A 
Affairs... And how, pray, is it very certain, 
that thoſe they depend thus greatly on, are 
much more ſo? Or any better Judges. (furely 
not leſs unbiaſs d and diſintereſted) than them 
ſelves, tho' ſtrongly, and no doubt ſufficiently 
pretending thereto. But alas ! when the ſame 
is duly « conſidered, we ſhall more probably find 
it in reality to be an idle, negligent, inconfi- 
derate Puſillanimity and Fear, rather than from 
any real and juſt Cauſe, without that proper 
uſe of their ſolid Reaſon duly: themſelves to 
inſpect and examine therein. For without ſup- 
poſing them to be proper Judges of particular 
Arts, Sciences, or Profeſſions, or that they 
are obliged to ſtudy them, (though if any, that, 
| methinks of their Health, ought to be the firſt, 
which would not be the worſe for them when 
ill) yet admitting they do not incline, or are 
not to trouble themſelves with this part; I 
cannot however by any means be of opinion, 
but that the Study of Mankind ought (at leaſt 
in ſome degree) to be their Care and Applica- 
tion: Whereas we but too commonly, in re- 
ality do find, that they even know and apply 
themſelves full as little to that, as to the for- 
mer. When were they, I tay, duly to con- 
ſider, ſtudy, and know, which is that Man or 
Perſon of real and ſolid Senſe, Integrity, and 
Judgment, (which ought indeed to be the 
Study and Conſideration of every one) and 
that, without the leaſt regard to Party, Hu- 
mour, Recommendation, Shew, idle, glary 

F. "3  Embelliſh- 
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Embelliſhments, Intereſt, or Bikk; = they miglit 
then juſtly enough conelude; that ſuch Perfor 
d duly weigh'd in that trac manner, could 
hardly be greatly deficient in What he a applies | 
| Kimifelf to, (at leaſt not leſs than others, not 71 
thus duly poiſed) ſince ſuch Perſon of Integrity, 
Honaur, and' Knowledge, wilt ſcarce apply 
himſelf ineffefually to any thing he much in: 
Elines'to. Nor will he pretend to impoſe or 
thoſe (more eſpecially) who put a Contidence | 
15 in him, by unjuſtly undertaking more than 
bt; What he well knows himſelf fully ca pable Of. 
Whereas thoſe who are deficient in loch like 
true *Qualities, they are on the other hand juſt. 
ly to be ſüſpected in every reſpect, not only as 
| _ - fo Capacity, but even as to their Integrity: 
1 Yet 701 fay it is, that moſt Men do generally 
facrifice their Knowledge, Reaſon,  . 
ment to their particular Humour or Paſſion'; 
ſince nothing is more common than that = 
prefer ſuch and ſuch, as being of their Party 
for the more effectual Support thereof, Cc. 
when nothing can in reality be more ſtupid E 
fince- true Knowledge in Phyſt ck can be of no 
Party. However, they are often thus ſtill 
willing to facrifics their Reafon, as well as 
poſſibly their Lives alſo, merely to their Hu. 
monur or Paſhon. And 1 it is in like manner 
that Avarice, or Intereſt, often leads them; 
Relationſhip, or other Tics, C. whereas ſuch, 
or any Paſjrons, or Humour c, have not in the 


leaſt t to o do with real Si and Knowledge in 
this 
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rhf ͤ 
this Profeſſion. - Well, but the Anfxer rea- 
_ is, fuch a Friend may do well enough 
t, or common occafion (which may be 
. true, being there may not be any) yet do 
they ſtill know the occaſion there is? But if 
thoſe ſuppoſe the one to be good as the other, 
then indeed we muſt give up our Reaſon: or 
twere full time to give up the Profeſſion, there 
being at that rate, little or nothing in it; 
which if ſo, they might methinks een juſt as 
well ſave their Money (given in ſuch way) in 
their own Pockets. Humour, as yet ſhews itſelf 
ſo very ſtrong in moſt caſes, that whilſt in the 
fit of an Humaur, or Paſſion towards ſome 
particular Perſon, whether from Love, Intereſt, 
or mere Whim and Fancy of pleaſing us during 
the time, we then admire and look on ſuch 
with the greateſt Pleaſure and Satisfaction: 
Nay, they then do in reality appear to us with 
the Faces, and Graces, of Angels, when we 
are ſo catch d, and if it happens, or is till ſo 
continued when dying, being in that delu- 
five or affectionate Humour that moment, 
are ready to leave all or moſt to ſuch. 
Whereas if cither then, or before, this Per- 
ſon. upon ſonic trifling occaſton happen to 
diſoblige ſuch dying Perſon, they then appear 
hatcful and like Devils to him; as well as 
that their Perfections do but too commonly 
ſeem Imperfections, and are thus as ſuddenly 
ſtruck out of all favour: which I doubt at 


luch time — to be but too much ſo, 
8 even 


7 _ ſomewhat more of the whimſical, or Fe-ne- 


| 1 * 7 * 
even with the very beſt of us: yet ſurely this 
can, or ought to have nought to do in mat- 
ters of Phyſick. It would indeed be needleſs, 
to enter into all the variety of Humours Men 
are poſſeſsd with, every Particular readily | 
knows his own Inclinations, if not that of 
his Friends alſo; and it is not a little ſurprizing 
to ſee with what Warmth, Sophiſtry, Rhetorick, 
or Jargon, every one juſtifies and ſupports bis 
on dear Humour and Inclination, or that 
of his Friend. ThusIknow not whether Fancy | 
is not properly enough to be confidered under 
the Denomination of Humour, or whether it 
ought rather to be claſs'd under its own diſtin t 
Head. Vet in the latter there would a to be ! 


fſeay-quoz, more than in the an Yay So 2 
Phyſician is often choſe by mere Fancy by ſome 
Lady, &c. tho they can hardly diſcover, why 
or wherefore. Often a mere Whim : If not 
accompany d likewiſe with the utmoſt Incon- 
ſtancy, and altogether fantaſtical. But when 
a real Fancy. for the Perfon of the Man, -for 
reaſons beſt known to ſuch Female, the Affair 
then is in itſelf ſomewhat more excuſable. 
Altho it may not be fo readily allowed, that 
it is the true Standard, we are to be ruled by, 
ſuüch as that of the real and true e ot 
his Profeſſion. | 

Thus Practitioners are now employed propor: 
tionably ro the Intereſt and Friends they have, 


.or can make, and very rarely or ever any other. 
1 wile, 


Cc. it is not altogether ſo. - 
perhaps ſome others formerly, did indeed 


i 


wiſe, ſuch as by that of their ann doi 
N either is it indeed an caſy matter truly to find 
out, that the one Practitioner is any Way more 


diſtinguiſnable for his real Knowledge than the 


other, as times go. Since they live and make 
a figure in their Buſineſs proportionably: to the 


Inceteſt and Friends they can make: or are 
indeed employed (in a great meaſure) according 
to the Show, Manner, and Expence of their 


way of living; that is, proportionably to the 
number of their friendly Acquaintance; or 
that of the Ties or Company they or their Fa- 
mily have, or keep. Nor ſeems it hardly worth 
the while, to ſhew our ſo great Spleen or over- 
much Anxiety againft the one, or the other, 
tho' eyen the moſt ſucceſsful in attaining a great 
deal of Buſineſs in this way in the preſent 
Mode. Since there are very few, perhaps hardly 
two to be named, who in reality do get more 
by Buſineſs than the real Expence of their. Fa- 
milies, or to defray the uſual Expence of their 


manner of living. Particularly. when we cx 


cept the Principal and Intereſt of that they may 
paternally have had, or by Marriage, Oc. Which 
Sums (peradventure) in the Term of many 
Years, may advance to ſome what conſiderable; 
As to Surgeons, or Apothecaries, who genc- 
rally live at leſs Expence, together with the 
different Nature of their Buſineſs, or Demands; 

Dr. Ratchf, and 


make real Eſtates, properly by=their Buſineſs: 
B 2 but 
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. then they were in their time alſo alles 
ed to be the firſt (of the Profeſſion)  with- 
out controul, as Rarchif no doubt particu- 


larly was; whether altogether owing to his 


Merit and real ſuperiour Knowledge or other- 


wiſe, is not greatly material here, but tis cer- 


tain 80 were many particular concurring 
Circumſtances, which contributed like wiſe to 
make him ſo: ſuch as that of the Support of 
Oxford, (whether from Expectations, Oc.) as 


well as many other favourable Singularities, 
poſſibly not a little, of that commonly term d 


the quacking part, and even that of ſelling at 

his Apothecaries the principal Medicines 5 
uſed, or preſcribed, kept, as I am inform d, 
in a Cheſt, under Lock and Key, and a certain 
Quantity occaſionally weighd out. Whereas 
in other Buſineſſes which require nothing near 
the like Study, Application, Learning, or 
Knowledge, ſuch frequently amaſs very great 
Fortunes thereby. Now whether the fore- 
ſaid ſo little Succeſs, in this Profeſſion, pro- 
ceeds from the want of that real ſuperiour 
Knowledge therein, or from any other Defetts 


or Chances, is what I ſhall not now pretend to 


determine, but leave it to the Judgment and 


Determination of the more conſiderate Reader. 


Vet this methinks may freely enough be added, 
that according to the preſent uſual Acquiſitions 


made in this way, (as obſerved) the great buſtle, 


intriguing, back-biting, G c. commonly uſcd 


to attain the ſame, it ſeems hardly worth that 


trouble. i | But 


ſerve, that the * ws AM as well as the c. 


"Exit. 


But: now as to Dreſs... What Comp 1 
{ys my inquiſitive Reader)” can 5 5 be be- 
twixt that and Phy/ick ? I ſhall firſt then ob- 


4 


&yptians, wore long Robes, Caps, and long 


1 — Ec. all in the ſumpleſt and plaineſt man- 
ner, as well as that their Dreſs was ſolemn and 
grave, correſponding to their Cuſtoms, and 
Ceremonies, which were ſo. Thus Phyſick 


was ſeemingly at that time in its primitive 


State, plain and undivided ; altogether under 


the Knowledge of one grave Perſon. Such 
Knowledge being principally taken from the 
Accounts of thoſe who had been ill, which 
were written and publickly recorded in their 
own Language, in the Highways, on Columns, 
or in their Temples, &c. ſo that the Prieſts. 
were then learned therein, and were oftcn ac 


C cordingly conſulted in this way. 


After which it was carried over into Greece, 
by that inquiſitive ſtirring Nation: who may 
juſtly enough at that time, be ſaid to have been 
the active buſtling Travellers, the polite Peo- 
ple; in a word, the real Frenchmen of that 
carly time, thus running about and teaching 
their Knowledge both at home and abroad, to - 
the more barbarous, or in ſhort to all the 


other Nations around, them. And thus be- 
ing carried into Greece, Dreſs was there again 


te modelld. And though ſtill retaining the 
plain and grave, as that of the long Robes, 
Beards, and Caps, with that of their own native 

Language 
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great meafürt new. faſſion d by them, even as 
much ds tlie other. In a word, it was now 
thrown 'ifto' a much better Order, and De 
eurum, far more properly cut out: or better 
digeſted /particularly' in the time of Hippocrates. 

as howeber there, and even about that 
Ade the ian} extrayagant Whims, or fantaſti- 
ct "Faſhions," Modes, and Opinions, of idle, 


rain Philofophers, or others, creep'd in, and 


were introduced into this Profefſlofl. But 
Without ſo very much dwelling on the many 


and various Sec, of theſe fo philoſophick 


Peopte, we ſhall now content ourſelves with 
obferving only, that this Profeſſion was in 
tüme cut out, by that very faſhionable, buſy, 
buftling Nation, into many various Shapes, 
according to the luxuriant Fancies of ſuch its 
Practitioners. And thus there aroſe the fol- 
lowing Faſhions ; ſuch as that of the Emprri- 
cal, theG ymnaſtic, and Bathing Practitioners, 


the Dogmatiſts, or Reaſoners, the Method! iſts. 


the Eprſentheticks, or Trimmers, the Eclec- 


ticks, who were for picking or culling” from 


all, with the Pneumaticians,” fot the Spirits, 


Sc. And thus alſo the Method of the Prac- 
tice of Phyſick alter di in its Faſhion according- 
ly, in the like manner becoming more con- 
fuſed, t. . 
After this the ſaid Knowledge or Profeſſion 
ttavelłd to Rome, where, though the Greek 


Maſters and Faſhions were all the Mode, and 


that 


| 


Tay 3 


chat ſuch Greek Artiſts, and Maſters, were 
the only or principal People who were in any 


eſteem there : yerall this Learning, and Doo 


trine, Was ſtill in ſome, or a great meaſure, 


mixt with the Raman Cuſtoms and Faſhions. 


And thus it was that, theſe ſo very ambitious 


inſatiable People, greatly thirſting after uni- 


verſal Power, and Riches, on the attaining 


that, did accordingly become luxurious, idle, 


| pompous, &c. And though they thus ſtill, in 
a great meaſure, kept to ſomewhat of the 
Grecian Dreſs. and, Cuſtoms, yet latterly be- 
came vaſtly more vain, pompous, and ſhowy: 


particularly after the Africk and Eaſtern 


Congqueſts, eſpecially in the imperial time. 
It was for . a. conſiderable time, the Gravity 
of Beards were laid aſide, whilſt themſelves and 
their Garments were ſo. much bedaub d with 
Gold, ſuch as thoſe- of Chains, Rings, Bra- 


celets, . or Bulle, as well as ornamented 


with all ſorts of precious Stones, whether 
plain, or more artfully cut, by the niceſt and 
moſt curious Workmen. It was then in 
this time, much like, and in the ſame man- 
- ner, that the Practice of Phyſick became fo. 
very perplex d with that boundleſs Superflusty, 
Vanity, Pomp and Show. It was now alſo 
that Galen, tho' a Greek (then in Rome) intro- 


duced that infinite Variety of Medicines, that 


numberleſs Farrago of Compounds, ſo greatly 
fince. uſed and followed. Thus it was, that 
Luxury, Show, and 8 went hand 


and | 
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And hand, in Phyſick, as in Dreſs: Rather 
 - "ill loſing, than gaining, any or the leaſt 
Bround amongſt that sale, extravagant, 

ambitious, and ſo highly luxurious People. 
From henceforward then, or upon the entire 
and total Deſtruction of this Empire, as well 
as the utter Ruin of that of the Greeks, this 
Profeſſion accordingly took its flight, or next 
' travell'd amongſt the Arabs and Africans. 
Here it was again new re-modelld, and afreſh 
FF _ wampdup, and thus thrown into a very diffe- 
by rent Dreſs from any of the foregoing. The 
Habits of that Nation being, according to their 
own particular Cuſtoms, Humours, Religion, 
or Conyeniencies, &. Thus theſe People 
reſumed again the Beards with the Turbans, as 
well as different Habits, greatly variegated, and 
of gay Colours, as the Reds, Greens, &c. And 1 
here precious colour d Stones became great- 5 
1y faſhionable likewiſe, as well as that the 8 
Higheſt Superſt 


— — 


ition was ſo, in Matters of 0 
Religion, and that of the Cabaliſtick, and ma- 
gical Art. It was now alfo, that + Chymiſtry t 
was introduced with all its myſtical and whim- V 
+ fie - 
+ Thus at firft imple Medicines wvere the faſhion, after which i 
it came to the Galenics; now Chymiffry was all in wague, fo 7 
Alkalies are one time much in faſhion, another time "tis Acids. af 
Antimony was formerly in great uſe, now it is in little uſe. Thus 
Bleeding is greathy in wyogue at certain times, or with ſome,” 
_ others diſapprove thereof. So ſometimes the hot Regimen is the in 
faſhion, and at another time the cold. Some depend on Syſtems, 1 
ſome on Mathematichs, whilff others depend only em Obſervation, W 
probably the ſafeſt to be relied on. Sometimes Simplicity and Truth ac 
is the faſhion, as Falhood, Ornament or Show is in times of 
| Luxury and Iniguity. | 


"eat ] 


fra Dockrine, and Notions, ſo WIR” 
ticulavly at chat time adapted thereto. A Pro- 


feſſion generally judged to be entirely nem, 
eſpecially as to its great Uſe: and Application 


this Way. Since not known (from what wie 
can learn) either amongſt the Greeks, or No- 


mans. It was now alſo, that the Sugar d Tribe, 


ſo very pompouſly appear d and were added 
to the foreſaid many various Galenic Com- 
pounds; ſuch) were their Confections, Con- 
ſerues, Syrups,” &c. And thus Phyſick Was 
in ſuck manner likewiſe alter d, according to 
the Taſte, Fuſpion, Time and Place, of that 


rough Nation. And now it was (as before ob- 


ſerved) that colour d precious Stones became in 
that great uſe amongſt them for Dreſs and Or- 


nament; and ſo they were in the like manner 
introduced, and uſed, in tlie medicinal way. 


And as great Swpet/tition (as likewiſe has been 
laid) was the FHuſbiun of theſe Times, ſo it 
was even alſo introduced into this Profeſ- 
ſion, for the Cure of many Maladies': whe- 


ther by that of Conjuratiome, or certain odd 


Words with various ſtrange Forms, or Trifles, 
as Well as by many different Forms of A 
mulets, with ſome conjuring Iuſcriptionm an 


them, &c. Thus ſeveral hundreds of Lears 


after the Decay, Diviſioun, or Downfall. of 
that Monarchy, this Profeſſion return d back 
into Italy, Hain, and France, and to theſe 
our northern Parts. Twas then that it was 


again re-modelld, 1 likewiſe its Lan- 


Suage, 
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\_ -- , _ guage, as well as its Religion; that is, inſtead 
- - - of the Arabian Tongue and the Mahumetan 
Neligion, it took to the Latin Language, and 
Popiſh Forms, thus receiving, entirely, and 
blindly ſubmitting itſelf to be transform d, re- 
8 modell d, approved, and the Practitioners there- | 
ol dignified with Honours, Titles, &c. as the 
ſovereign Pontiff was pleaſed to determine, 
or approve. And thus it was that the Latin 
in particular, as well as the Greek, Logict, 
Philoſophy, and Metaphyſicks, were by this 
great and univerſal Father of the Church, 
judged abſolutely neceſſary to be learn d by 
every Eccleſiaſtic, as well as all ſuch who could 
be thought to have any uſe for Letters, or in 
; a ſtudious way; Who accordingly were order d 
| ” ___ tobe coopdup in publick Schools, (founded or 
. approved by the ſaid Roman See) thus to be 
properly qualified with this kind of modiſb Edu- 
cation. And fo it was in like manner concluded 
and determin d, that Phyſick alſo required this 
ſort of faſhionable Learning as much as any, to 
wit, as either that of the Church or the Law. 
It was now that thus the foreign, or dead Lan- 
guages became the Faſhion, or Mode, for all 
Phyſicians ſo to be furniſh'd therewith; parti- 
cularly that of the Latin and Greek. It was 
ſome time thereafter that the great Formality of 
| preſeribing, and that in the moſt pompous man 
1 ner, was introduced, and ever ſince ſo greatiy 
3 followed. But now (I doubt) it may be alledg- 
ed, tho I may here have ſaid ſomething to m_ 
goo 


2 on. 0. tt, bp ton 


© 
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t 1 


good 10 much of our foreſaid Title, yet that 


the principal Difficulty ſtill remains ſo alſo to 
make out that Phyſick changes its Figure, 


Form, and Faſhion, even as Dancing, &c. we 


ſhall then obſerve that amongſt the Ancients 
Dancing was conſidered with them in a quite 
1 light, to what it is at preſent amongſt 
Socrates regarded dancing amongſt the 
frious Diſcipline of his time, more eſpecially" 
as to Health: and ſo is ſaid to have learn'd it 
in his old Age. Theſeus'is by ſome thought 
to have been the firſt Inſtitutor thereof (after 
his killing of the Minotaur) in Dances per- 
form'd before the Altar of Apollo, in the Je 
of Delos. That it was in high Perfection a- 
mongſt the Ancients, is caſy to be gathered 
from great variety of the Writers of that time. 
The Lacedemonians were ſaid to have been the 
firſt who built the Cymnaſia, or Paleſtre ; 
which was however ſoon follow d by the reſt 
of Greece and Italy. Theſe were publick 
Buildings extremely large and ſpacious, with 
long Porticoes, and proper places to run, walk, 
or exerciſe under a Roof, being many Build- 
ings join d, ſufficient to contain many thou- 
lands of People all rogether : and that with- 
out the leaſt Diſturbance or Interruption to one 
other. Thoſe for Exerciſe had their parti- 
cular Maſters, named Gymnaſte, and the Ser- 
Yants that were under them were call'd: Pæao- 
tribe, All forts of Exerciſes were uſed: there, 
iS well as Dancing. The Pale, or Spliæ- 
2 riſterion, 
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riſterion, Was 4 kv n= a ſpherical 3 
ment, accompanied with tofling, and catching 
of Balls. The Ancients had many different 

kinds of Dances, that of the religious or 
facred, the warlike or military, as that of leap- 
ing and jumping in Armour, called by them 
the Pyrrick. There was alſo: the civil and that 
of Love, or ſome of theſe mixt, Oc. He- 
rodicus, Maſter of the great Hippocrates, is 
aid to have been the firſt Inyentor of the 
' Gymmaſtick Phyſich, or Exerciſe, who being 
then Maſter of an Academy, obſerved the Vouth 
thus to become more healthful, by ſuch their 
Exerciſes there, as well as much contributing 
to prolong his own Life thereby: tho at the 
ſame time he is ſaid then to have had an incurable 
Malady upon him. Some of the Ancients in 
thoſe Days are likewiſe reported to have cured 
moſt of their Maladies by Maui and Dancing. 
Galen mentions Aſculapius, for curing the 
Diſorders of the Mind this way; as the 
Phrygians did all manner of Pains thereby. 
Apollonius ſpeaks. of its Uſe in Epilepſies, and 
the Diſtractions of the Mind Thales of Crete 
is thus ſaid to have cured the Lacedemonians 
of their Peſtileuce; and Democrates taught 
it as a Cure for moſt Diſtempers. Pyr hago 
74s: (as Jamblichus relates) uſed it in the Cure 
of Venomous Bites, as well as in other Mala. 
dies. Hieronymus Mercurialis particularly 
deſeribes the healthful Uſes of the Dances, as 


well as the other Exerciſes of the Ancients. 
"| he 


E xxi 2 

0 The Cubiſtick or tumbling Dance, he recom- 
10 | mends for the ſtrengthening of the Arms and 
nt Thizhs, though probably not ſo adviſable for 
os, the Back or Bowels, Head, &c. Aretæus 
D- likewiſe adviſes: much Geſticulation, or vari- 
on ous Motions for various Maladies; as Chirono- 
ut mia or moving of the Arms and Hands, with 
Te- Boxing, for Ve ertigo, &c. The g ptians, 
. Grecians, and Romans, ſtill uſed Dancing in 
he their lacred and religious Rites and Ceremo- 
ng nics. Orpheus and Muſeus. affirm d, that 20 
ith Perſon could be initiated into holy Myſteries 
eir without Muſick and Dancing. Neither was 
ng there indeed any thing tranſacted in Delos 
he without it. The Pricſts (tis ſaid inſtructed by 
ble Rhea) danced with Shields, Swords, and Ar- 
Ins mour, in warlikeandfurious Poſtures, being call d 
red Corylantes. And thus the © Egyptians and 
np. Scythians in Dances adored the dum; as the In- 
the 440 (probably from them) do even at this day. 
the Sothe Romans had their Salii or dancing Prieſts, 
by. whoſe Office it was to celebrate the Rites of 
ind Mars, perform'd in warlike Habits, thus prai- 
te ſing the rutelar God of Battle with Muſick and 
ans Dancing. The Vow of Tullus Hoſtilins 
ght (which he made in Battle with the Sabines) 


was to inſtiture twelve more of the dancing 
Prieſts, as the moſt agrecable Offeringhe thought 
he could make them. Many other different 
Dances were inſtituted on various occaſions, 

as thoſe in honour. of Apollo, Minerva, and 
Diana; ſuch were the Pythien and Olympick 
Games, 
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11 1er Nation, who danced with their Pipe 


[ xxit J 

Games, 25 well as thoſe in honour of Neptune 
the Charztzes and Graces. So in like man- 
ner the Ludz Magalenſes to the Mother of the 
Gods, and the Bacchanalia or Feaſts of Bac. 
ehus, in 'honour of him. The Palilia to 
Pales the Goddeſs of Shepherds, to preſerve 
their Cattle from Diſeaſes, Wolves, Oc. by 
dancing round Heaps of Straw call'd Palea. 
Thus then after the total Diſſolution of the 
Roman Empirc, Phyſick (as has been obſerved) 
travelled next into Arabia and Africa, where 
It again took a 2 00 SHape; or was there 
afech re-modelFd, as well as Dancing, accord- 
to the Cuſtoms, Whim, and Fancy of that 


And T, ambour, &c. Thus Dancing, which was 
arrived to the higheſt Perfection amongſt the 
| Ancients, did finally like other ſublunary things 
fall again into Decay, upon the Deſtruction or 
Downfall of thoſe People. And now the French 
tis true have of late Years introduced ſome tri- 
fling inſignificant Dances, ſuch as thoſe of 
Love and i Gallantry, or altogether lafeivious, 
- otherwiſe of no real Significancy or Meaning; 
| to that there hardly ſeems to be any thing of 
that true Knowledge and Art to be remaining 
amongſt us, which was ſo well known to the 
Ancients, entire Hiſtories being expreſs d with 
them, by Signs, and Dances. And thus it was 
that Phyſi ck itſelfdidin like manner alſodegene- 
rate into mereForms, vain Grimace and Show, 


rather than into any Neulittes, or that of the 
0 true 
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true Knowledg e and Improvement of this pre 
feſſion. It will then (probably ) ſufficiently ap- 
pear, from what has before been advanced in our 
foreſaid Title, That Phyfick (as uſed) ig a mere. 
7065 a Whim, anHumour,;a Fancy, adownright 

Faſhion, even as much as Dreſs or Dancing. 

But now ſince we have here hinted at the 
many new Forms and Faſhions, thus brought 
in amongſt the Moderns (particularly thoſe 
latter mentioned), which were introduced by 
the Power of the Roman Pontiff, to wit, the 
faſhionable Education of the Times, accom- 
panied with the pompous Title of the Degree 
of Dotfor, &c., I ſhall then at preſent content 
myſelf by recommending to, my Reader, the 
following Letter, more fully treating of that 
Subject in particular. And now I cannot at 
the ſame time forbear very heartily ſmiling, 
when I obſerve and conſider the extraordinary 
rout, noiſe, and buſtle, which is made by that 
notable Female Mrs. $ tevens,: (with her. ſo 
greatly celebrated: Noſtrum) nay, that even 
Doctors and ſome of the moſt noted Surgeons | 
highly admire, praiſe, covet, and follow her, 
for this her wonderful Knowledge : yea, that 
ſhe is by their aſſiſtance even greatly taken no- 
tice of and rewarded by the Publick. Now if 
ſo it be then that ſhe knows, and does more 
than even the Doctors, Oc. why do they not 
give her that Degree alſo? More eſpecially, 
ſince ſhe will not be the firſt Female who has 
had it. And ſhould ſhe arrive to be Preſident 
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1 | 3 of the C e might not poſſibly do much | 


lefs good than ſome have: 23 440% 
"Yer am I in à Dream? Or call 1 b het 
truſt to my Senſes, either Eyes or Ears? And 
Are there as yet on Earth ſuch regular Preten- 


mighty Feats of this ſimple Female? Yes oy 
there are, even ſuch knowing Sciol.: 
who have alſo gain'd ſome Credit with: E 


kind. Neither do incline to aſſert it to be 
from any private or intereſted Views in them. 
But is it even yet poſſible, and will Futurity 


our Times, ſuch who pretend to, or have re- 
ceived their Doctor's Degrees, ſach a8 4 Hh), 
$h— or a , &c. "that ſo adore, follow, 
-extol, and recommend this moſt notable Wo- 
man with her non-ſach Medicine. Or are 
there even as yet of our moſt noted Chitut- 
'gcons of our Hoſpitals, the ſo renown'd Litho- 
| Fomiſts, (and who fo highly value themſelves 
on their great Improvements) the never-to-be- 
forgotten \ Ornaments of the Profeſſion Ch—n 
and , together with HA, who all toge- 
ther, as well as the former, even humbly ſubmit 


male, and all without the leaſt View of any private 
- Intereſt, as it is well known that Ornaments 
BF of the Profeſſion always do. And thus'theſc 
| | | . excellent 


140 


ders in Phyſtck, who follow and puff up the 


more unthinking and unknowing part of Man- 


eyer credit it, that there are or were in theſe 


to play the ſourneymen, Aſſiſtants, and Teſtimo- 
nies or Vouchers to this ſo wonder-working Fe- 


„ 


ern 516d 9% 51 ry & 1. 55 Wo315d ot NN 
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55 A 1 Ages (or the B enght, of, Poſtericy) 


with that. admirable Operation of. the Dewar: of 
the Ear. But it would, 1.doubt, gemi ſome 


what likely (if not to appear over-plain) that 
theſe Scrolz (poſſibly beſides other weighty rea- 
ſons) may be in hopes of attaining to, or of 
learning from this ſo ſcientific Female, a much 
eaſier Method of relieving Mankind from the 


Stone, than that hitherto practiſed, and ſo par- 


ticularly, and ſo wy [RL perform'd by 
thoſe noted and d 


ticular. And 7 7 5 now ſeem 
ſhrewdly to ſuſpe& there M he little or no 
further occaſion r chem in Wipe former ope- 
rative way, tho 8 Mdnderfully ſuc- 


ceſsful. And fhall We 8 Jer Delicve that the 
publick appear ſeemingly inclinable to indulge 


the Fair Sex, by demanding only to hear thoſe. 


of her ſide, without deſiring the Information, 
ſummoning or enquiring (at the {ame time) of 
thoſe of the other ſide, and the reaſonable Objec- 
tions to be made by ſuch, or who might perhaps 


too plainly ſhew the Folly of the trifling Tittle- 


tattle, laid before them by theſe buſy forward 
$2011, with all their pretended Demonſtrations. 


But! ſhall refer (at preſent) my further Thoughts 


on this Head, and proceed as hinted on the Let- 
ter ſpoken on the Degree of Doctor: which 
Dignity | one might be n to imagine, 

when 
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Een juſt as gocd as bother, 
AND 
SURGEONS 
Are not leſs knowing. 
APOTHECARIES 
ARE 
« 48 _ as any; not * 9 All. 


10 I vow to G—4, Sir, fend for FY ir Apo- 
1 THECARY that's next you. 


GarTH's Advice to his Friend, on aſking what 
Phyfician he'd recommend him to, in caſe of his 
the DocTor's Death. 


A Thus W——d and St— ns (in their way) are by 
8 many, Great and Small, Sc. ęſteem'd as good; 
. or better than any. 


By the AUTHOR of Phyſick is a Feſt, &c. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| T HE Saying made uſe of in my Title- Page from 
Dr. Garth, is ſaid to have been ſpoken on Oc- 
caſion of a Friend or Patient of his, asking him (in 
caſe of his the Doctor's Death) what Phyſician he 
then would adviſe him to chooſe, or to make uſe of? 
To which the Doctor merrily replied that before 
mentioned, 7 vow, &c. It may not here perhaps 
likewiſe be altogether improper to acquaint my 
Reader, that I have been informed, ſome of the 
Profe ſion _ alledged, that my former Diſ- 
courſe called Phyſick is a Feſt, &c. was too ſeriouſly 
handled for cl, an 1 Title * which 
ſeemingly may have ſome Truth therein. Yet I 
would only here obſerve rherero, That Authors, no 
more than Parnters, or Poets, are not always in the 
humourous or moſt facetious Way. And if I was ſo 
thought to have hit off the Title, yet the Subject, 
when to be treated of, might in all Probability have 
a very different Effect upon me, to what it perhaps 
had on the Generality of Mankind, that is, even 
ſo, as to render me rather grave than merry; which 
Effect, I freely own, it in a great Meaſure ſeems to 
have had upon me. Yet this, I think, may ſafely 
be advanced, that if I was more inclinable to treat 
it in the ſerious, than in the very merry Way, it 
might proceed from my imagining the Subject to be 
full grave for that kind of Treatment; more eſpe- 
cially, fince I intended not (in reality) to make a 
Jeſt of the Profeſſion, but rather to ſhew the Change» 
ableneſs of the Practice thereof by its Practitioners, 
a uk 
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or to expoſe its Folly as generally 2 ; beſides that 


I apprehend the more ſerious way of writing ought, 
in all Probability, to be allowed to come the neareſt 
io Truth. And if the Facetiouſneſs of the Title 
proved of any Advantage to engage more to look 
into the Diſcourſe itſelf, and lo to be of ſome Uſe 
to the Sale thereof, yet thar, I hope, was not any 
Prejudice to the Publick. And now if I ſhould have 
taken a greater Liberty by appearing to be any Way 
fore merry in this, it is enough for me, that my 
Reader (ſuch as it is) 7s ſat iſied rherewirh, I ſhall 
to this here only add, that tho' I have herein 
reduced the Pradlitiouers in Phyſick pretty much 
ußon a Level as to Knowledge, (particularly in the 
Opinion of their Adherents, Cc.) and that thus, the 
one appears to be een juſt as good as the other: Yet 


it ſcems allo plain, that a Phyſician properly form- 


ed by Nature, or of ſuch à lucky Caſt, as to be fitted 
for making the molt numerous Acquaiutuucè (when 
not already made to his Hand by Priends) he will, 
I ſay, by humouring ſuch Cuſtomers, ſtand the fair- 
eſt for a more general and univerſal Practice; 
whilſt one without the like fortunate Talent, tho 
of infinitely ſuperior Merit in PEyſick, (or ſo judged 
by knowing Men) yet he will in a great Meaſure, 
if not entirely be loſt, Now whether ſuch like 
numerous Set of Acquzintance be the wiſer Part of 
Mankind, is not ſo material to a Phyſician, who 
principally minds or ſeeks only Money, Riches be- 
ing more rarely he Lot of the wiſer Part than it 
is that of the other, 
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One PHYSICIAN is e'en MY 
as good as the other, Gc. 


inquiſitive Reader) thus pleaſed 
to caſt thine Eye, on this 
ſhort Diſcourſe, IC intent to 
examine into the Contents thereof, I do 
not here undertake to acquaint thee, who 
is the beſt, or moſt knowing of the Pro- 
fefſion of Phy ick, (whatever my more pri- 
vate Imaginations may be on ſuch Subject) 
only that I here now propoſe, to make that 


clear and plain, which We have before ad- 


vanced in our foreſaid Title-Page, to wit, 
that the one Phyſician is een juſt as good 
as the other, &c. that is, as knowing, as 
Skilful, and fo forth. T his I doubr not, 
thou wilt readily allow me, zs 4 Novelty, . 
and may as yet perhaps ſeem a little ſtrange ! 
as moſt Things do betore they are ducly | 
conſidered, | 


B 


— & 


7 NO W, whoſoever thou art (moſt 
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(2) 

I muſt however own, that the Diſcovery 
of this grand Secret, has coſt me much 
Contemplation, Labour, and Pains, as may 
more fully be obſerved from what follows. 
Permit me then, firſt to begin, or to enquire 
of thy ſelf, by what Rule it is, thou goeſt 


on, or makeſt choice of thy Phyſician ? 


or that thou determineſt ſuch one, to be 
the ableſt, and moſt knowing of the Pro- 
feſfſion ? Since if it be only, that thy Grand- 


mother was of this Opinion, and aſſured 
thee of it, that will ſerve for no ſuch ſtrong 
Proof to me: Nay, were it even thy own 


Father and Mot her alſo, who had confirm- 
ed it to thee; becauſe thus my very next 
- Reader, may, nay certainly will, bring me 
even full as good Teſtimony, in behalf of 
e wel 
Well, but now I do ſuppoſe you would 
readily acquaint me, that all the good ex- 


perienced Nurſes, and tutorizing or dottor- 


iging Ladies, or others, ſtill confirm it 


more ſtrongly to you, evef recounting an 


Infinity of great Cares, performed by this 


great Man: Nay, that even your well, and 


ſo. very notably, Pons and experienced 


Apothecary, (who unqueſtionably and ſure- 


ly, muſt be a good, or the beſt Judge of 
theſe Matters) likewiſe confirms it, and 


aſſures you of the ſame: how can there, 
in 
— n 


— 


1 
of you, dear Sir, to allow me to ask you, 
will not my very next Reader by the ſame 
Rule aſſure me of the ſame Thing, and the 
like Aſſurances from his Apothecary, or 
other the good Women, or People about 
him, of his Phyſician alſo? Nay, will not 
the ſame pharmaceutic Friend of yours, 
and ſo another, be ſufficiently ready to in- 
ſinuate, that you had far better to depend 
upon him, than oy any Phyſician, whom 
he poſſibly may not be ſo well with? 
And in the ſame manner, I ſay, will not 
he, or thoſe of my next Reader, take the 
ſame Liberty, in affirming the like, or he 

ſame Thing of his? 15 
But here I obſerve, that the good Lady 
your Grandmother appears hereat to be a 
little ruffled, and aut of Humour : What, 
| ſays ſhe, ſure every. body allows him, I uſe, 
- to be the moſt knowing, and moſt skilful 
2 Perſon of the whele Prafeſſion; beſides that 
* he plainly proves it (continues ſhe) by the 
n Multiplicity of his Practice, with the great 
8 Figure he makes, or the common Expence 
d of his Living. Indeed, my very obliging 
4 Reader, I cannot but allow the vert uous 
:- and credulous, old Lady your Grandame, 
f Wl to be a very pious, good, charitable, ſort of 
d « Lady, and I would not therefore willing- 
e. ly pretend to contradict, or to enter into 
44 the leaſt Diſpute with her, only wiſh that I 
B 2 could 
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. (4) 
could find out this ſo very excellent Practi- 
tioner, which- every one agrees to be the 
Very beſt, ſince that which every one ſays 
muſt ſurely be true: But if only more ge- 
nerally allowed, that will not do, ſince the 
Minority may often be in the right; more 
eſpecially, if we can imagine, the wiſer, 
moſt knowing, and experienced part of 
Mankind, to be of that Number. But 
now, even ſuppoſing it to be every one, 
have we not allo known, that there 
were Opinions for and againſt An- 
tipodes, that the Sun moved round the 
Earth, and that the Earth moved round 
the Sun, Let they cannot both be true, 
unleſs we ſhould admit of a third, or fourth, 
univerſal Opinion, of both being true, or 
both being falſe. As to the two laſt Parti- 
culars mentioned of the Multiplicity of 
Practice, with the elegant Method of living, 
we muſt likewiſe agree, there be ſeveral 
others who have the like, and alſo who 
live well. But Hold, cry you, why 
ſo very much of this elderly Lady, or any | 
elſe? Since you pretend to judge for your- 
ſelf, without any ſuch Helps, or Aſſiſtance, 
do I not very well know, ſay you, that 
you have been at the Univerſity, and 
pretty well acquainted in the , /earned 
Tongues, both with the Latin and Greet, 
as well as with the Lagict, Mevaphyfcts 

£: and 


(5) 
and uſual Education orLearning for a Gentle- 
man in that Place; beſides, your having 
gone through 4 Courſe of Anatomy, &c. 
And thus you know (ſay you) that the Phy- 
ſician you have made choice of, is a very e- 
cellent Scholar, and without ſo much dwel- 
ling on his great Knowledge in the latter 
mentioned, to wit, Logic, or Metaphy- 
ficks, you very well know (continue you) 
experimentally, that he moſt frequently pug- 
les you very much, not only in Anatomy, 
but even allo in Greek and Latin; be- 
ſides you obſerve, he writes his Receipts 
very faſt, in that earned Language, and in 
a very elegant Stile too. 

Mighty well, good Sir, this would indeed 
ſeem to prove, or argue, that Schoo/maſters, 
or be it the beff Schoolmaſters, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily make the beſt Phyſicians. But with- 
out, Sir, dwelling much on this, that there 
may be many others e'en full as good Gram- 


marians, &c. as yours, I mult and ſhall 


next obſerve to you, that the Egyptian 
Phyſicians, from whom the Greeks learned 
this Art, had no ſuch Univerſity Arcom- 
 Miſhments, neither were they any way know- 
ing either in the Gree# or Latin, nay even 
the great Hippocrates, knew nothing of the 


latter, or indeed any 1hing further of the 


Greek as a Scholar, than merely as it was 
his own Mother 7 ongue 3 neither are we 
well 
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(64) 
well aſſured that any of the Arabian Phy/e- 
_ ezans (whoſe Diſciples we more immediate- 
ly are) knew much, if any thing, of either 
Language, particularly of the Latin, or in- 
decd that in general they knew any thing 

of either. But we might likewiſe obſerve, 
that ſome of the very. beſt Commentators 
on Hippocrates, as Duretus, &c. as well as 
fome of the moſt conſiderable, moſt fortu- 
nate, and knowing Practitioners, they were 
often the worſt Linguiſts, or made the leaſt 
Figure in theſe learned Languages. And 
now,. my dear Sir, I will even allow that 
you really know ſo much of Anatomy, as 
to be fully convinced that your Wor 
does not in reality lie n your Heels, ac- 


conſiderable and noted Practitioners of the 
Profeſſion of his, or in our own Time, to 
Wit, the famed Sir D-— , who 
uſed merrily to ſay it was enough, or that 
ſuch a Knowledge in Anatomy was ſuffecient 
for a Phyſician 


lieve, or know any thing relating to the 
Circulation of the Blood, until diſcovered 
to him by Dr. Aris&zme; and that even 
then, he truly believed it, or was ever ful- 
ly convinced thereof, is what I cannot ſo 
poſitively affirm, Yet be that how 

there 


cording to the Opinion of one of the moſt 


Nay, the famed Dr. RatchF, as lam in- 
formed, abſolutely denied, or did not be- 


2 2 


(7) 
there are ſome who affirm the nice Knows 
ledge of Anatomy, rather to be Matter of 
Curioſity and Speculation, than of any great 
Uſe in the Practice of Phyſick; and yet 
even ſuppoſing it to be greatly neceſſary, 
there are ſurely thoſe who know full as 
much thereof as this your Favourite. But 


now, cry you, you will ſtill come much 


nearer to the Purpoſe, and thus, obſerve to 
me, that you ſpeak experimentally, not on- 
ly of the ſeveral Cures performed by him 
upon yourſelf, but likewiſe on many others, 
ſome of which by his great Skill, he cer-. 
tainly raiſed, even almoſt from the Dead. 


Mighty well again! And how, ſay J, do 


you fairly prove, that he did you any good 
at all, and yo. hurt? Or that he did not 


hinder ind Nature from more. ſpeedily do- 


ing her own proper Office? Since this very 
frequently ſo happens, and he muſt probably 


be the moſt knowing in this Profeſſion, 


who can nicely. and juſtly diſtinguiſh this, 
or to ſee very clearly into it. But allow- 
ing as yet, as you ſeem inclined, even in 
the beſt and moſt favourable Senſe, you are 
pleaſed to underſtand it in, I doubt not, 


? 


but that my zcrt Reader will be ready, as 


poſitively to affirm his Phyſician to be fully 
as ſacceſsful as yours. Well, ſay you, yet 
over and above all this, yours alſo, is, or 
has been Phyſician to an Hoſpital, _ 

other 


1659 


other very great Practice, and that there· 
fore it muſt be abſolutely impoſſible, but 
that he neceſſarily muſt be vaſtly knowing 
and extremely ſucceſsful. Now, permit 
me on this Head, to remark to you, good 
Sir, that they are not, or have not always 
been the moſt conſiderable, or in the Top 
Practice, who do either belong to, or who 
have ever been belonging to any Hoſpitals. 
Ratchf, &c. you know, never was. Nay, 
not only he, but even others, would ot 
accept thereof; neither have any ſuch of 
Hoſpitals ever yet proved to us, that they 
are any way more knowing, or in the leaſt 
more ſucceſsful, than theſe others. Nay, 
we even obſerve, ſuch to be following 
Mrs. Stephens, with her Receipt, or expe- 
rimenting of Her Medicine, who is not of 
any Hoſpital, you know, nor endowed with 
any of the /earned Languages, or Educa- 
tion we have been ſpeaking of; and if even 
the Magiſtrates of the College ſhall give 
Ear thereto alſo, what ſhall we then think? 
And yet we may eaſily perceive, that this 
good Woman has her Followers as much as 
any of them. But I chuſe not to dwell on 
this Subject, ſince already fo ſufficiently 
handled, and fully examined into, in the 
Pamphlet, of Obſervations on her Receipt, 


which has lately been 3 
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| Now, as for the great Variety of Practice 
you mention, I muſt freely own to you, 
that I have moſt frequently remarked, 
thorough my whole Life, that Multitudes 
have been oppreſſed, with infinite Fariety 


of Practice, in all manner of ways, and 


in different Buſineſſes, during the whole 
Courſe of their Lives, and yet in all the 
Continuation of that Scene, did in reality 
know nothing at all of the Matter, but 
ſtill have thus nevertheleſs accumulated 


great Riches in ſuch a way; which makes 


me call to mind what 4 great Virtuo ſo 
(not bred to Phyſick) once ſaid, v/z. that 
he could very well perceive @ Perſon might 
acquire great Riches in Phyſick, without 
at the ſame time knowing any thing at all 


of the Matter. Neither avails it, if you 


ſhould much value your Practitioner, on 
his great Knowledge in the Mathematicks, 
ſince that, I think, at preſent, is pretty 
much out of Doors, for they may as readi- 
ly found their firſt Notions, or Principles, 
on a falſe Bottom, as if they had no ſuch 
Mathematical Learning; beſides that they 
generally know ſo very little about he 
true Nature, Form, or Structure, of the 
human Fabrick, that all ſuch ſort of rea- 


loning, will in general come to nothing. 


Add to this, that if my ext Neader, 


ſhould not even alſo inform me, that Ye 
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Favourite is as expert and learned at that, 


as yours is, yet he may however aſſure me, 
that his Phyſician is a moſt Sxirul Chymiſt, 
and on which he values himſelf highly, al- 
though a Study, the knowing ancient Phyſi- 


cians, were altogether unacquainted with; 


whilſt another as yet, values himſelf on his 
being @ moſt extraordinary Botaniſt, where- 
as did he but underſtand the real Vertues 


and Uſes of one half Score of the very belt 


of the ſeveral Thouſands, he ſo much va- 
lues himſelf upon, to be ſo very knowing 
in, it would be of vaſtly more uſe to him 
as a Practitioner. 

But now if my Reader muſt next needs 
inform me, that he likewiſe values his Phy- 
ſician greatly, as being of the more dign:- 


fied Kind, and even choſe for the Uſe of 
his Sovereign, whether He, or ſhe, ſtill in 
that caſe, I ſay, we can no way perceive 


any material Difference from thoſe who 
are not /o dignified; ſince we plainly 
enough can obſerve, that he who is lo, 1s 


not therefore the rather uſed, on the ne- 
ceſſary Occaſions, whether for Him or her ; 


nay, we find by Experience, that thoſc 
who are not ſo, ſeem to have a far better 


Chance, of being called, or uſed, on ex- 
traordinary, or even on common Occaſions, 
than thoſe others here ſpoken of, who are 
named in ſuch great Dignity. Thus we 


have 


- 


Hand © 1 — 1 1 


0 A Rr Pry 8 


— 25 — 2 


OR = — 


PA WI 


9 


— "8 — ” -PÞ- 
„ N 


* „ Np E- -- - Y 


2 2 2 


n 
have even known, a Perſon in Effect (or 
hardly to be reckoned) little elſe than a 
Bookſeller, fo choſe to ſuch Honour by 
various Potentates, and even as much 
uſed too, upon Occaſion, as others of more 


general credit in Phyſick, or even of thoſe 


the firſt, in the like Honour and Dignity; 
neither ſhall we find this much to differ, 
in ſuch like dignified Surgeons, E/q—s, &c. 
And here I might add to this, that even 
amongſt the great x s Eleves, there 


are Perſons, I am informed, who very po- 


ſitively affirm, that there is ſome one of 
them who has had no Practice or Buſineſs, 
who knows even full as much, or is full 


as good as any other of them in the higheſt 


cr top practice. But theſe, I ſay, are, as I 


have before remarked to you, the Opinions 


of the Adherents or Followers, which 1 for 
my own part, do not pretend to enter into, 


or to decide. Yet this perhaps may in ge- 
neral be allowed, that there are not any o 
them here laſt mentioned ſo very mean, as 
to value themſelves much on their great 


Knowledge in Surgery, how ſoever neceſlary 
a Qualification, ſome may imagine it, to- 


wards the making 4 compleat Phyſs can. 


And now as to Phyſicians of Armies, it 


is certain that they have been of all Sorts 


and iges, big and ſmall, or little, great, 
8585 tall, yet till the one was thought by 
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their Adherents, even as good as the other; 
and as a more full Proof hercof, the one 
had not one Farthing more daily pay than 
the other. As to thoſe of Navies, ſome 
will have it to be much the ſame, what- 
ever my own private Opinion may be in 
that reſpect. 

But without dwelling. much longer on 
ſuch Dignities and Qualifications, c. I ſee 
you now ſeem fond of inſinuating to me, 
that your Favourite Phyſician is even alſo 
an Aut bor, and writes with great Applauſe. 
Alas! Sir, there be even many of theſe 
too, and Which to determine 26 the beſt 
of them, may be the Queſtion. Nay, we 


ſhall find thoſe in the greateſt Practice to 
be no Mriters; and thoſe who are not ſo, 


ſcem pretty generally to agree, that the 
Writers of their own Time, more eſpeci- 
ally thoſe any way near them, that their 
Writings are all good for nothing; unlcls it 
ſometimes be allowed, that a Writer 75 


rolerable, or good, where he is already got 


a great way above them, Who thus give 
their Opinion; for Writers in this way, 
(particularly) and poſſibly likewiſe in ſome 
other ways, are generally eſteemed in pro- 
portion to the Appearance they make, or 
the Practice they have, though it ſhould 
in reality be ever ſo bad, Beſides, Sir, we 


do not find by Experience, the Practice 
and 
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and Eſteem of ſuch as do not write (whe- 


ther in Town or Country) at Bath, Bri- 
ſtol, or elſewhere, is leſs, but that they are, 
I ſay, c'en as greatly in Practice, and in 
full as much Efteem, and as highly cried 
up by their Patients, as the very be/? Writers 


of the Place they ate in. Nay, writing 


truly, as often tends to their Prejudice 
and Diſad vantage, as it does to their Ad- 


vantage. Thus Raicliff, you ſee never 


«Writ; if he had, it might perhaps have 
been Worſe for him: and fo poſſibly thoſe 


who write not, are glad and willing to 


keep ſuch a notable Example before them, 
of not writing, and thus are accordingly 
ready to under value and cry down all who 
do; neither is it neceſſary here we ſhould 
touch on Ratcliff's greater or leſs Know- 
ledge than that of others his Contempora- 


ries. But we ſhall, I ſay, go on to oblerve 


as to Writers, that we very well know Sit 
D. H——z, Sir R. Blackthore, or Sir 
H did not much mend the Matter by 


their Writings ; and yet I know not well, 


whether the firſt named did, or did not, 
conſidering that he writ in e religious 
Way (as well as in that of his Profe ſſion) 


which might accordingly probably much 


pleaſe his pions Females, &c. And beſides 
what is here remarked, the Generality of 
your Writers, are on the moſt common 
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(14) 
trite Subjects, ſo often and frequently well 
treated of by others before them, and their 
Deſign and Thoughts for the moſt part 
borrawed, or pillaged from ſuch, that they 
are but roo often, or in reality little better 
than ſuch Authors worſted. However, I 
do not diſlike, nay, I even much approve 
that they ſhould try their hand, ſo to ſhew 


the World what they are able to do. Tho 


I maſt freely own, I ſhould have a much 
better Opinion of ſuch favourite Writer, 
were he to ſtrike out into an ancrommon 
Road, and that he produced or treated of 
Subjects greatly or mtirely new, which if 
but /olerably executed, would at leaſt prove 
and ſhew ſome Knowledge and Cenius. 


For my own part, I freely do declare, I 


can hardly think I could ever in general 
diſcover common Senſe to be writ on com- 
mon Diſtempers, and ſtill Ie, when they 
write on all, ſince all Conſtitutions have 
their Maladies more or leſs varying from 
that of others, which ſufficiently proves 
the great Difficulty of writing on part icu- 


lar Maladies. I likewiſe own to you, 
Sir, I ſcarce ever ſee common Senſe to be 
writ on the Subje& of Fevers, (for with 


me I underſtand that Word only to mean 
an irregular Pulſation of the Blood) and 
how much has ever well been ſaid on Smalt 


Pox, I muſt alſo leave to my knowing 
Reader 
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Reader to judge, as well as of that of ner- 
vous Fevers and nervous Diſtempers, 
probably even that of the Count allo, &c. 
and poſſibly that likewiſe of the Di- 
rection of Aliment, Air, &c. which are 
very uncertain from the infinite and vaſt 
Variety of Conſtitut ions, that it would 
almoſt ſeem to be a very idle Undertaking. 
{ could, methinks, wiſh, perhaps rather or 
Curioſity than great Uſe, that we had ſome- 
what of an Hiſtory of the infinite Variety 
of Things, particularly of Aliment, which 
have ſuch ſfrange, ſurpriging, and ſo very 
extraordinary Effects on various Conſtitu- 
lions; this might probably be no unwor- 
thy or unbecoming Subject for the Royal 
Society, who often amuſe themſelves with 
many Things ſeemingly of leſs Uſe or Cu- 
rioſity than this. But to prove ſtill more 
fully what has here been advanced, as to 
the one being equally good with the other, 
do we not plainly diſcover, that there is 4 
common high Road, in which moſt or all 
do run, none ſeeking out 4 more new, or 
a nearer Road, but there trudge on, in the 
lame old jog-trot. And thus, to draw 
towards a Concluſion, you may eaſily 
enough obſerve, as has before been advan- 
ced, that the one Phyſician is juſt den as 
good as the other, and conſequently that 
you may juſt as well ſend for the one 46 


for 
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for the other, much even as you would fot 
4 Shoemaker, &c. It is true the one of theſe 
latter mentioned, may ſeem more particu- 
larly to pleaſe you in the Faſhion or fitting 
of your Jhoes than the other does, yet any 
of them can ſtill make you 4 pair of Shoes, 
and the beſt of them will ſometimes oil, 
or make them unfit for your U/e. But now 
you acquaint me that Intereſt engages, and 
invites you, I have done. 

As to what we may obſerve of Surgeons, 
on ſuch /;ke Subject, the one being cen juſt 


as good as the other, or whether pretty 


much the ſame with the former, appears 
to be a ſomewhat hard Task to undertake 
poſitively tt aſſert, neither do 1 over-ab- 
ſolutely incline to decide therein; but I 
ſhall here only take notice of the few fol- 
lowing Conſiderations on that Head. We 
do indeed diſtinguiſh which are manual 


Operations, and which are not ſo. Thus 


far we may ſcemingly (at leaſt with us) 
diſtinguiſh 0, or which are Surgeons, 
and which are Phyſicians ; and yet if we 


take it even this Way, we ſhall likewiſe 
thus again be puzzled, when we duely con- 


ſider that ſome of the principal Operations 
are alſo practiſed by thoſe called Phy 
cians, or who have received their Doctors 
Degree, of which Claſs thoſe of Mia 


wifery frequently are: Such likewiſe do 
= 1 often 


C97) 


often cut for the Mone, fo the Operations 


or Maladies of he Eyes, &c. nay we might 
cven probably be able to produce, at leaſt, 
one who performs none of theſe greater 
Operations, a Practitioner only in the com- 
mon Parts of Surgery, though with his De 


grees of Phyſician allo, who has full as 


much Nepute, Practice, and Wealth 
(gained this way) as any of all theſe here 
before- mentioned, who perform Zheſe 
greater Operations; nay, and occalionally 
does even practiſe Phyſick alſo; and by 
his Adherents, may, according to all Like- 
lihood be in as great Repure, as any Phy- 
ſician of them all, of whom we have been 
ſpcaking. Abroad indeed, it is a much 
more common Thing than here, to be 
both. | 

But now we muſt again rake notice, that 
there are as yet ſeveral Surgeons, who 
have not any the like Degrees as a Phyſi- 
cian, neither do they value themſelves on 
any ſach Dignity, or Accompliſhment, 
and yet their Friends or Adherents Will 
not allow, but that they are every bit as 
good as any of the former. | 

Yet there is one Thing which indeed 
very much puzzles me (more eſpecially, 
as Matrers ſtand with us) and for which I 
arn very heartily ready to beg the Help and 
Alliance of Phyſicians as well as Surgeons 

to 
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to afliſt 70 clear up the Affair; nay, 


I would even add, Apothecaries allo, if 
they can any way contribute to give the 
leaſt Light therein, which is, how proper- 
ly to diſtinguiſh, which are the Maladies, 
that are truely the Province of the Phyji- 
cian? And which thoſe that are fo of the 
Surgeon ? Since tis ſufficiently well known, 
that the later are not tied down 10 the ope- 
rative Part only. Thus then we ſhall 
accordingly obſerve and find, that N Heu- 
matiſms, Poxes or Venereal Maladies, as 
well as thoſe of the Eyes and Ears, all 
cuticular Maladies, as well as moſt inward 
Inflammations, or Tumours, with many 
outward Appearances, as well as Angina, 
Plenriſy, Dropſy, Stone, and Strangu- 
ry, Spaſms, Paralyſis, &c. which are all 
of them moſt commonly undertaken and 
practiſed both by one and the other ; that is 
to ſay, by Surgeons as well as Phyſicians, 


and by Phyſicians as well as Surgeons; ſo 


that it would, methinks, be greatly fatis 
factory to Mankind, as well as neceſlary, 
to determine and define to us which 7s 
which ? Nay, not only that theſe are pret- 
ty equally pretended to by both, but I know 
not whether with the Help of a very little 
Conjuration, 1 could not even bring in all 


the Maladies incident to the human Body 


to be as much, or thus equally appertain- 
ing 


( 19) 


ing fo either. But I have, methinks, at 
preſent ſaid enough on this Head, ſo as to 
puzzle the Vicar. 
However it is well; IJ ſay, if the Adhe- 
rents of the latter, of whom we are at pre- 
{cnt treating, be not ready and apt to lay, 
that the one, as we have before expreſſed, 
be not enn ag good as the other. Vet this 
perhaps may even alſo be added, that ſuch 
Phyſicians as are not thorough paced in 
Surgery (that ſo very neceſſary and mate- 
rial Branch of the Profeſſion) ſome learned 
Divines (it is ſaid) will even be ready to 
make it 2 great Query, whether any ſuch 
are eer a bit better than the other? Tho 
ſome are of Opinion (who poſlibly may 
not be the moſt in Error) that he is the 
moſt knowing, and well, or beſt accom- 
pliſhed Phyſician, who thoroughly under- 


| /iands Surgery, and upon Occalion, knows, 


how properly fo direct a Surgeon, albeit 
he undertake not the Practice thereof him- 
ſelf, or that of operating with his own 

Hands. 
Now, as to the ready Practitioners com- 
monly called Apothecaries, what ſhall we 
fay of ſuch (whilſt we are pretending to 
give our Opinion of the Profeſſion) but 
that, in a Word, amongſt the ancient Ro- 
mans, if we can well ſuppoſe any of that 
like Ser of People with them, they were in 
D 2 effect, 


cftet, properly Draggifts, and amoneſt us, 
not even very long ſince, they are ſaid to 
have been a kind of Grocers, or perhaps, 
more properly, a fort of Grocer and Druz- 
gift; they ſoon after arrived to be much 
more conſiderable Compounders of Medi- 
cines, and by the Help of the Mnitiplicity 
of Preſcriptions, which were daily ſent in 
to them by latter Modern Ph/rcians, they 
thus advanced to be great Practitioners in 
Phyſick, or indeed in Effet? a Species of 
Phyſicians who prepared rherr van Medi- 
cines; being ſo, I ſay, more eſpecially, 
and moſt particularly t ws, tho' not to 
elſewhere. Thus it was that the ſimple 
ſelling, compounding, and diſprnſing of Me. 
Ajcines, ſeemed now to be the leaſt Part of 
their Buſineſs ; that of following the Prac- 
rice of Phyſick proved to be the principal 
Branch thereof. I am however very far 
from being againſt a proper Subſiſtance 
for tuch, ſince it will, I believe, readily 
enough be granted, they arc necef/ary : But 
then, I could, methinks, heartily: wiſh, 
that ſuch Subſiſtance or Beneſit were rather 
raiſed by ſome other Method; than by that 
of their own Management, whether it were 
by cach Pariſh having their Aporhecary or 
Apothecaries, and fo to allow ſuch, their 
proper Salaries, or with other Advantages; 
or whether it were by that of each * 

WHO 


(Ir: 
who make choice of an Apothecary, to 
allow him @ yearly Salary for their Phyſick, 
uſe them or not uſe them, it would not 
poſſibly be worſe for thoſe who did ſo; 
ſince (in all Likelihood} they would not 
thus be loaded with more Phyſick than 
what was abſolutely neceſſary; or if as 
yet their Atrendance be further needful, 
why not be paid for it, whether as Attor- 
neys are, Or otherwiſe? Or thar it were 
theſe, or the junior Phyſicians, who were 
fo act that Part, either with or without 
the Dired ion and Advice of a ſagacions or 
knowing Phyſician. But leaving theſe Pro- 
jects, and as yer rather to come to the 
Point of what we have been ſpeaking of, 
as Matters ſtand at preſent; they being 
now, I fay, in a quite new, and an entire- 
iv different way, having not only the 
Knowlecge of their various Compoſitions 
end ſomple Drugs, as well as ſomething 
of Chymiſtry, but even alſo ſome ſmatter- 
ing, or that they may perhaps likewiſe have 
gone thorough 4 Cour ſe of Anatomy, nay 
can often even bleed, or perform a little 
Surgery; this with the continual Preſcrip- 
tions, Which daily come in, or appear be- 


fore them, (whether good or bad) muſt 


certainly render them very knowing; nei— 


ther can they ever well miſs of finding out 


of parallel Caſes, and ſo accordingly of 
| 2 | moſt 
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moſt judiciouſly applying them. And thus 
it is; they acquire /o High and conliderable 
a Reputation amongſt their moſt penctra- 
ting Paticnts, and others, that the Adherents 
of cach in particular, would not change 
them almoſt for any Phyſician in Town; 
if not, the Phyſician approved of, or re- 
commended by our Practitioner Himſelſ 
we are ſpeaking of. And over and above 
all this we have here been mentioning, it 
muſt ſurely ſhew a very great and ſuperior 
Knowledge and Genius in them, in their 
being ſo able to judge of, and ſo certainly 
to know and diſtinguiſh which are the 
ableſt, beſt, and moſt knowing Phyſicians, 
Since that, methinks, in particular, and no- 
thing elſe more plainly proves their great 
and Aiſtinguiſbing Knowledge and Capacity, 
with their Equality of Judgment, if not 
even their Superiority; ſince to know good 
Wort, ſo to be able to judge well and tho- 
roughly thereof, ſuch Perſon ought to be 
an equally good, or a better [Vorkman than 
he who aid it; and ſo in the like manner, 
in all Arts or Sciences, and conſequently 
in this Profeſſion. And now what Patient 
I pray is there that queſtions their Ability? 
or their ſufficient Capacity to make choice 
of the moſt proper, and knowingly to deciae 
who is the beff Phyſician, and ſo accor- 


dingly to recommend him, &c, Thus then, 
1 | if 
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if each be allowed by his Patients or Ad» 
herents to be equally good at that, where, 
I pray, is the Difference either of one or the 
other? Or, as before mentioned, if the 
one ſhould prove equally knowing with 
him, or ſuch he pretends to make a deciſive 
Judgment of, (as they in general readily and 
frankly enough do of Phyſicians) we are 
then, from what has been ſaid, to ſuppoſe 
them equally good, and conſequently that 
the one is Cen juſt as good as the other. 
But that which as yet ſeems to be the moſt 
 ſurprizing, i is to ſee ſome who make choice 
of a pharmacentic Practitioner, who in 
reality, to the Appearance of all Men of 
Senſe, is little better than a meer Driveller ; 
nay the very Patient himſelf too, perhaps 
even pretending to be a Man of good Senſe, 
| yet ſhall too allow this his Apot hecary to 
be as ſilly, ignorant, and unknowing as you 
pleaſe, or indeed alſo make 4 meer - Teſt of 
him in Converſation, obſerving his little 
Apprehenſion, Folly, or Ignorance, in all 
the other Affairs of human Life, but that 
of Pharmacy, or his Practice, great Know- 
ledge of Maladies and Phyſicians, (as if 
ſuch Knowledge ſcarce required common 
Senſe;) and thus this knowing and fudici- 
ous Patient can even truſt his Life in 
luch Hands, becauſe, cries he, I do not un- 
en THſick. And that which ſtill ap- 
pears 
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pears as ſtrange, is, that theſe ſo vety ſin- 
gular and ſeemingly, empty Prattitioners, 
have often, or generally, the very beſt, or 


the greateſt Buſineſe, perhaps becaule their 
Patients may want to divert and to make 
themſelves merry with them, or to have 

ſuch continually fo play upon or lo butt at. 
Thus then, ſuch one, I fay, 2s Cer as good 
as the belt. This puts me in mind of a 


facetions Apothecary, who having @ Son 


whoſe Head proved not to be over-well 
furniſhed, and which ſome Friends would 


occaſionally obſerve to the Father, asking 
him what he intcnded to make of his Son? 


To which the Parent very readily and wer- 
rily replied, Ay Son indeed, it is true, may 


ne ber be very fit to make a Biſhop, but he 


may do well enough to make an Aputhecary. 


The Story goes no further We have 


ſaid then, that ſome have a little more of 
the Application, and perhaps the more 


Knowledge too, of what may _ bo 


Phyſick, whether of Anatomy, Reading, 
other Learning, whillt others with leſs, or 
or none of thele; as we molt 


commonly and generally obſerve, ſuch 


who have, or know the very leaſt of all 


this, arc (till by Heir Patients and Adhe- 


rents cltecracd and valued e full as much 
as the others; and, as we have ſaid, do alſo 


accordingly Shri ve full as well. There arc 
as 
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as yet another Species, who cannot only 


bleed and make 1ſ/ues, &c. (as many if 
not moſt do) but are truly Ambo-Dexter 
likewiſe, in practiſing both Surgery and 
Pharmacy, or indeed all the three (com- 
monly termed Dragoons ;) Phy ſick being 
therein comprehended, and conſequently 


ſhould, I ſay, be &en as good as any we 


pave mentioned; yet we do not experi- 
mentally find, or obſerve, they thrive 
one bit better in the World, or that they 


are any better eſteemed and judged to be 


more knowing or more valuable by their 
proper Adherents than the former; tho' 
ſuch have, or know nothing of the /ke 
Qualifications here ſpoken of. Nay al- 
though there be thoſe likewiſe, who 
follow Pharmacy, &c. and have alſo 
qualified themſelves with the purchaſing 
ſome few Guineas worth of the *Do#o- 
ral Dignity, the Dignus eſt mirare, 
&c. yet we do not find they 7hrzve a bit 
better than the former we have been 
ſpeaking of, F ſo well. - 
For, as before hinted, there is 4 common 
beaten Path, an uſual broad high Road 
where all ride on in the ſame fag-trot, none 
ſeeking out for any newer or nearer May; 
which very much ee, Road is be- 
come ſo extremely obV70us and plain, that 
the very yqungeſt Apprentice to an Apot he- 
= cary 
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cary can extremely well, eaſily, and moſt 
readily find it out in a very ſhort Time: and 
particularly as to Fevers, the beſt half of the 
Buſineſs, nothing being more eaſy . So that 
there cannot contequently be any material 
Difference betœixt one or the other of any 

of theſe we have here been treating of. 
Thus all which ſeems further neceſſary 
to be added on this Occaſion, is, that 
upon the whole, e one, tho' (tcemingiy 


r 


to ſome) even leſs well accompliſhed than | 
the other, yet is by his Tairents and f 
Friends e en reckoned full as good as ſuch E 
who ſeem better accompliſhed 3; and that t 
even theſe, tho? they may appcar to be uch 7. 
leſs compleat in the whole, yet in the main, i 46 
gre een full as good, or thriving as the other; $ 
1ſo that none can do better than e nate N 
choice of ſuch. And thus we apprehend, WW 1» 
We have fulfilled what was at firſt propoſed, to 
fo wit, that mentioned in our Title Page, WM &©& 
and fo, I vow to G -, Sr, ſend for the 52 
firſt Apothecary that's next you. A 
* This particularly puts me in mind of a noted and great PraCtitioner, alt 
who freely advances (even in Preſence of thoſe of the Profeſſion) that h 
he is ſure not to loſe one Patient z of a Fever, if the Viſcera be ſound. tn 
What pity it is, he cannot tell, whether ſuch be ſound or unſound, uſt 
when fr/# called. But I ſhrewdly ſuſpect, that this boaſting Gentleman | 
does not really know hat a Fever is? And he would therefore con- fot 
ſequently be much puzzled to give a clear and diſtinct Definition 
thereof. I could carry this Affair a good Way farther, but at preſent 1E 
Jet this ſuffice. I ſhall only now add thereto, that this very (or 
notable vain Practitioner has alſo his Followers and Advocates, who 
xeadily aſſert him not only to + as good, but even the beſt of any. Wh 
Neither ſhould 1 at all be ſurprized, to ſee a Poem on that Subject 
Wors fully to prove it ſo to the World. the 
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F true that the Great Man has uſed the 


the Proprietor thereof, than that his Bread 
is baked; ſince, I doubt not, he. will ſoon 


find full as good Encouragement as Mrs. 


may deſerve it as well. And thus you plain- 
ly /ee, it will be much mare advantageous 


to ſcek after od M emen s Receipts, or No- 
3 ſtrums than to follow, ſeek after, or 70 
6 ftady Phy ick in the uſual methodical Way. 

And I cannot imagine, but that he who has 
4 already ſpent his Time ſo very unluckily in 
* KU the fugy or praiſe of this Profe ion in the 
45 uſual manner, but that he may nevertheleſs 
* for his Comfort reſt fully ſatisfied, that 
* he is at leaſt Maſter of jfty Medicines, 
uy (or Noftrums, as he had belt call them) 
2. which may be every bit as valuable as ei- 


Modeſty 


Medicine of W=—d, as well as that it 


has been much uſed, recommended, and 
forwarded by his Heir, his Family, and 
Friends, &c. what need we ſay further of 


Stephens ; neither do J K buf that he 


ther of theſe here mentioned ; and if his. 
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) 
Modeſty makes him doubt® hereof, let him 
yet apply to Fuller's. Pharmacopia, or 


to Bayles Receipts, which may perhaps 


pleaſe the Town as well. Thus he had 
beſt (as ſoon as may be) ſet about the mak- 
ing fuck Friends, c. Yet what pity, me- 
thinks it is, that whilſt Mrs. Stephens is fo 
very much minded, Madam M——b——z 
ſhould be ſo much neglected and forgot, 
who ſeems to deſerve it as well? unleſs it 


be a ſufficient bar to her, that her Husband 


was 4 Phyſician. So we might likewiſe 
add, Mrs. A——rſ—-n, $f——t—n, &c. nei- 


ther ought we, methinks, to omit or ne- 


glect (for the Sake gf our Children) honeſt 
AnodynegNecklace, which ſurely, if it does 
10 good, never does any harm to our in- 
nocent Babes, and fo e'en let them have it, 
ſince it coſts but a Crown. Thus all, you 
ſee, have their Adherents and Followers, 


each in their particular Way; and ſuch 


their Friends ſtill aver and vouch for them 
to be &en juſt as good, if not better than 


any, even than the very beſt of the more 


regular before mentioned. And you ac- 
cordingly ſce, that the very celebrated Mrs. 
Stephens has her P—rs Mrs, Phyſicians, 
and Surgeons, who all readily aſſert, that 
in her way, ſhe is en uſt as good, or far 
better than any. 5 
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NATURAL SAGACITY. HE 
THE 


Principal Secret, 


If not the Wrorz f in 


PHYSICK:; 


—_ wean, 


All Learning, w without this, being in e felt Nothing.” 
Which is contrary. to the Aſſertion of a Pamphlet, 


La⸗ately Publiſh'd, call'd, 1 45 i w” b : 
One Ph ian is as good as t other} &c. 
L . 7 To which are added, 


Several Memorandums or Unfnifs'd Sketches, on va- 
rious uncommon Subjects, perhaps not improper 
Hints, for Titles, to write, or Lecture upon: 

Such as that of all Maladies being curable without Medicines. 

Of the great Uncertainty of judging from what Cauſes Cures do 


proceed. 


That none can know, to cure ſo well as thoſe bred to the Pre: 
fon, who are Sagacious. 


Irveterate Colds, the particular Produce of Britazn. 
The Cauſe of Gout, the Stone, &c. 


To which is join'd, 


Toe full Examination of all relating. ts Mrs. Stephens s Cares, and 
Receipt 1 the Sane, i the oy Hand. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


INCEthe World is ſo very much abuſed and 
confounded, with the extravagant Pretences, 

of moſt of thoſe who affect to be knowing in the 
Cure of human Bodies, though in reality ſo only 
in the loweſt degree thereof: The Bulk of Man- 
kind ſcarce being able to diſtinguiſh right from 
wrong, good from bad, or the knowing from 
the unknowing : The Writings too of ſuch like 
Pretenders, as well as their ſpecious Speeches, have 
ſo greatly embaraſſed Men, even thoſe of the 
thinking or ſtudious ſort, who are more ready to 
examine into the reality of things ; yet ſuch, I 
ſay, have often alſo been deceived by a pompous 
Show of Learning, although but too often little to 
the true purpoſe. The following ſhort Diſcourſe 
may therefore, tis hoped, be of ſome uſe to ſuch 
as are in the leaſt willing to be informed, even 
thoſe who on adviſing them to examine a little in- 
to the real Knowledge of Phyſicians, and are rea- 
dy to object that they do not underſtand Phyſick, 
on reading this they will find that all Phyſicians 
are not alike (as alledged in alate Pamphlet, call'd, 
One Phyſician is as good as tother,)and may like- 
wiſe ſerve as ſome ſort of Inſtruction, how to 
chooſe a proper Perſon to preſerve them in Health, 
as well as in the ae manner to cure them when ill. 
As to the Memorandums, Hints, or Sketches, 
here-unto added, tho' not of a continued Piece 
with the fore-going Diſcourſe, yet 'tis hoped, the 
| Reader will excuſe that, or not judge it altogether 
A 2 im- 


: * 1 
14 
171 
. 92 
47 
9 
2 
4 » 
»#N 
19 
NM 
* 
1 
1 
= \ * 
* " TS 
+ wo i 
af 128 
i af | 
&Y* 7 
T4. 
\ A 
4 
44 z 1 
7 
x * 
A” © 3” 
1 + | I 
1 
08 
: £ 
44 + 
* 
13 #1 
- "as 
* HF 
1 
* , 
9 
- 
#8 
1-34 9 
3 141 
199 
1 
N 
a 
7 
N 1 : 
| | # 1% LY 
2 i 
Ry) 19 x 
L Fl [ 
$9168 
hes f 
1 
: AF; 
N 
114 27 
74 11 
0 1 
169 
14 
2 1 1 
1 of 
1 
44 4 
; Ss. 
1 
bf 
£%4 84 
i. 
> Dy ? 
1:3 
"3165 
1340 
* *: 
þ 4 45% 
Fits t I 
a4 
959418 
441 
1 
1 
3% 
103 
: y no 
| 2 
Ly 
MH . 
94 g 
= 
iy 
ah 1494.5 
* {Fi 
2480631; 
1 
N 
„r 
. 1 
. 7 
$797 
BUY 
48 "Ti 
= v3 
1 59 + 
K 
3 * £ 
$i 7) 
& 2 4 
* 
ö iu [1 
Th U 
3 4 
4 
i 1 
* 
S« 


— 
» x > » 
"we 

2 ˙²¹˙i 2 


. EI EL 


— WE 
** E .. 6 OS). - 
r > 
81 I 4 = 
— — 


, * 9 LES 


* Pre At "7 
- — — 
on * OI — 'S - 
oo r Er 2 
233 


— — 


8 4 wil — n = 
— — 3 
* — * = + <= 4 
Y EIS” ow [ 4252.8 = 3 
** 
C 


= 
—— 


COTE ROT 
= 
RE Rr 
o 2 1 


* 
_— 
22 —ů — 
„„ 
1 N 3 n 
PR ® 7 


” Ga 


- -— —_ _ _ —= — — 2 5 
* IT" 8 2.4% Fn — EE = es IR 
— : = 5 _— — 5 p —— 7 -" 2 . Rr ft, * 2 N : 
rr — ew Aeres< : — ‚— NE IE * A any ET ECB de x Dota. . . 
WY E gs ME I a _ - . * 2s 2 oy _ 1 — — - — — — | . - * wh we 2 4 n 
75 wy hs — 28 * — — = he F M4 a E * 1 — > . Y - — " - - CIS o . 
WIS —— — = - ä 9 — ür — —— — — == 
. \ * * * * TTY 7 — nh — * 1 5 Met» » 23 1 oo — — 
— << * 0 — 4 4 4. 7. © 4 * = e "25 


— tC Fo. 
r 2 7 
— — 
4 1 333 


«< Ya x 8 


mung — 


— — - we N IF « he 1, EET RENE * 
. . 
T—_—_— —v—v— — — 


* : 26D * — ** 
- 2 EY h n I _ 8 — 217 
5 K 7 —[ꝛj— — — ——— AM . — 
— — — 
4 — — 2 
r * * 


5 e fy re 
* Ca OO Fe 44s „ 
- — 


ey 


. 
4 
$ 
is 
. 
14 
i | 
. 
A 
1 
gs 5 
„ 
428 #4 
we 
: 
1 
7 


1 
_— 


"©, s 
MEE 


e AVC A 
Improper, ſhould he any way obſerve the Deſig 
to be good or uſeful, Tis plain like wiſe, that 
they are not fo fully and properly digeſted ot 
finiſh'd, as might be wiſh'd : yet whether they 
will ever be render'd more fo by the Author, bet- 
ter or more correct by him, remains altogether un- 
certain. They are nevertheleſs at a venture, thus 
thrown into the World, fo to be peraſed and ex- 
amin d by the Publich; ſhould any part be ap- 
proved, or any of them be in the leaſt found v/ſe- 


ful, or otherwiſe be the Occafion of producing a 


good 1 from ſome one other, that will be 
Jufficient Satisfaction. But if, contrary to this, 
they are altogether diſapproved, it will not in all 
likelihood give the ATE any great Uneaſineſs, 
in whatſoever way they ſhall happen to bereceived. 
Yet if the learned and knowing Peruſer, wil- 


lingly incline to overlook, and freely to excuſe 


the manyerrors, faults, or natural frailties, which 


ſuch uncommon Subjects may (in a firſt Publica- 


tzon) readily be liable to, it would no doubt be 
humane and generous, Neither ſeems it reaſonable 
to imagine, ſhould the Author be known, that 
he will think himſelf -obliged to clear up, or to 
be more full on any ſuch Subjects, without being 
properly conſulted thereon. | 

I cannot help adding, that it ſeems better that 
Phyſicians were reaſonably gratify*d beforehand, ſince 
many Maladies ſcarce require more than a word, or 
two, and little or no Phyſick ; if fo cured, tis well; 
but if the Patient requires much more Attendance, 
or Direction, the Practitioner may be further reward- 
ed, according to the Diſcretion of the Patient. 
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NATURAL SAGACITY 
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Principal Secret, 
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HEN we duly conſider Phyſick, that is, 
the true Art and Knowledge of a Phy- 
ſician, uſeful for the proper Preſervation of 
human Bodies, with the Cure of their Maladies : 


we ſhall obſerve it principally, if not the 


whole, to be little elſe than @ great Sagacity. 
This Aſſertion, may at firſt I doubt not, a little 


ſurprize and ſtartle my Reader, who may per- 


haps be ready to reply, that ſurely there muſt 
be much more neceflary than this; as that of 
the various Kinds of Learning, fo uſually taught 
a Phyſician ; ro wit, that of the Latin and 
Greek, the Univerſity Education, that of Ana- 
tomy, the Animal Oceconomy, Surgery, Botany, 
Pharmacy, Chymiſtry, Natural Philoſophy ; 
tome fay, Mathematicks alto; and in a wor 
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(2) 
the Knowledge, Symptoms, Nature and Cure of 
{all the Maladies incident to the human Body. 
Vet allow me to obſerve, that even all 't 
without the former is 7 nothing, 24 to do 


more Miſchief than Good. 
Ir is this great Sagacity which teaches Men 


| 

| 

0 

I 

( 

and Beaſts, to take care of themſelves; it is t 
5 & 

F 


% 


thus that Men were inſtructed and learn'd from 

the Sagacity of Animals, many uſeful Particu- 
Jars for the cure of human Maladies : as well as tl 
that of the Preſervation of Health, as has been 1 
ſufficiently remarked by a great variety of Au- P 

thors. It is by this extraordinary Gift, that the MW 


wiſer part of Mankind preſerve themſelves in be 
Health; by this their great Prudence obſerving, dy 
and more. duly examining what is Hurgful and th 


pref udicial, as well as in chuſing that which is or 
. uſeful and beneficial to their own Conſtitution : 
So likewiſe in a great meaſure to be able to 
judge and approve of many, at leaſt of ſome par- 
ticulars, which may be uſeful, and often con- 
tributing to their cure when ill. From hence 
poſſibly may ariſe the common Saying, That at 
Forty, a Man muſt either be Fool or Phyjician, 
The Emperor Tiberius is indeed reported to 
have ſaid at Thirty, after which, according to 
him, there was little or no Occafion for any.— 
But this Aſſertion of his, moſt probably, pro- 
ceeded from the great Diffidence and Fear he 
had, of being foiJor'd by ſuch. 
WH ar indeed is Phyſick ? to 2077, the prin- 


cipal Part of the Knowledge of a Phyſician, 
but 
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(37 
but that of his great Sagacity : thus being more 


able to judge of the real Malady „with the 


Cauſe, Nature, and Danger 1 What 
then muſt be The Cure, but that of the moſt pru- 
dently, ſagaciouſly, and juſtly judging, how 

moſt properly to expel, and carry off the 
Cauſes of ſuch Diſorder. Tis true, we are 


the better accompliſh'd, more duly qualify d, 


and fitted for this purpoſe, by having had ſome 
Practice, and not to be without Knowledge of 
the proper Evacuators of the Body. However, 


even this, will appear to be a very inferiour 


Part, when conſider'd with this we are ſpeaking 
of. Since ſcarce any very ſagacious Perion will 
be to ſeek for a cure, when he knows the Mala- 
dy, more particularly if he knows the cauſe 
thereof. So it is, that a truly ſagacious Perſon 
or Workman, will rarely or ever be at a loſs 


for Tools; whereas a bad one (without ſuch 


Sagacity) will ſcarce ever perform tolerably, even 
with the very beſt; which confirms the com- 
mon Proverb, that a bad Workman is ſtill com- 
plaining of his Tools. And a bad Reaper never 
got a good Reap- Hook. 

Tas principal Affair then, as to the true and 
molt effectual Uſe of Medici nes, for the cure of 
human Maladies, depends not ſo much on 
the Excellency, and ſingular Choice of ſome 
particular Medicine, as on Method and the 
Manner of Doſi ing, both with regard to quantity 
and vime, perſeverance alſo, with proper 
Allowances for different Conſtitutions, Seg- 
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(4) 

for, Weather, Aliment, &c. this judiciouſly 
managed by a ſagacious Practitioner, will do 
more, even though he has but a tolerable Medi- 
cine to practiſe with, than is to be done with 
a much preferable and a far better choſe one, 
when not fo zudiciouſly managed. So that, as 
has been obſerved, the principal Affair, is this 
great Prudence and Sagacity, which can only 
direct us properly in theſe Particulars: Or whe- 
ther indeed due Exerciſe and a proper choice 
of Aliment in due time, might not anſwer the 
whole, is what ſeems not at preſent altogether 
neceſſary to be diſcuſs d. 

Fo theſe and ſuch like Remarks, we may 
in reality conſider a true Phyſician, to be only, as 
amore experienced Perſon in various Conſtitutions, 
who by his great Sagacity and Prudence, con- 

ducts and adviſes, thoſe not always fo ſufficiently 
conſiderate ; or at leaſt, who are leſs experienced 
in ſome ſuch like Particulars. And ſo it is that 
the ſuperiority of Knowledge, will in proportion 
to this appear (with all thinking Men) which 
every ſagacious Practitioner muſt neceſſarily have 
above his Neighbour-Practitioner who is leſs ſo. 
Tu true Knowledge of the Malady, ſeems 
(as before obſerved) to be the whole, at leaſt, 
the principal part of the valuable Knowledge 
of a Phyfician; and when rightly known, the 


— 


Cure (when curable) does in general prove J 
plain, and rarely very intricate. The more rt 
timple the Medicines likewiſe are, or the 0 
Means, the more real and certain the Cure i 


will 


(S) 


will generally, I am well convinced, be found 
to prove. | | 


HoweveR, it is moſt certain alſo, that there 
is an infinite variation, and a-continual difference 
betwixt every Conſtitution, when compared one 
with the other, there not being any two Per- 
ſons exactly alike in all their Parts: probably 
I might too with as much Reaſon add, in any 
Part. From hence then it will follow, that 
ſuch an unaccountable variety of different Con- 
ſtitutions muſt be produced, and here it is that 
very extraordinary Sagacity, becomes ſo ex- 
tremely neceſſary, in making the due and 
per Allowances, proportionable to ſuch diffe- 
rence, as well as on other occaſions, exc. And 
from hence likewiſe will follow, that ſo very 
ſtrange, unaccountable and moſt extraordinary 
variety of Effects, which particular ſorts of Ali- 
ment will neceſſarily have (as well as Medicines) 
upon ſuch like different Conſtitutions. And 


from hence alſo will — ariſe the many 


difficulties which muſt daily appear, as often- 


times thus greatly to puzzle the moſt ſagacious 
| Prattitioner:; And here no doubt it is, that this 
great Talent is to very particularly requiſite, be- 


ing indeed the Touchſtone, the great Tryal of 
bis Skill and Superi 1Orty, 

BuT now I 6nd methinks ſome one of my 
Readers, a great Favourer of Noſtrums, who is 
ready to advance, that ſuch a Medicine he re- 
commends fits all Maladies (at leaſt ſome fort) 
in all Conſtitutions wWhatſoever. Nov this J 

abſolutely 
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(6) 
abſolutely deny, ſuch not being any more 
than as a Saleſman's-Coat or a common Sale- 
Shoe fits every Body, or Foot. However, we 
will nevertheleſs allow, that a Medicine may 
be a very excellent one, in many Maladies, per- 
haps alſo. in the generality of ſome ſuch like 
Caſes, when in Conſtitutions not greatly vary. 
ing: But then I muſt at the ſame time likewiſe 
obſerve, to this unexperienced prepoſſeſs d incon- 
ſiderate Reader, that even the moſt approved, 
and moſt certain Specrfics uſed, or that are 
| known, whether it be that of Mercury for the 
Pa, the Bark for intermittent Fevers, or that 
of the pecacoana and Rhubarb for Fluxes, yet 
theſe do frequently fail us; even ſometimes, 
where ſuch have been ſucceſsful before, in the 
fame individual Conſtitution ; if I may be al- 
lowed to term it ſo, when on the ſame Perſon, 
though at a different time, 
AND now here it is again that this great Su- 
gacity, Judgment and Experience is atreſh cal- 
led upon, to alter, or order, what other Medi- 
cine the ſagacious Practitioner ſhall judge moſt 
proper; in which it is indeed, that the great 
Knowledge of the Phyſician does ſo plainly 
appear. Tis true, I might here further add, 
much in behalf of many very excellent 
Medicines, for many, or for ſome one par- 
ticular Malady ; but then it may alſo be obſer- 
ved, and we will like wiſe readily enough agree, 
that all Men muſt go to Stool, and that they ali 


require their due Eyacuations in whatſoever man- 
ner 


33% a EP. JR. 


. 
ner it be, ſich being ſtopp'd, the Medicine 
which relaxes or purges them, and carries off any 
ſuch Obſtructions, will conſequently carry off the 
Diſorder, Complaint, Malady, or Ailment a- 
riſing from thence. Yet this does not any way 
prove, that ſuch therefore or any one Medicine 
whatever will cure all Diſtempers; or even 
that the ſame Species of a Malady is ſo cured 
in different Conſtitutions; there not being any 


ſuch thing in Nature, as is ſufficiently prov- 


ed from what has been ſaid F. For which rea- 
ſon, on all ſuch like occaſions of uncertainty 
when there is any Peril, Hazard, or Dan- 
ger, the ſagacious, cautious, and experienced 
Phyſician, is in courſe called in (by ſueh who 
have common Prudence) thus judiciouſly to 
weigh, and carefully to conſider the moſt proper 
Means and Medicine to be uſed, with its due 
Doſings for that kind of Malady, in ſuch par- 
ticular Conſtitution, whether or not it ſhould 
happen alſo, to be more or leſs blended · with 
ſome other Malady. To which might likewiſe 
be added, many other Conſiderations as to Sex, 
Age, Seafen, Weather, Method of Living, 
8 
Tu vs then, as has been obſerved, it is this 
Sagacity, which ſeems in reality the principal 


Gitt, and the moſt neceſſary Endowment tor 


any one who pretends to the cure of human 
Bodies; without which it may, I think, freely 
| be 


VN. B. That which purges ſome, fenders ſome other par- 
ticular Perſons coſtive, ſuch as Claret, Milk, &c. 
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be. ſaid, he is no Phyſician, nor to deſerve that 


Name; and that all the reſt of his Labour and 


Study, with his utmoſt acquired Knowledge, is 
in effect nothing; rather in reality ſerving only 
to confound, perplex, and to render ſuch (with- 
out this great Quality) vainiy preſiemptuous, and 
mighty confident of their extraordinary Knows 
ledge. and Capacity; in ſhort, thus only to do 
more Miſchief than Good. | 
TH E deficiency then, of this unparallell'd 


Quality, muſt no doubt, be the greateſt want; 
and I may venture to aver, that the true Know- - 


ledge and Succeſs of the Phyſician (as has been 
hinted) will prove to be in proportion to this. 
Neither can any Education, or Acquirement, 


ever become a valuable ſupply for ſuch inſuf- 
fictency. Since all, or the very beſt any ſuch 


Practitioner will ever be able to do, can only 
be, as it were, by a kind of Accident, according 
to the Proverb, as the Blindman throws his 
Staff, So that without this Bleſſing, an infinity 
of the worſ# Misfortunes and Accidents, muſt 
neceſſarily enſue. . 

Ir ſeems to have been by his great Gift, 
that the Divine Hippocrates ſo very much diſtin- 
guiſh'd himſelf; albeit, his Aphorr/ms, for which 
we particularly and principally acknowledge 
ourſelves ſo much beholden to him, they are 
generally allowed, rather to have been the Ob- 


ſervations or Works of ſagacious Perſons before 


him; that is, the common Obſervations of 


the moſt conſiderate Men, of good Senſe or 
Sagacity; 


\ 


(9) 


Gag gacity; even thoſe who were not of this Proc 


fon, but according to the Cuſtom of theft 
Ages (as in Egypt in 3 ſuch their Ob- 
ſervations from fick Perſons were writ on Pil. 


lars, in the Highways, or pablick Places, for 


the general .Benefit ; which being in proceſs of 
time collected together, whether by Hippocras 
tes, or any elſe; they were hung up in the 


7. emple of E ſexlapius in the Je of Cos; and tis 


likely that they were ſo alſo, Originally hung up 
in the Temples in Egypt, there in a great mea- 
ſure under the care of the Pr:efts, although 
they had Phyſicians like wiſe amongſt them many 
Ages before the time of Hippocrates. 
IT might probably appear to the Profeſſion, 

an unpardonable Crime for one at this time 
of day, to pretend to criticiſe on any of the 


Works of this great and much celebrated 


Author, after ſo many Ages, and fo general an 
Approbation of all Mankind; more eſpecially 
on this we are here mentioning, that parti- 
cular highly approved of Work, his Aphori/ms. 


Nevertheleſs, I muſt; and tus even be bold 


to broach and publiſh my own private Opinion 
thereon, which is, that theſe very /ententious 
Remarks, poſſibly rather put into ſome ſort of 
greater order by him, than to be confidered as 
altogether his own, many of which are no doubt 
admirably good, and undoubtedly true; but then 
it ſeems to me alſo as certain, that many of 
them are very obſcure, as others appear un- 
certain, and no way Zo be depended on, From 

C whatſoever 
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; whatſoever Cauſe this may proceed; I ſhall not 
pretend to determine, only here obſerve, without 


at preſent entring into further Particulars on that 


Head, putting the beſt Conſtruction on the 
whole; many of them probably were much 


more certain and uſeful on the Perſons, and in 
the Countries where he practiſed, than they may 
be with us, or in other places; which De- 
fects muſt no doubt, as has been ſaid, be more 


particularly regulated according to the Capacity 


and great Sagacity of the Practitioner. Nay, I 
know not whether in a great meaſure the moſt 
uſeful of the former, will not naturally prove 
apparent, to a ſuch like knowing and practiſed 
Phyſician. . VV 
As to the Books of Hippocrates, call'd his 
Epidemics, fo very much copy d, and pretended 
or endeavoured to be followed by ſome, as a 


ſufficient Model to practiſe by, I will venture 
few Caſes 


to ſay, that there are extreamly 
there (if any) wherewith we can ſtate a parallel 
Caſe with any of our own ; or ſeemingly in- 
deed, to come any way near thereto; and yet 
our noted Dr. Friend, commonly ſo very much 
cried up, though with what juſt Ground, or 
what greater Share of the Sagacity we have been 
ſpeaking of, is another Queſtion, if not rather 
an * extraordinary ſuper-abounding Vanity: 
| 3 1M 
His great Vanity alſo in having a Medal ſtruck (a- 
broad) to his own Commendation, too plainly verifies this. 


N. B. He was much deficient in the principal Branch of 
the Profeſſion, we mention to be ſo neceſſary, fo wt, 


that of Surgery. 
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He, I fay then, has been at vaſt pains in 


tranſlating, explaining, and commenting oh 
theſe, probably with a greater View of magni- 
fying himſelf, and being of Uſe in ſhewing his 


_ own great Knowledge of the dead Languages; 


to wit, the Greek and Latin, &c. than from 
any other truly uſeful and ſolid Reaſons *, For 
of what great Uſe theſe his Works (which 


he has put his Name to as wholly his) have been 


to the Publick, I muſt here leave to the Judg- 


ment of the unbyaſs 'd Reader. 


Ap now I doubt not, but it may be ad- 
vanced that Experience and Obſervation, muſt 
ſurely be of great Uſe to render a Phyſician 
truly knowing, without which he cannot be 
ſufficiently fo. This I will readily enough 
allow, more eſpecially when ſuch Experience is 
properly digeſted by a found Judgment, and 
that the Obſervations are juſtly made; He on 
the Spot, or in the Country where we live, being 
without queſtion the et v/eful. But then it 
is likewiſe as certain, that there appears not 
many, perhaps extreamly few Practitioners, who 


ſeem fit for ſuch purpoſe, and poſſibly not fuf- 
ficiently capable thereof; whether the Cauſe 
may proceed from the not having that due De- 


gree of Sagacity neceſſary thereto ; or from a 
want of Time, as perhaps that of falling too 
loon into great Practice, and ſo frot on in the 

E. 2 TE Wa lame 


* As to the Uſe of the dead Languages i in this Profeſ. 


ſion, it is ſpoken of in a Pamphlet on the Origin and 72 


Degrees of Doctor. 
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lame uſual, Or common Road, without the leaſt 
thought of Improvement, being entirely bent, and 
ſolely cxmploy'd, in the picking. up of Money: 


or be it, that it happen from ſome other 


defects, as that of the want of a ſufficiency of 


the moſt proper and uſeful Application, yet this 


is not any way neceſſary here to be determin'd, 


And now it may not be improper to. take no- 
tice, that the Cauſes, Symptoms, and Cures of 
Maladies, do extreamly often proceed from very 
different, perhaps quite contrary cauſes to thoſe 
we aſſign them, and this from the not ſo duly 
and fagaciouſly conſidering, the infinite Variety 
of Accidents, which are not attended to, not 


any more than Age, Sex, Conſtitution, natu- 


ral Strengtb, length of Time, Seaſon, Wea- 
ther, Aliment, Change of Medicines, though not 


much differing in their Nature, &c. From the 


want of a thorough Conſideration of theſe and 


ſuch like, it is, that our fo very frequent M.. 


takes do ariſe, as to the Cure of Maladies, which 
we are ſo apt to aſcribe to our own Skill, or 
Management. | eek, 
Ix is from this great quality, that one Prac- 
titioner ſhall gain more real Knowledge, by his 
proper Obſervations, even on a very few Patients 
only, and that in a ſhort time, or in a few Tears, 
than another leſs Sagacious ſhall, by the greateſt 
number of Years, as well as with infinite va- 
riety of Patients during all that time, that i, 
for the ſpace of his whole Life: and _ 


2 85 . * 3 0 Fr Py 07 „ 


mination of the truly 
be found to know in effect, and in reality No- 


"(1 3 
that this ſame buſy Practitioner (upon a due exa- 
Sagacious Phyſician) ſhall 


thing at all of the matter. 
Ss it is that this ſame unparallel'd Sagacious 


Quality, which teaches the like happy Phyſician, 


warily and moſt carefully to ſtudy all the different, 


and even the moſt intricate Intentions (as far as 


ſible) of kind Dame Nature, {till moſt careful- 
jan. — all her various Attempts, to throw 
— her mortal Enemy, to wit, the Humour, or 
Malady oppreſſing, and tending to deſtroy her: 


And thus this wiſe and prudent Practitioner, who, 


as her principal Aſſiſtant, or Servant, is to 
make it his whole and ſole Aim, to ſtudy, 
and altogether endeavour to aſſiſt her in all her 
Intentions (and that too in the ſafeſt manner) 


to be at the ſame time extreamly wary, in the 


croſſing her deſigns, or in any way prevent- 


ing them, by anticipating or being beforehand 


with her, &er we can well gueſs at her In- 
tentions, or that we can in the leaſt imagine, 
which way ſhe inclines, as is but too frequent 
with the generality of the very buſy inconſiderate 
Practitioners. 

THus there can hardly be ſaid to be any 
Obſervation worth our notice, from any who 
are not endowed with this great quality of Sa- 
gacity, it being indeed, in the mot intricate and 
the moſt difficult Caſes, that this extraordinary 
Endowment fo very well and plainly appears, 
by properly finding out, and juſtly diginguiſh- 


ing 
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ing all matters relating to fuch particular Caſes, 


Neither doth this Perfection ſeem to be much 
lefs neceflary even in Surgery, more eſpecial. 


ly if Surgeons are allowed the medical part, 
both external and internal, and that they are 
not in that to be under the Direction of the 
Phyſician. Probably alſo, that they ought in a 


great meaſure to be ſo in regard to the Ope- 


rations, particularly in thoſe which are the more 
difficult, and where no doubt, a well- Knowing 
Phyſician ought always to be ready to give his 
Advice, Opinion, and Direction, on the moſt 
intricate Occaſions. © 

Bor, before we conclude this Diſcourſe, it 
may not, probably, be altogether i improper, that 
I fay a word or two, on the Subject of Apo- 
thecaries, and in what light they are moſt 
properly to be conſider d. They are, then, in 
reality, to be no otherwiſe conſidered (amongſt 
the Moderns) than as the immediate Cooꝶs of 
the Phyficians ; that is to ſay, only to make up, 
and 70 ſell their Medicines, without going fur- 


_ to meddle in Phyſick, which they do not 


where elſe beſides here, in Great Britain 
55 Ireland: The Practice they thus follow, 
even with the lower Rank, being indeed the 
proper Province of the younger Phyſicians, and 
thoſe in leſſer Practice, if they incline to that ſort 
of Buſineſs. Notwithſtanding which, if they 
nevertheleſs are allowed ſo to do (from vari- 
ous Reaſons) they ought no doubt, firſt to 
have the Opinion of a knowing Phyſician, _ 

| 5 


PFF 


1 


of the nature of the caſe, and how mob ſafely". 


to proceed, in the mean time, whether ſuch 


their preſent method of going on, be altoge- 


ther owing to the Inabolence, or the great Fees 


of our Phyficrans, is not ſo much to our pe- 


ſent Purpoſe. Amongſt the Ancients, there were 
no ſuch People, (nor indeed till of late, that 
is, within 4 Century or 10) the Practitioners 
did that part themſelves. I need only then 


add, that if we ſuppoſe, and agree theſe to have 


the ſame Education, and neceſſary Accompliſh- 


ments, 4s à duly bred Phyſician, he may in ſuch 
like caſe, in a great meaſure, be conſidered as 
ſuch (even though he makes up, and common- 


ly fo vends his Medicines) albeit he ſhould me- 


thinks act alſo, in the Sphere Phyſicians now 


are in, if he pretends thereto, as well as that 


in ſo doing he thus has more ſpare time to 
make his proper Obſervations. But now, let us 
on the other hand conſider, how very few indeed 
there be, who know. almoſt any thing at all 
of the uſeful Branches of Education neceſſary 
to make a good Practitioner, ſuch as that of a 
right Knowled ze of Anatomy, the Animal Oeco- 
nomy, the nature of Maladies in general, with 
their Symptoms, the Cauſes, and Cure. And in 
particular, as has been hinted, 2 #horough Know- 
ledge of Surgery ; all which, if he is a ſufficient 
Maſter of, he ought, then indeed, ſolely to att 
as a Phyjician, which will be /« eien: for Him 
4% do, and in this manner, he may be ranked 


as uch. But if he be endow'd alſo, with a 
ſuperiority 
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ſwperiority of Sagacity, as before ſpecify” d; hs 


may then verily be conſidered, and allow'd to 


be a truely well accompliſb d, and an excellent Phy. 


fictan, even of the firſt or beſt Order, as no doubt 


in ſuch caſe he really in ect is, without fur- 
ther regard to common Names; yet how often 
we ſhall be able to find ſuch an extraotdinary 
accompliſh'd Perſon, at the fame time acting, 
and pafting under the Name of an Apothecary, 
I mult leave to be decided by others, inſtead of 
which (but too commonly) without the leaſt 
juſt pretence to any of theſe Qualifications, . they 
| boldly, and forwardly, run on, hand over head, 
without in a manner knowing in many, or moſt 
cafes, any thing at all of the matter. Since we 
are not, according to the vulgar Notions, to ima- 
gine and judge, that he gains his great Know- 
ledge by making up of Medicines, and gene- 
ral Notions of their Uſes, by his frequent ſel- 
ling a Pennyworth of Mitbridate, or Diaſcor- 
dium, &c. that he fo attains much Knowledge, 


nor even by the frequent Preſcriptions of 


Phyſicians, which oftentimes, if not generally, 
are very trifling, perhaps in ſome meaſure 
for form, or otherwiſe, but little to the pur- 
poſe; and when they do receive a valuable 
Preſeription, they then poſſibly, ſcarce well 
know how . juſtly to diſtinguiſh he right from 
the wrong, and probably but ſeldom know the 

cial Reaſons, or the Principles on which the 
Phyſician has preſcribed. So that all they ſeem 
to learn (particularly ſuch not bleſs'd with ex- 


2 traordinary = 


* 


_ ( 17. 

traordinary Sagacity) is in reality little elſe 
than the ſorry practice of a triſling, if not e- 
ven of the wworft Phyſician. Thus only acquir- 
ing for his principal Knowledge, the common 
trot, of trifling practice, which may indeed 
nevertheleſs prove more veneficial to him 
than that which is the beſt, and Cures 700 

00h. 

4 Bu r, it may yet ba alledged, that an Abo 
thecary can be of uſe, allowing him to practiſe 
occaſionally, as on ſudden calls, a Phyſician not 
being ſo ready at hand, the Patient perhaps re- 
quiring an Opiat, in the violence of pain, a 
Stool, by injection, or to be adviſed to ſuſpend, 
or to forbear a Medicine, which ſeems to have 
an over violent effect, until the Phyſician be 
conſulted ; but this is {till to be only a/i/tant to 
him, and under his Direction. 

THE Concluſion then of our Diſcourſe, 
amounts to this, that every Perſon who has 
the leaſt Pretence to a tolerable degree of 
common Senſe, may ſurely in ſome meaſure 
be a judge of the great natural & agacity, of 
the Practitioner, whom he confides in, and 
into whoſe hands he puts his Life : this (as 
has ſufficiently been o6/erved) being the prin- 
cipal perfection a Phyſician can be bleſs'd with, 
and can only be in proportion to this, That he 
will be found 4nowzng, and truly uſe eful, with- 
out which great Endowment, ſuch a happy 
conſiderate penetration, he can in reality be 

8 D .. ele 
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(18) | 
little elſe, than an ignorant buſy Pretender, 
and in truth, rather more miſchievous, than 
truly uſeful. | 


Ir is this moſt excellent quality then, which ! 
may truly be faid to be the frue Arcanum, : 
to wit, the Grand, and moſt valuable Noftrum 

in Phyfick, without which, all beſides, is in 7 

reality, vain and trifling, or otherwiſe, as has 
been remark d, is juſt nothing. 
X = FY l F 
/ 
I. 


The 


The following are ſome looſe Memorandums, 
or unfiniſh d Sketches, chiefly relating to the 
Practice of Phyjick, "wbich the Author o- 
caſionally writ down, poſſibly, partly intend- 
ed, as Titles, fit to write, or lecture on. 
Now, <obether he may ever finiſh them more, 
or put them to any further uſe, is alth- 

_ gether uncertain, However that may be, 
they are here laid before the Publick, to 
make what uſe of them is judged moſt pro- 
fer. If any ſuch Hints happen in the leaſt 
to improve the Idea of any one, or that they 
prove to be any otherwiſe uſe pful, that will 


be ſufficient. 


I. F the great Advantage n Know- 

ledge may be of, in relation to 

Health (in particular) to all Mankind, of 
what degree, or denomination ſoever. 

II. On the Virtues of the pure Element 
of Water, with hints on Minerals therein 
contain'd. 

III. That Bleeding is not a real Core for 
any Malady whatſoever, though, for the pre- 
ſent, it may give the moſt immediate Relief. 

D2 LV. TH AT 
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IV. THar there is rarely (if ever) any 
neceſſity for Bleeding, where there is no riſk 


of the Patient's dying in the ſpace of 24 


Hours, he being able to undergo other proper 
Evacuations. 

V. Or the Virtues of Simple Medicines, 
ſuch as Mercury, Opium, the Bark, Sc. and 
of the cure of intermittent Fevers, and pe- 
riodical pains by the latter. 

VI. That moſt Maladies, and probably all 
(Fever and Small Pox without peradventure) 
are curable by Aliment or Diet alone; that is, 
without neceſſity of medicinal Preparations, al- 
though on ſome very extraordinary Occaſions 
a ſudden Revulſion, or Evacuation, as Bleeding, 


Bliſtring, or a Clyſter, may then be judged 


proper: For moſt, if not the whole, that 
is done by the ableſt of the Profeſſion, is 
but to help off the Malady a little ſooner, 
ſince they are but the Servants of ſe Na- 
ture, ſhe being the principal Agent; ſo that 
by the uſe of Medicine, the Maladies may 
indeed be removed ſooner, though whether 
always he jajec/t ſo, is the Queſtion ? Thus 
Bleeding, Bathing, Bliſtring, Clyſtering, c. 


as to the more ſudden and violent Maladies, 


ſuch as Pleurijy, Angina, Cholick, &c. theſe 
or the like means may be 2%, for the more 
immediate relief; fo we poſſibly oftner hurt 
than do good with Medicines, when we arc 


not well aſſured of their good effedts ; — 
| | 


CAE 
if they aſſiſt not Nature, they readily inter- 
rupt and contradict, or prevent her from 
throwing out, and expelling the Humour or 
Malady. If then the principal affair of the 1 
and wary Phyjician, be ſtrictly to ſtudy and 
follow Nature, ſuch frequent and reiterated 
Bleedings, will not I think be truly found 
to be ſo. It may alſo further be remark'd 
here, that Underſtanding Phyſicians, ſeem to 
me (in a great meaſure) as neceſſary to the 
ailing part of Mankind (without the uſe of 
Medicines) for the Direction of their Aliment, 
Exerciſe, &c. as if Medicines were uſed and 
preſcribed by them. 

VII. As Weakneſs of Body (for the moſt 
part) does in ſome meaſure affect the Mind, 


ſo it moſt commonly allo renders ſuch who 


are ſo, the moſt diſeaſed and ailing, and con- 
ſequently they will thus prove the moſt be- 


neficial to the Profeſſion of Phyſick; ſuch 
therefore will be the elderly, as well as the 


young, (in particular) whether Men, Wo- 
men, or Children, who are ſo very frequent- 
ly ailing, The wiſer part of Mankind, if 


not often the ſtrongeſt and moſt robuſt in 


Body, or Limbs, do at leaſt regularly and pru- 
dently take a due care of their Conſtitutions, 
by making proper Obſervations thereon, and 
do thus become but little profitable to the 
Phyfician (not greatly fo, further than by 
tacir Converſation, perhaps alſo good Offices, 

or 
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or Generoſity in another way as a Friend. 
From hence conſequently it will appear, that 
ſuch Practitioners in Phyſick as affect, and 
delight in the Company of hoe, or who 
incline and ſpend much of their time with 
ſuch, whether the View be of attaining Know- 
ledge, or for Pleaſure, theſe Practitioners 
muſt of courſe have but few Cuſtomers : and 
if ſuch are not rich, they cannot be Lucra- 
five, Whereas Practitioners, of the more in- 
ferior Capacity, or thoſe the moſt inclin- 
able to cultivate the Acquaintance and Com- 
pany of the before- mentioned, the weaker 
part of Mankind, greatly the moſt nume- 


rous, and whoſe frequent Fees, (perhaps alſo) 


or ſuch like Liberalities do come the ofteneſt, 
thoſe Practitioners muſt of courſe have much 
more Buſineſs, and likewiſe ſo much more 


Profit, that is, by the Company of ſuch like 


Patients, as well as by Midwives, Nurſes, and 
Apothecaries: - 

VIII. Or the Simplicity of the Practice of 
Phyſick, that probably being the ſafeſt, ſureſt, 
and the moſt eflectual Method of Cure. 

IX. Or the Folly of writing Syſtems of 
Practice, on particular Maladies. 
X. TyaT we muſt die, none of the 
Profeſſion of Phyſick can kill us twice; 10 
that it ſeems not Material, whether we die 
under the Hands of a learned Phyſician, a 


9707801, Or an Apothecary, a Noftrum-mon- 
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ger, or the good old Woman with the blue 


Sleeve, ſince the living a few Years longer 
or ſhorter, is not ſo much the queſtion. 


XI. Tram the Affairs of the World, are 


thrown into Faſhions, and go on according 
_ to Cuſtom in each particular way in Phyſick, 
as in other things, caballing and combination of 
Intereſt is now all the Faſhion ; the Grand 
Affair to gain Succeſs and Reputation, whe- 
ther by Writing, or in attaining Riches, al- 


ways the Grand-mode in all Luxurious and 


corrupt Tames. 
XII. Txuꝝ Knowledge depending on great 
_ Sagacity, and good Senſe (as times go) much 


out of the queſiron in Phyſick, more genteel 


Accomph/hments being all in vogue. 

XIII. Men of Sagacity and Judgment, are 

capable of well knowing, or tolerably under- 

ſtanding many things, or are indeed in a great 
meaſure proportionably knowing and under- 
ſtanding in ſuch Matters, whereas Men of 
mean Capacity do not in reality rightly under- 
ſtand any thing. 

XIV. THAT none can know fo much as 
thoſe of the Profeſion, who are endowed 
with a ſufficient Sagacity, together with a 
proper Education and Experience in this Art: 


ſo that no Patient is to be given up to any 


Pretender, but to thoſe. of the Profeſſion: 
neither is it an Argument, that many may have 
fail'd or may not have 4:# the Caſe, ſince 
ſome one or other of the Profeſſion, may ſtill 
know 
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(24) 
know more of ſuch particular Malady, than 
all who bave tried before him. 
XV. Or the great uncertainty of Cures 
rformed, commonly judged to be owing to 
the Skill of the Practitioner, particularly in 
relation to acute Maladies, ſuch as Fevers, 


Small-Pox, Cc. and by which Diſtempers, 


there is the greateſt gain. 

XVI. A due Examination, whether there 
be not "much more got by great Pretence, 
a blundring, ignorant, and bad Practice, 
than by a modeſt, honeſt, knowing, and Skill 

ful one, 

XVII. Or our miſtaken Notions, with re- 
gard to Cures perform'd, often aſcribed to 
our own Knowledge, or to that of the 
Practitioner, by Method, or Uſe of ſome 


Medicine given, or ſome ſuch like Cauſes 


aſſigned by us, when in reality occaſion'd 
from thoſe of a quite different Nature, And 
which Judgment will ſtill be more or lefs 
Juſt or erroneous, in proportion to the Sagacity 
of the Practitioner. 

XVIII. Tr ar there is much more got by 
the triſling, inſignificant and fiddle-faddle 
part of the Practice of Phyſick, than by 


the moſt zvſefu! and moſt valuable, or the 


profoundeſt and moſt feels full Knowledge of 
the Profeſſion. 


XIX. THarT all Pain (from Maladies) 


afflicting the human Fabrick, ſeems to ariſe 
from 
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from out own Jollies, or the defect of a ſuf- 
ficiency of Circumſpection and Knowledge 
(particularly when curable) and not proceeding 
from ſome ſudden, or unforeſeen Accidents. 

XX. TyarT luxurious Living brings on 
not only our Maladies, but even our Vices alſo. 
So on the other hand, the true and beſt 
Method of preventing Maladies, as well as 
the Cure of ſuch by Aliment this ſame 
way, ſeems likewiſe to be the high Road to 


Virtue. 


XXI. Or Mania or of Madneſs in ge- 
neral, the different Species or Degrees there- 
of, the Cauſes, with the propereſt Methods, 


and means of Cure. 


XXII. TyarT Chronical Maladies (in ge- 
neral) are the Fruits, or Effects of item 
ferance, and conſequently (when curable) may 


be prevented, as well as cured, by Tempe- 
rance alone, though to be aſſiſted, or carried 


off ſtill ſooner, by the proper Uſe of Medi- 
cines; and though acute Maladies, may for 
the moſt part likewiſe, be really owing to 


Intemperance, yet they may no doubt fre- 


quently alſo, ariſe from known or unfore/een - 


Accidents. 

XXIII. Tye Study of the real Good and 
Benefit of Mankind, appears in general to 
be the leaſt Advantageous to him who en- 
deavours it, and is moſt commonly Diſad- 
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TT 
vantageous, by bringing on ſuch a Multitude 
of Enemies, particularly thoſe of the Pro- 
feſſion of Phyſick, when in that way; eſpe- 
cially ſuch probably, as are the moſt fooliſh, 
inclined, or the greatly intereſted for their 


own Particulars, imagining or finding their 


private Account in their own way. 
XXIV. Or the Cure and Treatment of all 


curable Maladies, without the Uſe of Me- 


dieines. 5 
XXV. Or the Nature of Co/ds (in general) 
that the inveterate Kind are more particularly 


the Product of our own Country, than elſe- 


where ;and why ? That they are moſt frequent 
ly the Occaſion of ſome lurking Humours in 
the Blood appearing, and their then ſhewing, 
or forming themſelves into Ailments and Diſ- 
tempers of different Shapes. So an over-fullnefs, 
or Humours in the Blood, occaſions the more 
ready catching and quicker Appearances of 


. Colds, probably not altogether improperly to 


be conſidered as a Species of Rheumatiſin, for 
the moſt part occaſioned as it appears to me by 
our own Irregularities or Miſmanagements ; 
yet may be cured in a very few Days, either 
with or without Phyſick, where the Patient 
can be adviſed, and the Malady not paſt reme- 
dy, or not of the worſt Habit of Body. 


V. 


XXVI. Or the Cauſes of Maladies in ge- 
neral, and of their Cure by Nature; that is 
to ſay, without the Uſe or Help of Medical- 


Drugs. As well as of the Cure of re 
y 


3 


65 
by the Aſſiſtance of theſe, and with the help 
of Art. 
XXVII. Tnar Jſues, with all their in- 


tentions, as common Drains, may be anſwyer- 
ed by other common Means, in ſuch as are 


governable. 

XXVIII. Tn Ar the fo very 8 Uſe 
of Bliſters in Fevers, particularly ſo much 
uſed when accompanied with Delirium, may 
in all likelihood be as well effected by other 
Means. 

XXIX. Or the belt Means of preventing 
the being hurt by infe&ious Maladies, whe- 
ther Yenereal or Others. 

XXX. THAT the Cure of Maladies in 


general (when curable) ſeems plain and eaſy; 


if we do but rightly comprehend the Diſ- 
temper. 

XXXI. Few Obſervati ons valuable, from 
the defect of due Sagacity. 

XXXII. PARTICULAR Remarks on the 


Nature of Gonorheas, never hitherto taken 


notice of, as that of their difference, as /onger 


Cure, the Patient more liable to infection, &c. 


according to Age and Conſtitution. 

XXXIII. IK rEREST of Friends cahalling, 
intriguing, and recommendation, whether by 
He or She, a firſt M or ſome Noted 
Warm Patrons, is the way to make an eminent 
Phyſician, poſſibly alſo a Lawyer or Divine. 
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XxxIV. Tu HAT tis Paſſion, Humour, and 


11 tereſt (rather than real Knowledge or Rea- 
8 Which governs the Affairs of this World, 
full as — in * as in any other 
particular. 89 4 

XXXV. Tnar an honeſt * knowing 
Phbyſician can get but little by his Practice, 
in ſoon curing or at once putting his Patient 
in a right way, unleſs he happens to meet 
with 2 greatly confiderate and generous Fa- 
rien. 

XXXVI. A Few Wards are rather to be 
Well recompenced than Preſcriptions, as be- 
ing doubly uſeful, not only in directing, but 
. alſo in the reſolving of Difficulties or Queſ- 
tions, though Apothecaries are readily of ws 


nion, that Preſcriptions are moſt uſeful, 


they (as hinted el a, may be provide 


for another way. 

XXXVII. Trar it ſeems not abſolutely 
neceſſary for a firſt or principal Phyſician, 
in moſt (if not in all Caſes) to give ſuch 
uſual Attendance, but to give his Directions 
to the Practitioner, who is the conſtant Viſi- 


tor of the Patient, whether Phyſician, Sur- 


geon, Or Apothecary ; 3 ſo that once, twice or 
thrice, almoſt during ſuch Ailment, ſeems 
to be /uficient, Since the firſt mentioned 
Phyſician comprehends, and rightly takes the 
Diſtemper, or he des not; if right, he can 


then properly direct, and put the common 
Practitioner 
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Practitioner who: has the ak ds a ch : 
Patient, into a right way for . Cut when 


curable. 


XXXVIII A proper Definftion 05 B 
that none have hitherto ever truely defied ; 


what it is, but have meerly e us 
with unintelligible jargon on that Subject. 
That all Maladies have more or leſs Fever, 
that is ({j peakin g intelligibly) an irregular Pul- 


ation. 


XXXIX. Or the Malady of the Small. 


Pox, that being in reality no other than a 


Multitude of acute Tumours (particularly 
thoſe of the more kindly fort) which may 
not improperly be ranged amongſt the Phleg- 
monick Tumours, and are accordingly ſo to be 
treated with the greateſt Safety. 

XL. Or Boerhaave's miſtaken Notion 
of all having Small-Pox inwardly, lying 
on the noble Parts; becauſe ſome who died 
have been found ſo ; and of his miſtaken 
Notions from thence, as to the Cure by pre- 
venting their Suppuration. 

XLI. ThHaT the Cure of Small-Pox, 
ſeems to come full as properly (if not much 
more fo) into the Province of a Surgeon, 


than that of a Phyſician ; eſpecially when 


allowed the Adminiſtration of ward Me- 
dicines as at preſent, or even that of ex- 
ternals, when without the Approbation of a 


Phyſician; ; 70 Wit, one who 'profeſſes, and 
well 
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(30) 
well knows all the medicative Parts, in re- 
lation to human Maladies. And that even 
the Great, or French-Pox, ſeems le to be the 
Province of a 5 urgeon, than this. 

XLII. Or ingraſting, or other Methods 
of giving the Small. Pon, and how far ad- 
viſeable or dangerous, c. 

XLIH. That moſt or probably all Mala- 
dies may be conſidered under the following 
Heads; to wit, Wounds, Ulcers, or Tumours, of 
| different Species Unleſs we would think fit to 
add alſo, of extraneous Bodies, Mortifica- 
tions, and general Dilatation of the folid Parts. 

XLIV. Or the guicke/# abatement of 
Pain, and outward Symptoms, by improper 
Evacuations ; whether by hleeding, or the Uſe 
of other Means, for the Cure of a Malady ; 
and of the quick, as well as of the /a tor 
and furer Method, — in a more gradual 
manner. 

XLV. Or the Gout, probably occaſioned 
(hen not Hereditary) from Super flurty and 
zmproper Digeſtion, as well as from a de- 
ficieney of the due and proportionable Secre- 
tions, to the Aliment received; in all likeli- 
hood alſo, much the fame Humour as that 
which produces moſt other Chronical Mala- 
dies, ſuch as Colds, Pleuriſies, Rheumatiſims, 
&c. and are in a great meaſure to be car- 
ried off or cured in the lie manner, if we 
incline fo to do (with the former) when Na- 

- ture 
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ture has placed or thrown the Humour out ins 


to the 1 FF | 
XLVI. A particular Diſecarſs on the FI 
ladies of the Eyes, reducing them and com- 


prehending the Whale, into a very Narrow 
Compoſi,” 


XLVII. A good and knowing Practitioner 


may very well be (according to the vulgar 


Notions) though in reality with but little, or 


ſcarcely common Senſe. 


XLVIII. Sacacirty (as has been obſerv⸗ 
ed) in Effect the whole of Phyfick or Sur- 
gery, all other Qualifications without this, being 
in a manner trif/mg, very uncertain and 
grea a That Mriting is the cer- 
tain Conſequence of Knowledge, particularly 
from all who incline not (to the prejudice 
of Mankind) to over-indulge their Indolence 
or Lazineſs. That the moſt knowillg have 


mY as Hippocrates, &c. and were the con- 


ry to be ſuppoſed of thoſe imagin'd capa- 
ble Res th h ſurely would deſerve the ſe- 
vereſt Uſage that Law or à Society could 
well infi&. Thoſe who have publickly dic- 
tated to their Diſciples (who writ) this is in 
ſome meaſure the fame. As all Painters paint, 
as well as that all Phyſicians practiſe, yet 
the Works of the former more plainly ap- 
pear, that it is in proportion to their Saga- 


city and Judgment wu their due Applica- 


tion, 


2 _ * _- XLS. THAT 


N 


(mag 
XIIX. Tran a Practitioner in Ph Mick 
whether Phyſician or Apothecary (as is ro 
tiouſly ſaid of Don Sangredo) may run tho- | | 
rough an infinite deal of Practice, nay, even 7 
gain great Reputation alſo in this way, with- 
out at the ſame time ever doing the leaſt real 
good, unleſs by chance ; but rather doing all / 
manner of Miſcbięf, which can well be ſup- 
poſed from their defect of due Sagacity, 
with the other proper Qualifications of this 8 


Art. 
L. Tran a Phyſician is the beſt, who 5 


cures not, one Diſeaſe, by procuring us at 

the fame time one ſtill worſe ; but to pro- P 
cure and reſtore ſuch Health, Life, and tl 
Strength, as is ſtill deſirable. Artful Apo- 10 
thecaries know how to | ſecure and catch 


flight Maladies, before Dame-Nature has 
had her ſufficient time to cure without their 
Aſfiftance. 

LL Or Fiſtula's in ne ' and par- th 
ticularly of that in Ano, with the poſſibility 


of its Cure without cutting. Le 
LII. Tn Ar it is in intricate and the = 
molt difficult Caſes, the true Knowledge of Ca 
a Phyſician 1s beſt to be obſerved ;- probably As 
likewiſe when called in, with others of the the 
Profeſſion, there to diſtinguiſh, or properly m e 
Ul 


to dt iſeover the true Ailment or Malady, de- 
claring his Opinion wwi#hout reſerve. 


LUI. THAT — 


( 33 ) 

_ LIN. Tur a Phyſician may be very ex- 

rt and well accompliſhed in the Methodus 
. Preſcribenat ; to wit, extremely ready in the 
common forms of Preſcribing, and yet at the 
ſame time very deficient ; nay, in reality an- 
ſeillful in the true and moſt 2%, Know- 
ledge, as to the efefual Cure of Maladies. 

LIV. Tuar the Endeavours of the 
moſt ſagacious and knowing Phyſician, is to 
follow, ſtudy, and to humour Nature in all 
her Efforts, in freeing herſelf from that which 
oppreſſes, obſtructing her from doing the pro- 
per Offices. So that the whole Endeavours of 
the Phyſician ought only to be to % her in 
expelling that which occaſions fuch Oppre/ſion 
or Malady. Unleſs an Humour be dan- 
gerouſly thrown upon a noble Part endanger- 
ing the ſame ; then indeed, it will require @ 
Drver/ion from thence, though to be done in 
the moſt careful manner. 
LV. Paysicians full as reaſonably as 
Lawyers, ought to be feed beforehand, ſince a 
word, or two, may often be ſufficient in a 
Caſe, ſuch as Bleeding, Bathing, Riding, &c. 
As to Apothecaries who urge Writing on 
their own account, let them rather have a 
Fee alſo, or retain them with a certain 
dum yearly, And beſides, many Caſes may 
in reality only require one Advice, which be- 
ing honeſtly given, deſerves far beiter than 
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(348) 
beſt way to tempt the Phyſician to make him- 
ſelf amends, when he finds he is engaged with 
4 narrow ſpirited Patient, or a Craving Apo- 


thecary. 


LVI. Or the modern Improvements or 
Endeavouts, by any of the Profeſſion of Phy- 


ſick (in our time) whether Writers or Others. 
LVII. Some Conſiderations on the uſe and 


good done to the Publick, by the Coll 
of P— s, further than that to Apothe- 
caries, as well as of the Improvements made 
fince the firſt Eſtabliſhment of that Body ; and 
particularly of the late Examination and 


gular Approbation of Mrs. Stephens's Excel 
fencies, though nevet admitted into, or Licen- 


tiated by the Coll—. 

LVIII. Somr Condderaions on the uſeful 
or benevolent Inſiructions, which the Publick 
might reaſonably have expected from fuch 
Practitioners as have attained to the greateſt 
Vogue and higheſt Fortunes in this Profeſſion; 
. whether bach, if ſupfoſed capable, do not 
deſerve the ſevereſt publick Cenſure, for not 
having endeavoured ſomething in ſuch way. 

LIX. 2. Whether the Wiſdom of the 
Nation would not full as much have appeared, 
if not much more, in forming a Society for 
the improvement of Phyſick only, without 
going further, or of ſuch having any pretence 
to the Monopoli ging of Practice; whether 
this would not in all "liketihood, have bcen of 

much 


= 355A % &@ A wm: 
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much more Uſe, than that of any other Body 
of Phyſick whatſoever? 


LX. 2, As Matters now ſtand, whether 


the Phyſicians or the Apothecaries have the 
moſt Practice? and which does the moſt good? 
9. It Surgeons in the Practice of 19/7 Mala. 
dies, may not alſo be added? 

'LXL. How many more or fewer bad 
Practitioners, may be * ſuppoſed to be, who 
have been (allowed or approved) lince the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Society, authoriz d for 
the examining into zhoſe Affairs, than what 
were before that time, or that may reaſona- 


bly be imagined would be, were there no ſuch 
 Body* © 


LXII. Or what great uſe any Monopolies 


in Phyſick ever may have been to the Pub- 
tick? | 


LXIII. IMpART1Ar. Conſiderations on the 
Medicines, Cures, and Good done; with the 
Benefit received by the Publick from W — d 
his Cures without Bleeding or Bliſtering? 


LXIV. THAT we ought freely to write, 


or to ſpeak our Minds, in this Profeſſion 
without reſtraint, where we imagine it may 
poſſibly be of ſeme zſe to the Publick, what- 
cer the Conſequences may be, with regard 
to private Intereſt. 

LXV. Or the Intereſtednefs of ſuch Practi- 
tioners as conſider themſelves in a ſuperiour 


Light to that of being directed by any other, 
2 and 


— — Nee — 
= —. by | — 
— — - Heer nos — 8 4 #4 * 
— r * — — — — 5 $9 mais bel A ER = 
0 < £7 - 2 by * 4 a 2 
. CT" <= By ST 
I e ns YT = Z 
=o wal * 71 — = \ 
\ * = be _ (fn 1 — 
o —_—— — —— — r „ — - 
— 5 5 oY 1 4 o 
a, < - ET Rf a = © 


* 5 2 — 


8 R — 
5 20 


9 *-'v — 
4 * — oy - tho, 
— — 
1 
e 
MF 
2 — J Py 
2 


(36) 
and yet give no ſufficient Proof of their Ca- 
pacity to direct, by their publick Writings, 
or ſuch like: inftrafling, teaching, and im- 
proving Mankind in this way, nor even to 


ale the leaſt attempt thereto. 


LXVI. Or che Danger and often times 
great Inconvcniencies, which attends improper 
Cures, by the uſe of improper Evacuations. 

LXVII. Tu Ar few or none of the greateſt 
Practitioners in Phyſick, do ever make any 
Obſervations, neither ſeem they indeed, to 
have a ſufficiency of time for ſo doing, were 
we to ſuppoſe them capable of making ſich 


properly; but are ſatisfied with running on in 


a common Track, without further Eæamina- 
ow. or Inprovem 22 N 

LXVIII. Tu Ar the Practice of Hoſditals 
ad that of private Prat7ice, is in many Re- 
ſpects extremely different, and conſequently 
that the former is not a ſufficient Model for 
the latter. 

LXIX. Or the ſurprizingly various, and 
very different Effects, which Alinent as well 
as Medicines, frequently have (though even 
of the ſame Kind) when uſed on ſome par- 
treular Crnſtitutions. 

LXX. OF the extraordi: "ary different BY 
Jean, which the ſame very Medicine will hav 
on the far 2 Perl; 7, at different ines, not- 
withſtanding tlie guantity and quality of the 
Medicine to be the Pen 385 ell as of the 

I 


( 37 ) 
various Effects of Aliment on the Body. at 
particular times. 

LX XI. Or Nami bal and effetual Doctors. 
That Hippocrates, as well as all the An- 
tients, were effectual Doctors (not of the 
modern Nominal ſort) that is, they effectual- 
ly proved themſelves ſuch, by their publick 
Writings and Teaching, or their Improve- 
ments in this Profeſſion, not by attaining or 
purchaſing of vain Titles or Names, from 
ſuch who frequently know little, or nothing | 


of the matter. 


LXXII. TyHarT real Daefors, ought prin- 
cipally to teach or direct the common Prac- 
titzoner, and not incline or to ſeek after 
common attendance of Patients, but firſt to 
give a right Idea of the Nature of the 
Malady, with the- proper Method to be uſed by 
the common Practitioner, after which (if 


required) only to attend on extraordinary 


Occaſions. 
LXXIII. Tur 2 compleat, and thorough 


Education in Surgery, is the principal Branch 


of the moſt uſeful Education of a Phyſician, 
ſo as to be able occaſionally to teach; even 
Surgeons, Who may happen to be defective in 


| ſoine particular Part of their Buſineſs; Zo 


wt, the moit proper Method to be uſed and 
that mojt neceſſary #0 be done, whether with re- 
gard to the Cperations, or that of the Ap- 
Flicatious, without which Knowledge and 

CO” 


SY 


„ 
apacity he ſcarce deſerves the Name of a 
— 9 or Doctor. So that to have been 
eriginally bred ſo, as well as to have prac- 
tifed therein, is no doubt a great advantage, 
without which, or at leaſt a thorough Edu- 
cation in this way, it ſeems hardly poſſible 
to become a compleat Phy/ician ; one who 
onght indeed to underſtand all that apper- 
fains to the Cure of the human Body, 
that is all the various and complicated Ma- 
ladies, incident thereto. Yet this is ſtill 
far from endeavouring to advance therefore, 
that every practiſing Surgeon is conſequent] 
proper to pe confidered as a. Fen +4 
or. Since none are or ought to be re- 
garded as ſuch, but thoſe who not only 
prattiſe as ſuch, but do alſo demonſtrate 
their further Capacity by their Writings ; 
more eſpecially when tending to teach the 
Profeſſion or Mankind in general, that which 
at leaft appears, to tend to the improvement 
thereof. | 
LXXIV. On the other hand, that there 


is not near ſo much #n_ the Chirurgical part, 


as to Cures, as is commonly i magin d. 
LXXV. WHET HER as Matters now 
ſtand, it be not the Intereſt of the com- 
mon practicing Phyſcians, as well as that 
of the Apothecaries, that Cures be pro- 


long d, whether from rifliing, deſign, 1g- 


norance, or otherwiſe. And whether ſome 
| ſach 


es” et i el as 


( 399] 
ſuch Method as above hinted at, might not 
prove moſt proper if well put in practice, 
70 wit, in putting the Cure under the firſt. 
Direction of ſuch principal Phyſician ? 

LXXVI. THaT as Matters now 
Apothecaries are on full as good a footing, if 
not a better, than Phyfic:ans, fince the former 
go on in practice without ſcarce ever, ot 
very rarely calling in the latter, unleſs. in 
the /aſt Extremity, or at beſt only, for tak- 
ing away the Odium from them of having 
killed the Patient, If urged, that the above 
Hints look ſomewhat like accuſing or /uſpett- 
ing the Integrity of the preſent Practitioners, 
allow me then to add, that there is ſurely 
much room left for ſuch improper Practice, 
and that an honeſt Man, ought to avoid all 
in his power of giving the leaſt ground of 

| Suſpicion. 

LXX VII. Or the Experience, Improvement, 
and pretended Knowledge, which at beft 
can poſſibly be made by Apothecaries, from 
the frequent Preſcriptions ſent them by Phy- 
ficians; that any Knowledge gain'd that 
way, muſt be but 7r:fing and inſigniſicaut, 
though ſome of them are eyen become 
competitors with Phyſicians, Gc. 

LXXVIII. Tross who can afford an Abo- 
thecary, can afford a wiſe, honeſt, and knowing 
5 Þ ſecian. | | 

LXXIX. Some Queries concerning the 
Nature of Poiſons in general, as wy 

moi 


(49) 


moſt Medicines may not be conſidered as 


more or leſs Poiſonous, when improperly 


uſed ? and whether the greateſt Poiſon, pro- 


perly uſed, may not prove an uſeful Medi- 
cine ? whether there may not be much in the 


Imagination in ſuch Symptoms ariſing as thoſe 
from the Bite of mad Dog, or Cat? as well as 
the 7// habit of Body, in moſt Poiſonous Bites; 
Pus of Small-Pox as well as Arſenic uſed, 

LXXX. 9. Whether it be not the 220, 
proper, reaſonable, and the beſt way, for the 
Phyſician to fate the Caſe to the Patient (or 
to thoſe who have the care of him) in Mrit. 
ing, and to give proper Directions for ſuch 
Malady in the National Tongue, as to Ali- 
ment, Medicines, or Exerciſe, particularly's in 
all chronical Caſes ? 

LXXXI, 2. WHETHER it would not 
likewiſe be the moſt adviſeable Method for 
every Family to give their Apothecary a yearly 
Allowance, %% them, or not uſe them. 

LXXXII. 9D. WHETHER it be abſo- 
lately certain, that a Perſon muſt neceſſari- 
ly be educated at Oxford or Cambridge, to 
become the fir Phyſician, in Great Britain? 

LXXXIII. Or the Improvements made in 
Phyſick from theſe learned Schools. 

LXXXIV. Q. WHETHER it be not from 
the want of proper Application, and the lit- 
tle Skill of Phyjicians, as well as Surgeons, 
that ſuch pretending People as Oculiſts do 


ariſe: as well as feveral other = -anches taken 
from 


T0 | ; 
from the Profeffion by ignarant Pretenders. 
And whether the great Knowledge of Phy- 
ſicians and Surgeons may not alſo be e- 
ed in other Parts, as well as their Deficiency 
in ſuch like Particulars? and how well their 
incorporate Bodies or Societies, do look into theſe 
Matters? And whether thoſe of the Pro- 
 feſfion, who encourage, or recommend ſuch, are 
not in reality the greateſt Quacks in ſo doing. 
LXXXV. 2. WHETHER any one of the 
Profeſſion, though Educated in the uſual re- 
gular way, may not nevertheleſs be as great 
a Quack (as we term it) Charletan, ignorant 
and deceitful Pretender, as any other not /o 
bred, if ſuch do not act up to Knowledge and 
Honour. 
_ LXXXVI.9. Warar great Improvements 
have been produced in Phy/ick tor Publick 
Benefit, from the Foundation of Dr. Ratchff ? 
LXXXVII. Tu Nature and Cauſe of 
Epilepfies, their being but little known out of 
Europe, and Why? their Cure, exc. 
LXXXVIII. Sox greatly advantageous 
Propoſals, which may be advanced for the 
Benefit of the Bodies of Pharmacy and Phyjick 
in a laudable way, ſome of which tend to 
the Annihilation of ignorant Pretenders, 
LXXXIX. Or the great hurt done to the 
Profeſſion, or to the real Knowledge of Phyſick, 
in the having fix'd certaia and particular 
'ames to Maladies, as well as the Diſadvan- 
7 tage 


ak) 


tage of the Titular Names,” o ſuch uſual 


Methods, &c. 

EXC. TAT a Patient may recover from 
fifty Maladies and upwards, under the hands 
of his Practitioner, whether Phyſician or A- 
pothecary, notwithſtanding ſuch Medicator 
may have followed an improper. Method, or 
may rather have adminiſtred Medicines tend- 
ing more to be hurtful, than truely uſeful; 
which Recovery, therefore, has been entirely 


owing to the favour and frength of kind Na- 


ture, who got the Advantage and Victory over 
this Pra@itioner, as well as his Methed and 
Medicines. And laſtly, this Patient to die 
under the hands. of this Perſon, whether in a 
better or worſe courſe than the former, is not 
much material to determine. 

XCI. As many Maladics are bred by 
Men's own Follies, ſo thoſe of ſome Men 
(though otherwiſe curable) become incu- 
Table, from the want of a due Sagacity, 
or good Senſe, not knowing and hearken- 
ing to good Advice, wanting Reſolution and 
Perſeverance, Cc. 2 that the Folly ſeems 
to demand the Cure before the Malady, and 
if the ſaid Diſtemper be cured, the ſame 
Folly remaining, or returning, tis Odds but 
that the Malady aljo, or fome ſuch like, will 
lahewtfe return. 

XCII. Or Neſtrums in general. 

XCIII. Or the Sore and Eravel; and the 

Relief 
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Relief to be given in ſuch Caſes: and of the 
enti re Cure thereof in the generality. 


Ir may not perhaps be altogether impro- 


per, I here take the Liberty of ſaying a word 


or two, of the Medicine of Mrs. Stephens, 
which fo greatly drew the attention of the 
Publick, and that too ſo very lately. I 
nevertheleſs plainly foretold in a Pamphlet 
then writ on that Subject, of how little Uſe 
it would be when khown, any more than 
other Medicines excellent in their Kind 41. 
ready diſcovered. Which Aſertion, has ſince 
(I believe) been found to be buf too true, by 

moſt Men. I there likewiſe obſerved, that 


_ thoſe 1000 jo ftrenuouſly recommended it, did 
not, any more than ſhe, know the true Cauſe 


of its beſt Effects, that is to ſay, when it 
happened to perform its luckieſt Cures; nei- 
ther would they any more be able 70 diſco- 
ver it when Publiſo d. Although I then 
well knew, the true Cauſe of its beſt Effects, 


as I now +, that is, in what, the prin- 


cipal part of the Cure confiſts. And how it 


_ ought moſt properly to be directed for that pur- 


poſe. Yet as my Integrity, Knowledge, or 
Diſcoveries, on that Head, have hitherto not 
{o carefully been attended to by the Publick, 
as that of one who entirely intended 276 Wel— 
fare and Intereſt, might (perhaps) reaſonably 
have expected; L cannot help being of Opinion, 
that it ought to be pardonable in any ſuch Per- 
ſon who ſhould not incline to make any more 

Fg 


4 
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of 


m7 7: wy 


| [ Main Difteveries on that Subject, unleſs parti- | 
12 cularly y Lequ eguired thereto, and duly rewarded 


alſo; by the Public. And thus it is, that 
they have a billden ſert of a Diſcovery of the 
_— or Metlicine: t 


they in reality 
and which nei- 


wart the true Key 


ther .this good N oma 
— in · Foſſeſſion of- or ever likely to find 
Bide now that I 5 — of the Diſco- 


agh 
ed * the lame Treatiſe | - 40 Part) 


that it had mot faithfully been diſcovered, 
either by her, or ee but by me; that 
they had ir 


bodge- N 2 ry” though in reality 
only Soag <Shplls as there eee 


And as. tes, one of the Truftees, has 
finds Fankly — fairly own'd, in a — 


publiſh d by him on the Kid Subject. What 
ſhall we then ſay of ſuch a very fair, genuine, 


ſincere, and honeft Diſcovery, 2 that firſt pub- 
lih'd in the Gazerre by ber, or them, for 
0007. and which was ſo readily and avidly 
allowed, and grateſuiſy acknowledged by the 
Publict, in paving down the ſaid Money. 


The curious reader may, however, more par- 


ticularly be ſatisfyd on this Subject, in the 


following Pamphlet, entitled, A full Exami- 


nation and impartial Account of all relating 
to Mrs. Stephens's Cures, and Medicines ; 
p inted for T. Cocper, in Pater-Nofter-Rexw, 
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\H © U IL. D the Reader, on peruſing the fol- 
Y lowing Oraiion, be inquiſitive ſo as to call 
19.queſtion the Originality thereof, IL will in a few 
Words. acquaint; him, that the Manuſcript has 
by chance falſen into my. Hands. I own, as 
ro, myſelf, ach ver) lit follicirous concern 
ing the Veracity, or Exactneſs of the Trar/a- 


* 


tion from the Original . enge, feu being greatly 


| Mafters thereof, or whether the Tranſcriber may 


TILE SILAS EC 63 4 Soni > 3*.. & 4 ; Fa LL 48 : a 
have varied from it; or if he imagined he ſhould 


improve it, by adding ſomewhat, of his own, is 


as indifferent to me. So as it is, without fur- 
ther Apology, the Publick is welcome to. If 
ſome Parts therein ſhould any way ſeem to 7atly 
with any Parts of our Practice here, let the Rea- 
der conſider, that Countries and Men do not ſo 
greatly differ, as ſome may imagine, which is 


confirm'd by the 1talian Proverb, Tuto il mundo 
e paeſe eli homini ſono caſi, caſi. The Author, 
being a Perſon of Reading, and a good Cor- 

reſpondence with the learned World, could not 


well be unacquainted with the Thoughts or W re 
tings of De. Pitcairn herein mention'd ; more 
eſpecially he hiving once been Profeſſor. at Ley- 
den, where. our Author might aſſo have been, 


Newher can it well be imagined. but that he may 


be acquainted with the noted Unlverſitice, which 
he like wiſæ fp*aks of, vg. thoſe in particular of 


D and Ke ; whether the Orthography 
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i, (ww } 
of theſe be juſt or not, according to his Lan- 
guage, is what muſt be left to the Critics to de- 
termine. As to Mrs, Kreplens, he likewiſe men- 
tions, it is reported, 4 the Stiffens's are the 


noted Miſa Witches in C tis likely 
they are 955 ſame F 3510 800 N Gs uf: 

the ſame Medicine with Succeſs, , owing perhaps 
to their SUE riority of Knowledge. As to 
Water,” h nere alſo ſpoken of, that yo Kao 


the proper Produft of that Country 7 fo unver- c 
| Hally known, and uſed by all die” 'penerraring 


triſe Wizards, either of Church or State, in all 
that vaft Pact of Land. As to the particular 


Situation of inden, Where this Oration was firſt 


pronounced, Ido not find it ſo much as to be 
laid down in any of our common Geographical 


Maps, ſo very deficient and unacquainted are dunn 


Geographers with that Countty, Whither it be fi- 
tuated in Swediſh or the Daniſh Lapmark, or on 
the Confines betwixt both, or as yet on the moſt 
Northern Coaſt of the Daniſh, waſl*d by that 
vaſt Seplentrional Ocean, which furrounds 7ce- 
land, and waſhes Greenland, is what J am as 

et to learn. It ſeems unneceſſary here to ſay 
any further than that ſome have been reac'y 
to regard this Performance, as ſomewhat ſatyri- 
cal on moſt, not only of the Profeſſion of Phy- 
ſick, but on Mankind in general. The Reader 
will judge of it as he thinks proper. Vet if ſo 
thought to be, I will only dez leave to ſay, that 
it appears not altogether thus to me, nor any way 
near ſo univerſal, as many others; ſuch as Lu- 
clan, Juvenal, the Emperor Julian, Eraſmus on 
Folly, Rablais, Don Quixote and Quevedo, But- 
ler*s ' Hudibras, ie and oy Bruyer's 
—— © 4 
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monalty, to Toung and Old; 2 Great, 
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H E ** uncommon, andi inter- 


. y 7 4 


may prove agreeable to you. The 
practice of Phyſick, uſually term d, Bad 
Practice, has been much cry d out againſt; 
nay, it bas, with ſome (ñpoſſibly over-cau- 
tiouſly) been avoided, by a timorous, and 
over-wary Kind of Practitioners 4 becauſe, 
forſooth, they imagine the Patient may 
otherwiſe linger, or «ſuffer a little Marr, 
than did they uſe'a Jpeeazer Method. 


But do they des conſider the * 
Writer, who well obſerves, that in much 
K nowledge there is much Sorrow 3 ſo 
much Sbrrow (tho from ill PraQticc). pro- 
duces great Experience and much Know- 


eſting Subject, it is to be hoped, 


Py. 
ledge; than which, what can be more 


> >"? aan 


Do you likewiſe prudently conſider, that 
in not ſoon attaining an over-eaſy and a 
haſty Recovery, you from thenceforward 


become more cautious, in avoiding - the 


Exceſſes of an extravagant, luxurious, 
libertine, or indulgent Life, which may 


have been the Cauſe of ſuch your #:reſome 
Malady. wm 5 


Vou are thus indeed prompted to ſtudy, and 
to take more eſpecial Care of your Health 
for the future. If greatly expen/Fue (be- 


ſide the general Benefit to others) you thus 


become a better Oeconomiſt, (tis likely) 


more thoughtful alſo, conſequently more 


An eaſy, and 77 Cure, goes off 
ſo light, fo ready, and is ſo quickly 
over, that it is ſcarce minded: You have 
no manner of Caution thus, of falling 


again into the [ke Diſorder, it ſeems 


in reality nothing, has been no Suffer- 
ing, ſcarce any [nconventency, little or no 
Charge, and as /ittle Credit to the Phyſi- 
cian. Whereas the foreſaid Method, being 
long and tedious, proves not only profita- 
ble, but greatly creditable to the Prafti- 
| tioner, as well as the particular Bene- 


ft 


os. e p ͤ A 


e 
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ft of all AAR or concern 4 * the 
Care, .. * 
And yet 1 ; you muſt 8 0 
that we were not meerly born for aur on 
ſelues Indulgence only, but even for the 
Uſe, Benefit, and Advantage of others. 
Do you as yet maturely call to mind, that 
many of the braveſ}, and moſt. heroic of 
Mortals, have courageouſly ſacrificed them- 
ſelves (o to die) for the Publick Good £ 
Can any of you then think much, and 
beerudge the Suffering ſomewhat for ſuch 
a noble End? Humancly, conſider there- 
in the great Good you do, ſinde from 
the Disburſements you are at, the Coi- 
nage thus circulates, as originally in- 
tended ; ſo it is your Phyſician, . Surgeon, 
Apothecary, Nurſe, Chymilt, Druggiſt, 
conſequently Merchants ſubſiſt; and in fine, 
thus it Paſſes through the whole Globe... \ 


'Tis true indeed, that you in "particular, 
of the Univerſities of Ok and KA. 
do naturally, and in the molt friendly Man- 
ner agree, much rather to chooſe, and em- 
ploy, your old Fellow Students and Aſſo- 
ciates, your familiar Chumns, and Bottle- 
Companions, of cither Place, than any 
elſe, without over-ſcrupulouſly examnng 
into the Matter, of more or leſs Know-. 


ledge, (a Cuſtom well known in our King- 
B 2 dom) 
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Rtong, bey wil. do, he's your Friend, 


Hat Have chem of a nicer; or a more fabi 
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(4) 
readily conſidering it, a Trade 
to be learn d, as that of making a Par 
of Shoes. Nor matters it much, fay 
you; % yours may bie ſomewhat clumſily ly 
ade: or! Stherwiſe if _ altogether: i 7 


cry you, nor 1s it loff — 4 Friend gers. 
Perhaps too ir ou Inrereſi. Sttould you 


a yet want a Plir of Dancing Shoes; you 


Ll 


Shoe-maker, ' as Otcaſion « _ 


Vet tis true, you ma ay readily obſerve, in 


behalf of your Fellow Collegiate, that 
he's qitite a ta Mode, and far — at this 
Taff Hort, than at the more durable, 2 2 
and well Nun, 


| 9 45 yet be found d abſolutely Fe? 
dies t fome of thoſe in tlie greateſt 
Logue; and Practice, ſhould ſometimes br 
ſent for, and that from a great Variety of 

weighty Reaſons, to wit, as being the firſt 


«Movers; ſecondly, their orthodox Prac- 


tic“ and Opinions, ſcarce to be diſputed, 


whoſoever dares to attempt it, will be 


conſider'd as a Heretic; in a word, their 
Opinions are regarded to be as unal- 


terable, as the Liews of the Medes and 


Perſians ; their Knowledge and Fudgment 
being allow'd preferable to any, all over 
the Land; conſequently, that which 
every. one ſays, muſt 1 true. Thus if 
hap- 


(8) 


happily bleſs d, wich any of tlieſe to at. 
no one can find fault; and 
—_ the Patient even retirèe from this 
trouble ſome World, though under their 
vigilum Care, it will ts allow'd: by all; 
you. have done your Duty, nv more could 
be done; tis ' quite ' faſhionable likewiſe, 
and ſo all remain rontented : if more 
expenſive, tis much more honourable. But 
ſhould it as yet ſo happen, that the Patient 
fill lives, and that the Recovery from 
the Malady Proves tedious,” or no Care 
perform'd, tis neverthelefs greatly com- 
mendable, to have. ſo. good an Authority. 
The Pharmacian alfo chooſes, or recom- 
menus ſuch, preferable to any elſe (tho 
ever ſo knowing) becauſe in /o doing, who 
can blame him? The common Practi- 
tionet, likewiſe appears to reap his Ad- 
vantage, by having ſuch very noted Per- 
ſor call in; ſince tho even right before, 
and that now the Method be alter d to 
quite the contrary, yet this Practitioner's 
Doings ſhall moſt readily, complaiſantiy, 
and openly be approved of, as good Po- 
lity 7 if the ſaid firſt continues: 
alrho' as to what may be hinted in private 
(behind Backs) or the Patient ing, that's 
not to the purpoſe; further than, even 
when dead, the firſt has this approved Au. 
thority, a firm Reed to rely on. But if 
the Malad y proves tedious, and backward 

in 


(6) 

in the Cure, from this ren Pratfice; 
as has been ſaid; fill there is the pro- 

per Sanction given, the former Practitio- 
ner reaps more Profit, as well as Credit 
and Reputation ; whilſt it is no Diſadvan- 
tage to the Pharmacopoliſt, and Nature, 
at laſt, getting the better (in ſpite of all) 
the Patient is now alſo rejoiced, and ſo ail 


remain 3 and Full Ly Reo 


But it may not be improper, I b 


ferve from what Cauſe this Frequency 
of ſpeaking ſo very ill of bad Practice 


may principally ar:z/e. Firſt then, we will 
ſuppoſe bad Practice to proceed from meer 
Ignorance, otherwiſe no due Know- 
ledge of the Nature of a Malady ; of whom 
then can we, with reaſon, judge more 
favourably, than of an Innocent, with- 
out any dll! Degen? Nay, the Law, 
would at worſt, ſcarce allow it to be 
ſo much as Chance Medley. Now, if as 
yet we are willing to allow the great Un- 
certainty there is, in many Parts of Phy- 
ſick, why ſhould we not admit that ſuch a 
Practitioner may, by good luck, hit of the 
Cure, which another, tho' generally more 
knowing, might have miſſed ; and thus, in 
ſome meaſure, they are in many Caſes 


to be put upon an Equality. 
Let 


Let us ſtill further obſerve the great 
Uncertainty there is, in the Nature and 
Cauſe of many Ailnents, that ſome, if not 


moſt of our learned Scioli in higheſt Vogue, : 


ſcarce approve of properly ſtating an in- 
Fricate Caſe, ſo to give their Opinion 
when thoroughly examined into, having 
well conſider d it, and fully to have rea- 
ſoned thereon. I doubt, without this, in 
their Hurrying way, it will not prove 
much better than a Species of groping or 
gueſs Work (as too often compleing of ;) 
conſequently the innocent Practitioner 
may have as good a Chance 0 play at 
Blind Man's-Buff as they. If he happens 
to go wrong, ſo may they; the Patient 
ſtill has Comforts, as above, if our inno- 
cent Practitioner happens to Hit right, the 
Patient then has he Cure he wwiſb d for. 


Tis true, there are a ſecond Sort, 
whoſe Practice may perhaps be ſuſpected to 
be of the mixed Kind; that is to ſay, 
partly Innocence, if not to be call d Igno- 
rance, tho accompanied with a good dea! 
of Shew of pompous Knowledge, whether 
always intending the beſt, or ſometimes a 
little Deen alſo, is what we pretend 
not to determine, but hope the beſt. It 

happens however, they commonly ap- 


pear not over- anxious to be ſpeedy in the 
| | Cure 


— — — . — — 
ICC. 5 7 Fu 8 2 
8 ; > VIE IR, 
BIS 2 J . 
* — es Fas. 


\ 
— en * 
— 2 —— — — * ip . 
- EI a - R — — rr Sn nts — —— . — — . — ee EIS 
— , af" A x 8 = - 8 a p * 2 2 EEE PR. EE a - — pe £ 2 —— po — 6 - — — = 
SIP. 005 VE OTA I 2 ETD = 2 " =» — . I 3 — . 2 —＋ — — 9ͤ nt wee r — Do. 28 — — . 
pad my 3 — — rr ED LE IE TE IE Op, = nn 
ow . 4 — by 5 8 8 — af W , K — : — — — 
— we 7 p r 1 — 2. 25 - — BY * 7 2 — _ D — * . — Sa. 7 Ls - — 
: WF 4 * |: - 5] * 2 E —— — ” . ge © e 
n np ng pn 1 Fas, hr l S U * re | | 
a , — | > ED N. —— — CTCL 3 


2 * 
* A I 
r — FOE 2 
T% 


Wm. * W - 4 n 
: - * 4 — ” N — 
= 2 4s; —— - 24 — — — * e 2 bay ater; a „ _ 
Wes. 1 we - <A 8 2 — = 3 4a 7 = % OS _ , 1 
opt 2 n — r 1 8 8 2 — . 8 2 3 - 8 — e * 
"I x * * : — Me. + 2 2; ö rr G A Ca. a. > r 82 . 3 We 
* r . . . bows” i...” 4 4 5 1 a es — — — 225 0 5 4 5 * . 
: 4 —— 2 r 6 V4 a * - woes * a? * "> « 5 - ** : 
* 2 3 : rg * ar 
. — " " a * 
o 


4.420 - OI 
2 IE OOTY . 
— 1 4 — 


2 => hy A 
. — 
, I LESS as 2 LS — ©: Ie 
n * * - — — 

a 


—— 4 y . * ev. - = 4 FE. 


mat; 


* 

3 
x ID» Is - 
* po mee 


* 


pn =D 
— — 


9 LS * 
Mon nts mee + 


6 _— x 
4 "Fl N 


en n 4 
K 
* - * bu — — 


more can be done, we. are at the Ne plus 
ultra. 


ITY 


| Cure, nor extreamly 1 in ordering 


of an All- ſufficiency of Phyſick; not ſlug- 


giſhly to attend and obſerve hat kind Na 


Fare of herſelf inclines to do, but rather 
chooſe to be before. hand, and point out to 
her what foe ſhould do. Vet I would wil- 


1ingly; - favourably imagine the Whole; ra- 
ther to be ſome Defett of a proper Fund 
of true Knowledge, than from any vari- 
ciaus Inclination; however that be, it 
will be theſe, no doubt, who will acquire 
the mf "Riches: And it will be thoſe 


likewiſe, who will certainly beſt ſatisfy the 


ailing Part of Mankind, as well as their 


N for, even tho wrong, ſuch will 
be apt to jndge i it right; nothing, ſay they, 


I might, tis rs; here add a third Kind, 
to wit, thoſe of great Knowledge and In- 
zegrity : Theſe, no doubt, from many good 
Reaſons, will find the leaſt lucrative Ac- 
count in their Procedure, where the Mala- 


dy is ſoon cared; for the Patient will be 
apt to judge, the Præmium he gives, tho 


ſmall, 1g 706 much, that it was but a flight 
AM Fair, ſcarce worth the minding. Neither 
will the Vender of the Medicines find his 
Account in ſuch way of doing, and con- 
ſequently will not highly commend the 
Practice; in fine, no one will be thoroughly 
pleaſed herewith. 1 


9 
1 wilt uppoſe a Phyfician to direct a 
Patient to uſe the' cold, or Warm Bath, 
Cupping, Bleeding, or Riding, Dyet 
only, or to adviſe him patiently to attend 
the Effects of Nature for ſome time, ra- 
ther than running into .uncertam Means, 
by a Variety of Medicines; Wha would, I 
ſay, be much ſatisfied with any ſuch bald 
Advice? Who will alfo think it well 
worth the paying for, as indeed, it may 
truly deſerve? Nay farther, tis odds if 
much heed be given thereto, or that they 
have any Dependance thereon, and as likely 
that they immediately ſend for another, 
whoſtraight directs Medicinesin plenty; and 
in going on ſo for Weeks, or ſome time, 
tho' the Patient be not much better, yet 
perhaps ſomewhat ſeemingly fo, they will 
then be moſt ready, to talł greatly of ſuch 
extraordinary Recovery; even tho in re- 
ality, from Change of Weather, or ſome 
other unthought for Cauſes, which may yet 
have been the principal Agents. In this man- 
ner, it is, that Mankind in general chooſe 
to be treated, whatc'er they may in com- 
mon Converſation pretend to the contrary. 
They being certainly moſt 2h to judge and 
think well of ſuch Method; thus gravely 
imagining, they are beſt token care of, when 
Variety, and a good Store of Phy ſick 
is induftriouſly order d in. They are ready 


alſo thus ro conſider the Ditficulty far 
G _ ercatcr, 
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(10) 
greater, than when done in a plain, eaſy 
manner, by more ſimple Means. The 
foreſaid Way then, with a due Form and 
Elegance in the Methodus Præſcribendi, 
is truly the Pomp, nay, it proves indeed 


to be the very Eſſence of the preſent 


Practice. 


Thus in general you are charm, and 
highly delighted, with great and extra va- 
gant Promiſes, nay modeſtly you hope at 
| leaſt ſome Part may prove true (it is but 
trying ;) ſo even at laſt, when try d, and 
if ſtill in the ſame Condition, you are ne- 
vertheleſs inclinable to fatter yourſelves, 
that you are ſomewhat mended : and this 
is very particularly obſervable in Diſorders 
of the Eyes, where they generally try, and 
try, perhaps, at the ſame time, fancying 
themſelves to mend, until the little Glim- 
mering which remain d is quite extinguiſb- 
ed. But of this a Word or two more here- 
after. 


Mankind chooſe, and are greatly fond 
of flattering themſelves, more eſpecially 
the weaker Part of the human Species, 
very few being able to bear or ſuffer plain 
Truths. They like to be decerved in mot 
things, particularly in that which any way 
ſooths their perſonal Intereſts, or is any 
way tending to comfort them; to talk of 
Betterneſs 


rr 
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Betterneſs in Afliftion, is ſeldom dif- 


Wn 


agreeable. It is that ſoorhing Hope, which 


keeps us all alive. 


The hyfteric and hypochondriac Diſor- 


ders, or all thoſe labouring under ſuch 
Complaints, plainly demonſtrates to you 
the Truth here advanced, you cannor but 
clearly obſerve, how very faſhionable, a- 
greeable, and moſt acceptable the Dram 
Kind of Medicines are; to wit, thoſe, 


which are commonly term'd to give Spirits, 


that is, ſuch as relieve a little for the pre- 


ſent. Whereas, ſhould any Attempt be 


made, by gently endeavouring to take em 


off from ſuch Practices gradually, as well 
as by the Regulation of proper Dyer, &c, 
they would forthwith conclude ſuch a Phy- 
ſician only fit for the Devil. 


This notable Mileh Cow, when duly at- 
tended to, and carefully managed, is an 
excellent Article ; without which, Practice 


would greatly ſuffer, ſhould any reform- 
ing, auſtere, idle Schemi/t, from his great 


Pretence to Knowledge, Honeſty, and In- 


tegriry (tho! perhaps full as much owing 
to his Indolence and Lazineſs, or to a De- 
ficiency of ready Invention) ſhould he at- 


tempt Alteration he would be miſtaken. 


We will now ſuppoſe, that this uncomplazr- 


ſant Practitioner orders little. or no Phy- 


G 2 ſick, 


33 2 


. eee SS a ' x 5 — 
CS A 8 25 * I LIPS 5 * — 
* * 2 8 * 7 9 3 es arty, l +. HR Canton at 6: 5 — ä ' LAT Ds cok . . — — — 
Ne 7 G 3 * I, "Gd. « ww. > I * * * > * 9 we: 4 — — . y bs — 3 "ts . * > a * * WE * , Pe? _— — 
ot Ho WS 0 ĩͤ FFI, ot be bo 2 a I 2 — : 1 rr ä A R 2 
p — . * 2 — — 2 * 1 — 2 * N . * : * Bo , 2 — OP 4 „ * . 4 — 4 A. 1 +. 228 wg - . ow * bw; 2 - Fi * = Ko - F * * 2 het, r as Anh en gh 
5 * ' : A re * MY RPE". N — as ow 0-09" mnt — . * 2 3 
. 1 
* - * 
5 4 


i 


(n)) 


fick, but talks of Exerciſe in general, as of 


Riding, of Dyet, to have Patience, and 
wait Change of Weather, or Seaſon, in- 
ſtead of inſtantly preſcribing ſpiritous Cor- 
dials and hyſteric Medicines, to give ſome 
immediate Nelief; the Complainant will 
judge very meanly of any ſuch Phyſician, 
and will, bo doubt, directly ſend to tome 
other Practitioner, who, will take care to 
plcaſe him in His own way. A diſlatisfy,d 
Patient inclines ? be ſboth d, and to have 


Aſſiſtance plentifully offer d him, and that 


in the medicinal way, what clic may be 
advanced, will only be regarded as Igno- 
rance. It matters not, tho the Medicine 


order'd relieves but 'for a few Moments, 


the oftner the better. But beſides what is 
here ſaid, tis even certain likewiſe, that 
ſome thus affiiffed, are in reality often 
worſe, than they in truth are imagin'd to 
be; of which the true Cauſe is not to be 


found; but do frequently prove the Reality 


of ſuch Complaints, by ſoon after making 
their nal Exit. Thus ſuch, (till leſs than 
the former, are ꝝot to be ſatisfy'd ; but by 
a great Variety of Druggs order d in, 


whether more or leſs uſeful. Let them ſee 


to that. 


Now, when the Patient is but little, or 
no way mended, by-all that ſuch Practi- 
tioners may have directed, that he begins 

| to 
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_ Fo tire, and the Doctor has but ſmall, if 
any further Hopes of recovering or render- 


ing him any better; then, left the Patient 
ſo tired out, ſhould be inclin'd to trying 
for other Hep elſewhere, the Doctor 
ſtraight adviſes him to go into the Country 
(if not abroad) as to Bath, or to ſome 


other of the medicinal Wells (where he rea- 


dily has a Correſpondent) adviſing at the 


ſame time, that the rural Doctor do cor- 


reſpond and write. to him, if neceſſary, 
which the Phyſician at the ſaid Wells may 
occaſionally do; ſo the Patient is ſtill thus 
ſecured from others. But above all, it 
ſcems not here improper, I ſhould take 
ſome notice of that very much cry'd-up 
Method, now ſo greatly in uſe, of ſending 
Patients out of Town to« the Sea there to 
bathe and drink Salt-water, when the 
Practitioners in Town cannot do any thing 
elſe effectual, by Medicine. This is in- 
deed a Practice very much uſed, and greatly 
adviſed of late by ſome of our Phy/ecrans 
and Surgeons, in greateſt Vogue : Whe- 
ther much to their Credit or not, I muſt 
leave to the more-knowing Part of the Pro- 


feſlion o determine. What matters it rea- 


ſoning (ſay they) their Patients have thus 
recovered. Well, and what then? which, 


| however, I ſeldom attribute to the Cauſe of 


drinking the Salt-Water (beſides that many 
have ſo died) but at beſt has not Nature 
often 
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(74). 
often got the better ar laſt, or even with 
the uſe only of the /empleſt Means? Yet 
laying aſide the Conſideration of a Journey, 
and that of Air, as well as Change of Dyer, 
with bathing in Mater only, what can ſuch 
imagine that there is in Salt-water, which 
Nitre, or Salt and Water, will not full as 
well anſwer, either to drink or bathe in? 
But ſtill, if as yet they rely ſo very much 
on their Sea water, I would then acquaint 
them, that Dyer, Air, Water, Exerciſe 
and Bathing, will cure moſt, if not all Ma- 
ladies, incident to the human Body; and 
then indeed there will be 70 great Occaſion 
or them, fince there will be an End of 
all their edicinal Practice, as well as the 
medicinal or curative Part of Surgery. 
However, let all theſe fine Practices be as 
they will, youcannot, my very good Friends, 
Countrymen, and Patrons, but plainly 
percei ve, that they are extremely in vogue. 
You-muſt alſo evidently obſerve, that Man- 
kind are wonderous fond of all ſuch doings 
(at Icaft for a-while) are highly captivated 
with all 2ew Concerts : What ſhall I then 
ſay, but to lcave all /uch Patients and their 
Tutors, fully wrapt up, in their own Hap- 
prneſs and Knowledge : They are pleaſed 
you ſce; /o ought J; let them then go on, 


and proſper. 


And 


(x5) 
And now, I know not, whether you 
mayn t as yet expect that I add à word or 
two on Mania and Melancholy, or of Mad- 
neſs in general, albeit he Field ſeems full 
large; fince all appears to be but leſi or 
more ſo, differing only in Degrees; more 
eſpecially if Cicero is to be minded, when 
he fays, Stultorum plena ſunt omnia. The 
French have a Proverb Chacun a ſon vere- 
coquin en Téte. St. Paul ſays, Corinth. i. 
3. The Wiſdom of this World is Fooliſb- 
neſs with God. And again, in another 
Part, he ſays, Too much Learning makes 
thee mad. Mr. Dryden hints ſomewhat 
to the like purpoſe, in ſpeaking of the 
greateſt Men, when He ſays, 


Great Wits to Madmen ſurely are ally'd, 
And thin Partitions dotheir Bounds divide. 


Eraſmus, in his Moria Encomium, conſiders 
all Men as fooliſh, i. e. mad. If fo then, or 
that there is any thing in theſe Opinions, 
Phyſicians likewiſe muſt conſequently be 
more or leſs mad allo, as well as the reſt of 
the human Species. However that be, thoſe 
more particularly diſtinguiſhed for nad 
Doctors, are ſuch as are the moſt approved 
for the Cure of this Malady. Now as to 
the general Cure uſed by ſuch, it is well 
enough known, to wit, that of frong Vo- 
miting and Purging, plentiful Bleeding, 
as well as Bliſtering, with great Store of 
reiterated 


< 1 
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reiterated. Drubbings. How much any 
further Knowledge may be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, is what I will not here pretend to 
determine. But if this be all (as has before 

now been hinted even by ſome ſuch Pa- 
tients) the Buſineſs ſurely is n way dif- 
ficult. And yet there is, is ſaid, in Sf—— 
Hire, one who originally was a Shoe-ma- 
ker, once a Patient in this way, who be- 
ing cured by a skilful Female, with the 
uſe of He/lebore, he ſoon thereafter prac- 
tiſed on others, as a Doctor, with this 
ſame Root, mix d with Tartar Emetic: 
by which means he acquir'd a conſiderable 
Fortune; which Method, no doubt, is 
ſtill eaſter than the former. Now if ſuch 
Practitioner ſhould come to this Town, 
you would ſurely imagine yourſelves very for- 
tunate. In ſhort, ſhould any one propoſe 
ftill milder Means, ſuch as that of Sweat- 
mg, Bathing, a well-choſe Dyet, Airing, 
and Exerciſe, as well as proper Company 
or Converſation ; it would ſurely be look d- 
upon as extremely idle, to advance any ſuch- 
like Doctrine; ſince the foregoingPrac- 
tice is ſo very much approved, and that you 
all conclude, Mad Doctors are far the be/? 
Judges; indeed, if never cured, ſome may 
' reap great Benefit by their remaining un- 
cured. Thus it is you are thoroughly a- 
tisfied, and in this manner it is you wil- 
lingly go on according 7o Uſe and Cuſtom, 
and 
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often the Idol of the unthinking, and more 
ignorant Part of Mankind; Who _ no 
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- Maladies in general 2 relievich\ or 
cured; © by  Evacuations,"' Dr. Pitcairn : 
ſsems to be in doubt (firſt, at leaſt, on his 
ſetting out with Mathematics) Whether alt 
Evacuations by the different Secretions be 
not equivalent” to each other-{proportion- 
ably to the Quantity of Humours thrown. 
off) for the Cure of Maladies in general: 
Be that as it will, the buſy Practitioner we 
here ſpeak of, daringly' ventures, Bleeds 
ings and Purging, without the Yeaſ# Fear, 
or Heſitation; if one or two large 
Bleedings do not anſwer, four, five, or 
ten may ; this, with many hover ful Eu 
thartics, will ſurely make ſome Alteration 
in the animal. Oeconomy; and the Patient 
may thus readily find himſelf eaſe! er, by the 
like extravagant E vacuatiun oa: a 
Malady occaſion d by his former Pleni- 


0 from whence Tumefuction, Inflam: 
D wa nation 
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meren or 75 aur drcafonine! Pain might 
2 nds conſequentiy thus relie de. 


At what particular Di/orders, Dangers 
or lingering Ailments, may follow ſuch 
" Prattiee; is not here ſo much neceflary to 
be num, The Patient now finding 
[4 himſelf wirh leg Pain, will readily con- 
clude, that 44s Phy/itian has thus wonder- 


Fully relit ved him, beyond what at hers could 
2 Would have: done, whomwere not ſo dar- 

In a, word, he, and his Friends will 
22 well fatisfied. And if as yet long weak, 
and diling, with a tedious Recovery, when 
at laſt better, and judged to be tolerable 
Well, it ao then be conſidered as a moſt 
wonderful Cure. But if with a frong na- 
tural Fabric h, ſuehi Operations do ſoon 


relieve and recover him, it is then agreed to 


be moſt extraordinary. Yet ſhould the Pa- 
tient, on on the other hand, be weakly, Even 
ſo as laſtly. to .exprire,, by ſuch a com- 
mon 255 auded. Method, he would then be 
to have been eee 5 613 
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Funes ſnould ſome of you imagine they 
ſuit any one particular Perſon thought 


to be a bold Practitioner, tis pre- 
ſumed, it will ſuit the boldeſ# or moſt 
raſh, the beſt, whoſoever that be, or in- 
deed, all, who practice in this manner. 
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 leſkir be applied to any, one; (who; may be 
imagin'd. to deſerve it), thpugh not di- 
rectly ſo intended; bandes add, that 


% 


ſome ſuck, generally. doo d, on in his. 


Light, do readily reply, That in a particy- 
lat Caſe, uben proper! ed, { it is not to 


bo conſidered 4. hald Practice, becauſe, 
N78 d. t, Gaſe requires it, To this I 
anſwer, that #f- 
here, meant as a bold and, improper. Prac- 
tice. elne that, according to His- 


porrates *, 3 Malagzes require 


et raurdinamp Cure; but; then it ad 
well to haye;is-qu/y.approped by others. I 


know likewiſe, that Hippacrates has ſome- 


times bled. ad Aim. Delig. but that ſeems 
only to ern. away in an 
extraordinary Cale, not by frequent reite- 


rute Blending: beſides that Fainting Figs 


do not always rere from Largeneſs of 
the Bleeding. rte FT » 191 1111 EB Ig 4} 118 | 


What is here obſerved then; not ay 


intended for any particular Perſon, it ir 4 


Coat cut nut, for whom it maſt property 
te. If our Criticiſm: e fußt, let them 
mend; if otherwiſe, it mui fall, to the 
Ground. Now as this, I ſay, is not meerly 


en to . mapa ſhall then far- 
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Abet beter that one, a Bratich of the Pro- 
feſſion, being ill of a plenritic or rheumat ic 
Fkver, à Pt (tho now no mote) with 
three or four other extrabrdinary Prati- 


tioners, agreed in ſome 5 or s Weeks, to 


Ceitetated Bleedir gs of the Patient, to the 


Amount of 120 Ounees; 5 Which, 1 own, 


I ſhould be apt to conclude 25 be bold Prat 


rice. This Patient, however, tis trüc, 7e. 
covered, that is fbr a Pw el. „ a which 


- time 1 obſerved! to him, that 1 had not 


often ſten great Succeſs" from any ſitth 
Met hod, whether as to the Length of time 
in Recovety, or if they ever did. How, 
Sir, ſaid this Patient, are you Against bleed. 
"ing" No, ſaid I, "moderately uſed. 
In fine, he Fell ili. again in about 3 Weeks 
time thereafter, and then die. Nevet- 
theleſs I ſay, (though of the Profeſſion) fie 
theught himfelf well talen carb of, and for 
all that was hinted to him, rendind 7 
fea: 
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* "Nay 1 abe ase 4 Feverith Diſp aficion, 
accompanied with a genetal Thruſh, thus 
alſo treated with Neri and Purgings, 
and when fo generally diſappearing, 
had tlie Aphthe in Throat anti Mouth, 
and then has again been bled and purged 
for ſeveral times together, till at laſt, the 


Patient, naturally ſtrong, eſca 'd with Life, 


and tho even the Profeſſi ion, is ready 
25810 80 to 


leu up 
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to applaud ſuch Practice. What ſhall one 
ſay then in few words, but that Nu Carrion 
kills a'Crow ; and that if this be good; and 

ſafe Practice (conttadicting Nature) the 
whole Practice of Phyſick is thus to be com- 
prehended into a very narrow Space:. 


4 


However, if the Practice in general of 


exriiſtvs Bleeding and Purging here hinted, 


be judged as more applicable to any one 
Particular, and conſequently conſidered in 
that Light,. and that ſuch Practitioner has 


„or more eſpecially renewed and im- 
provd this methodicul Dance, it is ſurely 
much approvd of, ſince not only by Pa- 


tients, but from all I can obſerve, even by 


the moſt noted of the Profeſſion, and con- 


ſequently the Generality of the reſt, who, 


in like manner following the Example, 
do all much confirm and highly approve the 
fame." Thus readily running into the lile 
Dance, and all following this firſt Lead- 
er in ſuch Practice, whilſt perhaps they 
may be ſuçering, or making diladvantageous 
Inſinuations of ſuch, when at the ſame time 
they are applanding themſelues and their 
own Prattice, according to Uſe and Cuſ- 
rom, tho very little differing from the former. 


And now, © whilſt I am on the Sub- 


ject of rheumatic, pleuritic, or gouty Diſ- 
orders, it will not be improper I jay a word 
Mt e 


Rheunatiſm, or Gout, of . there are 
various Opinions and, Diſt inc tions, Men 
commonly. miaking great Difference be- 
twixt hem (as well as in Appellation) with- 
out knowing why, or uuhenefore: Since all 
the ſame Humour, appearing in different 
Parts only, and ſo it is that different 
Names are accordingly uſed. There are as 
yet another Sort of Curers, of !/uch lile 
Ailments, to wit, by means of a Sort of 
Noſrram.: Such then; even the very 
beſt of that kind, we ſhall eaſily allow 
more: ſudaenty to carryoff ſuch Humour and 
Malady, than otherwiſe it would y Nature 
have done. Vet I imagine it muſt at the 
ſame time be allowed (ſince moſt obvious 
to all who pretend to obſerve in this way) 
that tho Thus relieued from Pain; yet — 
do frequently and very remarkably find the 
bad Conſequences thereof, more el] pecially 
thoſe advanced in Tears. To confirm - 
which, Iwill ſuppoſe the Humour (by Na- 
ture) to be thrown on ſome particular 
Organ or weak Part of the Patient, ſuch 
as the Lug, the urinary Paſſages, or the 
Extremities, as the Hands or Feef (now 
grown weak) the Humour, or ſome Part 
thereof, being g ſtrongly foifted by powerful 
Evvacuators, if not thus ſuddenly thrown 
to the Stomach, Head, or e other 
noble Part, has been found in Aſthime lel. 
pecially 
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3 
pecially where Nature is weak) that . the ſaid 
Humour or ſome Part thereof has by ſugf 
means been changed, or been complicated 
with a Dropſy, when the Patient was be- 
come greatly weakened. So on curing | 
Stone and Gravel, as by the Uſe of Mrs. 
Stephens's Medicine, they have ſoon there- 
after died of Aſthma, which ſeems thus to 
be accounted for ; that by ſuch an excefive © 
Uſe of the like lubricating, diluting and. 
diuretie Medicines, the common urinary 
Paſſages have been thus ſo dilated and wi- 
dened, as that this ſame glary, izy Humour 
daily renewed in Old Age by Aliment, as 
well as lef5 Exerciſe, it readily then flops 
or falls on ſome other weak and narrow 
Parts and Paſſages, by which the Patient 
is brought to his nal Exit. Now whether 
he might till have /zved longer with that 
Malady, where Nature firſt choſe. fo place 
ſuch. Hutnour, and by the Uſe of gentle 
Means ( only for Relief) there lies the 
Queſtion? Nevertheleſs, it is but too plain, 
that Mankind ſeek for the preſent Cure, and 
are /till highly delighted with all daring 
Means, and particularly with all that fa- 
yours of Naſtrum, or ſuch like Methods of 
Practice, Fo Wat A abs 0 


The famous Feminine Practice for the 
Stone and Gravel, that ſo very noted Me- 
dicine of Mrs, Stephens, ſo memorably 
WOT . ſought 
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ſought after; and ſo very Highly approved 


by the. Learned Scioli o of the Age, even by 


the Preſident (at that time) of the Royal 7 


College of Phyſicians of London, der 


with its Cen/ors, the e and At- 
Teſtation of ſuch no doubt, would occaſion 

a great number of Followers of the Profeſ- 
ſton, as well as others.” No very much it 


was then valued is ' ſufficiently known, 


without our now dwelling thereon. Some ö 
In. Practice having on this Occaſion not 


thought it beneath "them, to borrow,” filch, 


or pretend to improve on this Notable Fe. 


male, tho to little purpoſe. Another, yet 


more noted in Practice, has again borrow'd 4 
this ſame pretended Tmpro vement from the 
former, and in Print (for the Benefit of 


Mankind) has made Publication to the 


World of the Great Feats this Medicine 


had done 70 himſelf; tho ſo ſtrange and 


| aukwardly told, nay ſo very fallaciouſly, 
and conſequently ſo ill obſerved, even ad- 


mitting him to have had à Stone, or Stones, 
as aſſerted, that I dare to anſwer, none 
knowing in the Profeſſion will reap any 


Knowledge thereby. This imaginary Im- 
provement, on Improvement, ofthe foreſaid 


Female Medicine, is fo far from being bot - 


ter, that it is indeed the rougher, nay ſure- 
ly. the moſt violent, and probably the worſ# 
Part thereof. N either can it rcaſonably be 


EI to do more, than any Driver 


equally 


. 5 (3) 1 
_ equally frong will do. Vet with ſuch a No. 
velty, turned to a Noſtrum, and introduced 
by a Practitioner or two of Figure and Let- 
ters, what may not be done? more eſpe- 
cially if 20 ill Accident in the interim 
thould happen on firſt ſetting out, being 
given to ſome remarkable Perſonage ; how 
greatly Mankind, Ifay, will be pleaſed here- 
with, wonderfully hugging themſelves with 
this /o-we/l-concerted admirable Conceit. 


But whilſt as yet I am on the Subject of 
wonder-working Medicines, as above- men- 
tioned, for ſuch particular Malady, ſo ex- 
traordinary an allicuring one, as Tar-water, 
ought not ſurely to be omitted, being ſo 
much uſed and in ſo very high Repute, not 
only in Lapland, in Ship. yards, as well 
as on Gr Ships, and particularly in all 
theſe our Highland Northern Climates. 
Tis true, that Tar is but a coarſer Sort of 
Turpentiue, ſo. commonly and very much 
uſed in medicinal Practice. I own how- 
ever, that on firſt hearing of Tar water, I 
expected much more from it, than J have 
been able to obſerve it to do, and have 
found it much more to diſagree with many 
Conſtitutions, than could well be imagin d. 
Yet, duly conſider d, leſs could ſcarce be 
expected, when the infinite Variation in 
Conſtitutions from that great Diverſity of 


their Machines is duly attended to. In a 
E 1 
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word, this, if uſed, as well as all other Me- 
dicines, ought to be under the immediate 


Direction of a knowing Phyſician hen 70 


be had. And as to the great and good Ef- 
fects it may ſometimes happen to have, I 
will venture to affirm, that few, perhaps 
none, beſides myſelf, no more then that of 


the foregoing Medicine, (if allowable for 


me fo to ſay) do know from what true 


Cauſe ſuch Benefit, or Cures in general, 
do in reality proceed; no not even the ſo 


very knowing Pontiſ, himſelf, no more 
than the moſt Foreſighted Ladies in all 


Lapland. Neither do they nor can I any 
way obſerve the Propriety and the great 


Uſe hereof in the Fariolæ, or Small- pox; 
cven though many have recovered who 
may have uſed it, as infinite Numbers have 
alſo done, who have not taken any thing, 


nay who may have even taken improper 
Things. Yet Novelty ever bears the bell, 


ſo for a- while, ſtill that is the grand Af 
_. d, e | 


But to wave this Subject,. permit me to 


add a Hint on FVariolæ, or Small- Pox. 


The Arabiays were the firſt, to whom 
this Malady appears to have been obſerved, 


and is well deſcribed by them. For my 


own part, I imagine, that the kindly Sort 


may juſtly be conſidered as a phlegmonic 
Tumour (more or leſs inward) with the 


like 


1 
like uſual t me, in arriving to its Maturity. 


Whereas the confluent or fluxed kind has 


more of the watery, the edematons, the 
mixed, or of the Nature of both, and there- 


fore ſlower, accordingly, and more uncer- 


tain in coming to Maturity; the encou- 
raging both one and the other, and the 
bringing them properly forward, ſeems to 
be the whole. So that preventing the 
Humour (by due means) from ſtriking. 


inwards, be it by whatſoever Method 
talen (according to Judgment of the 


Practitioner) variable in proportion to the 
Patient, Time, Place, or other Circum- 
ftances ; this, I judge, is all that is neceſ- 


{ary to be advanced on the Subject. The 


various Schemes laid down of Bleeding, 
Purging, now hot, then cold Means, being 


in general extravagant and dangerous, 


is eaſy to be proved; and conſequently as 


before obſerved, is only to be treatcd as the 


immediate Occaſion demands. So that 
the long Diſcourſes, and Methods to be 
followed, do rather appear to be Logoma- 
chia meer Verboſity, than of any good, 
or real Uſe, only a more tedious Sort of 
Quack-Bills ; nevertheleſs this ſtill p/eaſes 
and amuſes, Men are wondertully at- 


feted with great Pretence, the Bombaſt, 


the delicately choſe, the florid, the ſoft, 
and well-couch'd Sounds; tho' otherwilc 


there is little or no real uſeful Meaning 


E 2 in 
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1 
in the whole; But we muſt not here onfit 
obſerving, that notable gimcrark Opera 
tion of Inoculation, by the pompous Me- 
thod of Scarification, being fo the more 
valued, tho” in reality the very worſt; ſince 
the ſimpler the Means be, by which it 
is communicated, it is ever the beſt, 
and when any way adviſeable is ea ſo to 
be done. Vet it ought, no doubt, judiciouſſy 
to be conſidered, ſince ſome Subjects with 
ill Habits, whether ſcrophulous or other- 
wiſe, are quite improper to have it at- 
tempted. 2 5 


And now ſince it may be expected, l 
ſhould offer a word or two on the Subject 
of Fevers in general, 1 will then venture 
to ſay, that it 7s not perhaps once in three 
times, nay poſſibly not once in five, or 
even ten times, that the true Cauſe of ſuch 
Malady 7s known or diſcovered (more 
particularly thoſe of the acute Kind) whe- 
ther it be ſome mmward Tumour on the 
Howels, not diſcoverable and tending to 
Suppuration, otherwiſe an Inflammation of 
Parts, more or leſs general, or ſuch like Ob- 
ſtruction, there lies the Queſtion? So that 
during this great Stateof Vncertainty, before 
we can any way know what Dame Na- 
ture mmclines (ſhe no way as yet pointing 
out the means proper for Relicf ) muſt 
we not then neceſſarily be playing ar Blind 

4 Mans 
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crowding and loading ſach Patient with ran- 


dom-ſhot Medicines ? Ought we not much 


rather o wait and obſerve Nature? to 


attend, and particularly to notice her Dic- © 


tates, and accordingly o to act, when 
kindly tending to relieve the Patient. 


Now during this State of /o much Uncer- 


certainty, would it not be much more e- 
ligibte fo remain nnactive, to wait her 
Difates, fo that they do plainly appear; 
Thus Bleeding, Purging, or other Eva- 
cuation, ought to be uſed with the ut moſt 
Caution, ſince ſo frequently uncertain, as 
to doing good or hurt. Ah! no, dear 
Friends, my venerable Ladies, worthy 
Countrymen, and noble Patrons, ſo it muſt 
not be, his droning, idle May, it cannot, 
will not do. Were we of the Profeſſion 


even ſatisfied, and could we ſubſiſt with 


ſuch plain ways of proceeding, you your- 


ſelves in ſhort are not, will not thus be 
pleaſed. You expect ſomewhat to ſhow 


for your Money, plain Dealing is not e- 
nough, great Stir and much buſy Buſtle 


muſt be made, as well as nuch given: But 


you ſay no, whilft yet well, füll cool in 
your Senſes, and without your careful buſy 
Friends, or intereſted Attendants; but 


when with them and ill, it will not then I 
ſay, it cannot, nuſt not do, according 1 


common Cuſtom it is you are to live, and 
JE ill 


Man's Buff with Life, when we ate 
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Kill as before, -you "muſt go on, in fine, 7 | 
habe mourir en forme, {aps Moliere. 


It may perhaps as yet. og perdonable; that 
I fay a word or two alſo on the Subject of 
Hoſpital Practitioners, ſo very highly re- 
vered and valued with Mankind: Vet it 
is ſufficiently well known, that three-fourths 
of the Cures perform'd in theſe Publick 
Places, are principally owing to the keep- 
ing ſuch Patients to an extreamly low and 
abſtemious Diet. A Method greatly diffe- 
rent from that of our common private Prac- 
tice amongſt the Rich, as well as the lower 
Part of Mankind, ſince they are not to be 
confined to that ſrict Abſtemiouſneſs (in 
their own Houſes) as the above-mention'd. 
Neither do I obſerve theſe ſame Practiti- 
oners much, or ſcarce at all to mind Diet 


in private Practice, yet this muſt be the 


Way, and theſe the happy Eledt, ſo tar 
fought after. 


There be two kinds of Phyſicians, out 
fort, who ſtudy, watch and ſtrictly attend 
Dame Nature's Laws, ſtill carefully ait- 
ing and obſerving, what it is ſhe principally 
znclines, or imtends, and do accordingly 
ftrenuouſly endeavour 70 aſſiſt her, in all her 
proper Intentions, no way 70 overload, con- 
found, or tod; iturb her in ſuch her laudable 


Intentions. The ſecond Species of Practi- 
tioners 


— (-37)) 

tioners are thoſe on the other hand, who 

ſcarce allow themſelves to think any thing 
about Nature, or in the leaſt to attend or to 
conſult her: but on the contrary ſeem far 
more inclin d 20 be before: hand with her, by 
a precipitate Practice, ſeeming indeed there- 
by to be forward enough abſolutely fo dic 
tate to her, and to ſhow her the way. 
Whereas the very Change of Weather, Ali- 
ment, &c. frequently inclines her quite 
contrary to our Intentions to work off 
ſuch Humour or Malady by Stool, Urine, 
or Sweat. Thus then it is, that they do 
in reality but confound Nature, by various 
Means, or the Multitude of their Medi- 
cines, confuſedly jumbling, without Rime 
or Reaſon, all the Humours of the Body, 
now backwards, then forwards, ſo tortur- 
ing and confounding the unhappy Patient 
to no good or real purpoſe, as to the Cure 
of his Malady. Yet ſo nevertheleſs it is 
that ſuch means fully anſwers the imme- 
diate Views of the Practitioner, where he 
much adheres to his private Intereſt. And 
notwithſtanding all his contrary Means, 
when by Time and Nature recovered, in 
ſpight of all improper Phyſick and Phy- 
fician, the Patient notwithſtanding all zhoſe 
Contrarieties, ſtill remains Highly ſatisfied, 
that he is at laſt hu happily recovered of 
this very dangerous, tedious and lingering 
 Uineſs. And ſoit is, that the MORT 
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'ſhall not only thus acquire con/iderable 
Cain, by Frequency of Fees, but ſhall at- 
rain to high 
| { by all intereſted meren) whilſt 
the firſt Practitioner ſhall ſcarce gain ei- 
ther in ſuch like caſe, tho far move ſuc- 
ceſsful, but will rather be neglected, de- 
Jpifed, and laughed at 8 his Folly. 


Let us now a little conſider complicated 
Maladies, with Tumours, Ulcers, Fiſtu- 
la's, In flammations, Rheumatiſms, Plen- 

rife es, Dropſies, as well as cutaneous Diſ- 
eaſes, how ſtrangely theſe are bandied 
from Doctor to Surgeon, and from the 

Hatter (if he cannot alone ſecure the Patient) 
back again to the former is plain 3 unleſs 

the Phyſician by knowing a Sufficiency of 

Surgery, be able to take ihe whole Direc- 

ion, otherwiſe in what a miſerable State 

the unhappy Patient muſt thus be, will 
prove evident to moſt Men. Next, ſhould 

a Surgeon, ſince ſuch have moſt of the Ve. 

nereal Practice, tho more properly the 

Provence of Phys. ck, ſuddenly „ep a Go- 
norrhea, or Clap, and thus turn it into a 


Pox, the Patient is ſtraight to be /a:4 down 


and ſalivated : So for Shankers,all Puſtles, 


Eruptions, or Warts on the * Privy 
Parts, 
* So if Spitting a few Days be neceſſary, and carried on 


to many Weeks by „or not manageable by ſuch Prac- 


titioner, yet when got over it, the Patient rejoices he is fill 
aiiye, 


Reputation alſo (much ſup- 
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Parts, what kind ſoever, he is ſure to under- 
go the like Diſcipline, and it fo turns 
well to account; whilſt the Patient con- 
cludes himſelf to be well nſed, well clean- 
ſed, and conſequently is far better pleaſed 
than had he been cared without it. In 
ſhort, T have known a Phyſician of high 
Renown (from want of due Knowledge i in 
Surgery) order an Iſſue to be made in the 
Thigh of a Child, imagining it an Humour, 
but was found to be a Diſlocation of the 
Thigh- -Bone on Examination. | 


But fhould you as yet have { VER 
Piles, ſomewhat old, foul or fefter'd, this 
will be moſt readily term Z Fiſtula; 
and whether by good or bad Management, 
or by an 1, Habit of Body, not much con- 
ſidered, the Cure will not prove over-haſty 
{ perhaps better let alone) yet when cured, 
1 will be far better pleaſed, than had it 

een call'd\ a feſter d Pzle, fo light an 
Affair, and ſoon to be cured 3 becauſe 
you will in the foregoing manner con- 
ſider it to be of greater moment, a moſt 
excellent Cure, and thus remain highly 
ſatisfied with ſuch good & uceefs, and this 
your fortunate Efrape, 


olive, and at laſt well, and the former is wee for his 
nn 
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_ So ſhould you chance to be bled in your 
Arm, or elſewhere, being accompanied 
with an 2/] Habit of Body, from which 
Inflammation, Tumour, &c. does ariſe in 
and about the Part pricked, the next Sur- 


geon adviſed will very readily blame the 
firſt, as a bad Operator, in having wound- 
ed ſome Nerve, Tendon, or ner J 
Thus goes he immediately to work, 

menting, poulticing, and plaiſtering of " 
Part; zn fine, making a tedious Affair 


thereof; when probably two or three well 
adapted Cathartics might have done, the 


whole ariſing only from Humours. Vet 
the Patient 'tis likely will thus be far bet- 
ter pleaſed, in having been ſo very well 
taken care of; nay, perhaps to have ſaved 
a Limb, cries he, or even Life alſo. Se- 
veral afcful Remarks likewiſe might be 
made on the healing up of Ulcers. of the 
Legs (when proper "fo to be) frequently 
carricd on for Years together, in endea- 
vouring a Cure; and laſtly often ſo heal d, 
as: eaſt! , and occaſronally, to break out 
again. But let what is already ſaid ſuffice 
at preſent, bcing this too will Nele. and 
readily be judged of as above. 

And now a word or two of theſe very 
valuable Practitioners, call'd Oculiſis. It 


is ſufficiently obſervable to all, how highly 
they 
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they are valued for promiſing a great deal, 
though, ar beſt, they in general do nothing, 
oftner indeed Miſehief; but arc ſure to 
take their Money before hand, at leaſt one 
half thereof, full enough” ub doubt for the 
whole, were they ſomewhar ſucceſsful. Yer, 
if rhe Patient is willing to fancy himſelf a 
little better, altho” in reality otherwiſe ; or 
that the faid Oculiſt bullies and perſuades 


him he is ſo, Men being frequently will- 


ing to flatter themſelves, are at laſt willing 
to believe it to be ſo: Upon which follows 
the other half of the Money for the Cure. 


Thus, tho' ſome few may make great 
Clamour, and ſtrongly complain of 2% U- 


| fage, yet 19 in 20 may not; ſome from 


odeſty or Indolence, others grew better 


by Strength of Nature, Diet, or the Se- 


ſon principally. And yet again, altho 0 


better, by ſome one of theſe Practitioners: 


Nay, tho even worſe, nevertheleſs they 


will ſoon again run to another, of the like 


kind, in all likelihood full as bad. There 
is, *twould ſeem, a ſort of Infaruation, or 
rather a kind of Inchantment, 72 fair 
Words and fine Promiſes. Tis thus our 
deluſtve Hope and drooping Spirits are to be 


kept up; in ſo doing, ſay you, who knows 


what kind Nature may a? laß do for you? 
i So 
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+ Sol it 1 2 that tack a 1 3 Pradicionee, 
as can depreſs A Catarat? with the Point of 
n Needle, is readily judged to know a Sut- 
ficiency of he Nature of all Humours af. 


kecting the human Body, which occaſionally 
may flow 20 affect the Eye, and that he 
accordingly can treat — 5 properly. Now 


whether he do repel or throw them on ana- 


ther Part, as bad or worſe, is not mind- 


ed; 15 then it is, call the Phyſician. Thus 


the Eye is for the preſent a little relieved, 


and the Patient remains fully contented 


with the Oculiſt. So the Phyſician like- 


wiſe is greatly pleaſed, and perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied with the ſaid Eye-Tich/er, much com- 


mending him for 4 very able Perſon in 
that way; and therefore if the ſame Hu- 
mour ſhould again, ſoon or late, return to 
the Eye, he is preſently Again ſent for. 
It is but too true indeed, that the gene- 
rality of Phyſicians arc commonly very 
unknowing in the Ailments of this deli. 
cate Organ, and do much rather chooſe 
to recommend ſome ſuch called Oculiſts, 


of no proper Education, conſequently 


neither underſtanding that, nor ſo much as 


daring to pretend to the other neceſſary 


Knowledge relating to the human Body, or 
to meddle with other Maladies. And for 
that very notable Reaſon are ſo much the 
more approyed, and made * of by all 


fuch 
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| ſich like Phyſicians ; rather than candidly 
1 to call in, or recommend any one elfe G 
4 the Profeſſion duly educated, and ptopetly 
# underſtanding. that, as well 4 WAGE Os 70. 
lates to the human Body, being they readily 
a ſuſpect any ſuch Knowing Practitioner might 
. be apt to withdraw their Patient, or Family 
: from them, whereas they are in no ſuch 
4 Apprehenſions from the common Oculiſt. 
* It might here alſo be remark d, that he 
= 2 who, performs the Operation of delivering 
| a Woman in Labour of her Child, is com- 
. monly imagined likewiſe to be the beſt 
a qualified for curing the Maladies incident 
to Women. So tnight he even as well be 
judged beſt to underſtand thoſe of Men; 
- fince Maladies in Women are for the =_ 
7 moſt part occaſioned from Stoppage, or the 4 
undue flowing of their natural Purgations ; - 
ſo Men likewiſe have their natural Evacua- 
tions, in ſome ſhape or other, and fre- .Y 
quently have their regular Purgations from 
the Hemorroidals. Beſides —— ſuch I fay 
is the common Fancy, Mode, and Opinion 
of human Kind; yet he who has duly 
| ſtudied one and t'other may be on a Level 
with others of the Profeſſion, who have 
applied to all. RY | 
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Alfter mentioning particular Noſtrums, 
and Practice in general, Lam ſtill inclinable 
* to 
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ts Wy word.” on the Subject of the D 
ruvien Bart, as well as that of Opium, ſo 
very common in the preſent Prattice., As 
to.the great Uſe of the Bart in Mortifica- 
Lions, that requires a more full Conſidera- 
tion than is here allowed. I will how- 
- ever agree that both ate undoubredly 
molt. excellent Drugs, . when prudently 
uſed, but as ſo very frequently and 
commonly done, they appear to me, and 
do too generally prove to be as ſharp Dag 
gers in Madmens hands, They ate Medi- 
7 I highly value, but rarely uſe, never 
poſſi ble to do without; ; which in moſt, 
if 6 in all Maladies, is in general to be 
done. The Humour occaſioning ſuch Ail- 
ment, being properly evacuated, when ſo 
done, it is the ſafeſt, and moſt to be relied 
on. Why, an Humour before this, ſhould 
be pent or lock d up by ſuch as either one 
or t other, is what I do not conceive, where 
the Intention is good *. Yet the more im- 
mediate ſoorhing or lulling Part, is. what 
Patients in. general ſeek, and incline to, 
- not; apprehenſive of future Inconveniencies, 
or Dangers. Thus ſuch ſpoken of Prac- 
e willingly incline to pleaſe you, 
ſo you are in like manner pleaſed with 


2 


2 Whether ſomewhat of the like Nature, might not be 
advaneed on the Subjects of the warm, hot, ſtomachic, cor - 
dial Medicines, ſo much in common Uſe ; as well as that 
of the warm vitriglic Tinctures. 

them, 


"= (39) 5 
them, the Malady is thus at beſt prolong d, 
and all intereſted in your 1//neſs. are alſo 

pleaſed; and ſo it is you are thus all pleaſed 

with one another. 
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No to come towards an End, my ß | 

reemable, much honoured ' and valuable 
Auditory, may we not naturally conclude; 
that that which the more critical and fift- 
ing Scrutineers, do in a ſower and chur- 
liſh, Manner call bad Practice in Phy- 
feck, is beyond all peradventure the very 
beſt, the moſt eligible, and undoubtedly. 
the moſt profitable z conſequently the moſt 
valuable. And as before obſerved, that 
which every one likes, and all in general 
do conclude to be beſt, muſt ſurely be true. 
May you then for ever be. thus happy, be 
bleſſed and proſper, by going on in your 
own old cuſtomary way. For were fa. 
vourable Dame Nature left alone, to ſhew. 
her utmaſt Pomer, it might not poſſibly 
be an unreaſonable . whether the 
very buſieſt of the Profeſſion would take one 
third of that they do; but happy. it is, you 
ſo knowingly hint otherwsrſe, Be joytul 
then, be merry, and ſuffer us alſo of the 
Profeſſion to partake of the common Foy: 
for if eyer I idly or fooliſhly adviſe, that 
there is nothing to be done (for another to 
be calld in) then c en take and hang me 
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comfortably, 
g on, as Horſes to eat our Corn without 
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| FE and beloved Ladies, worthy" Pa: 


trons, good Friends, and Countrymen, 
great Care and much Study for Know- 


ledge, is meer Vanity of Vanities, a Wea- 


rineſs of the Flefo and Vexation of Spirit. 
Why ſhould we then narrowly examine and 
Arictly ſerutinize into the Reality of things, 
which commonly tends but to impoveriſh, 
and render us puſillanimous. Let us then 
rather according to Cuſtom and Faſhion /zve 
een reſolve for the future to 


— for — to be ET and eaſy, to 
7 T; ide. 


"alſo or Ne wit 


And laſtly, my cdermeble and NY 
Auditory,” ior all 1 have hitherto ſaid, 
now I come to a Concluſion, the Whole 


appears to me quite idle and vain. I 


am now ſenſiqle of my great Folly and 
Error in having ſaid thus much; ſince aſter 
all, we muſt very well know that the 
World is not to be remodelled ; neither are 
Mankind fo be remade, few to br adviſed ; 
proceed then as before: I might only mean 
to amuſe myſelf with a rambling ' verboſe 
Diſcourſe.” What tho' to me there of Fay: 


but little in the true K norvledge of Phy- 
fel, and that the attaining to much Prat- 


rice e therein (good or bad) depends on Ali. 
duity, 


{m4 ) 
—— 
* -Intev's 7 1g. 7 ef | 
Recommendation, from what Privats or 


intereſted Cauſes chat bæ, ij not here 5 
Live on then ih the old. ay; let Thought 
be your leaſt Care. My dear 
f tionate Prethren, 1000 Will, 


of Caps ty? My very Kind, — naar 
of Friends, may you ever be happy. 
141 £ 2 Adieu. 
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r Pobliming a true and exact State of 
1 this L—d's Caſe, could be of any Uſe 


to Mankind (as probably it might) and that 


it was his L p's earneſt Deſire, his ex- 
preſs Orders fo to do, how comes it that 
we have not had it ſo perform'd ? Is it a 
Fault of the neareſt concerned, not to 
ſee this Will of the Dead duly execu- 
ted? Or is it that alone. of the kind Vn. 
deftaker, to whom it was ſo very ſtrongly 
recommended, not faithfully to have exe- 
cuted the ſame? Otherwiſe, is it the 
Bookſeller, who has ſome Fault herein? 
A Second Edition, with a particular Pre- 


face to the Narrative, (to clear up Mat- 


ters) having been promiſed to the World 
by Advertifement .Nay, was it as yet that 
there needed no Second Edition? does the 
Phyſician in Town to him at Bath writc 
Truth, in behalf of himſelf and Partners? 
in ſaying, that, aſſerted in ſaid Narrative 
con- 


5 concerning n not trusi 
is, or 


propbſed 


2 * 


in Eruew © een 
Js Rare EE chem the cee 
impoſe on, by not having this cleared up? | 


HW. c Rl eee ſufficient Argu- 
ment by * be r. Endeavours tos ſtiſſe Truti 


from 12 hs Sight, by pramot ing 
Views? Is 1 not rather the Buſineſs of a 


Society -— Fm to demand it for deres e uh 


We e to ſuppreſs It. 
ſome ein 5 Is. Man e e 
1 Ml Spain, and d loſe. the noms oy 
as well HY; thoſe of the Profeſſion 
their Taft ruftion? ls the Stationer alſo 


not to 25 his Paper, the Printer not have 
his Work, nor we Bookſellers our Profit? 
Yet may not ſome other daring Hand be 
thus excited to do us and the Public Juſtice, 


than any yet given: and to examine 
more thoroughly into the Merits of the 


Cauſe? The Author of the N arratrue has 


not ſurely forgot 


Ji FULFILLING the Will of the Dead was 
ever, even amongſt the moſt uncivilized 
Nations, eſteemed an indiſpenſable Ob- 
ligation, and a fort of a ſacred Duty. 
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And a Man, that could tranſgreſs in this 
eſſential Point, was look d upon as capa- 


of private ''- 
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in producing ſomewhat ſtill more ſtrong, 


or in not having a genuine and oo ot = 
90 thereof? Are the Engagements 
e Perſons of the Profeſſion: * 
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